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Salt waters

[t i1s a bowl] of tears on the table
into which we drip the parsley,
into which we dip the egg.

[t is 2 miniature ocean on the table,
salt as the Sea of Reeds through
which they were to pass

not to H;ifrtj«,' Lnever Stliﬁct}’:l
but to where they were promised
they would if they chose be free.

[t is the salt water of our sweat
pressed through our skin
as the body labors, tor we are bidden

not only to rest on the seventh day
but work on the others, and the brain

too in its fever of creation exudes.

Salt like the sea. salt like our blood
salt like the waters of the womb:
the salt of regret and the salt of effort.

—Marge Piercy
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DONALD D. GAMOW

A NEW

“An exquisite
book...

Strong, passionate and poi-
gnant. Marge Piercy’s words
make a moving variety of
experience beautifully and
forcefully real.”—LyN LirsHIN

“Keep her volume near
your home aitar; Marge
Piercy will give wings to
your heart’s stirrings.”
—RABBI ZALMAN M.
SCHACHTER-SHALOMI

“Marge Piercy’s superb
spiritual powers are up to
their elbows in the lived
world, bringing a liberated
and grounded wisdom to
everything they touch. Behind
this book one hears the great
embracing toast of Jewish tra-
dition: L'Chaim!" - To life!"”
—JANE HIRSHFIELD

“Transformative, thrilling
..Marge Piercy teases out the
spiritual lights hidden with-
in the most ordinary events.
Here is poetry so reverent
and disturbing that it bor-
ders on liturgy.”

—RABBI LAWRENCE KUSHNER

wox v Marge Piercy

THE ART of
BLESSING THE DAY

Poems with a Jewish Theme

P18
)W

MARGE PIERCY

“Whether | find myself
guffawing over ‘Eat fruit’
...or being attuned to the
Breath of Life by ‘Nishmat,’
it is my life—my whole life-
that | am finding renewed
and enlivened by these
poems. We can schmooze
these poems, pray these
poems, Torah-study these
poems...We and she breathe
each other into life.”

—RABBI ARTHUR WASKOW

“Marge Piercy teaches us
the art of blessing in her
poems...Gathering her wis-
dom and the wisdom of her
difficult Jewish tribe, and
bringing that wisdom home”

RODGER KAMENETZ

Published by Km]pf r,‘ www.randomhouse.com/knopf/
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actually full of hypocrisy and has betraved his own con
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the interests of the corporate elites, is a real hero.




EDITORIAL

But it’s not just people on the Right who are shaped by
these kinds of psychological issues. The tension between ou

1

hopes for connection and our depressive certainty that

won’t work out has been just as rampant in liberal and pro
gressive circles, though taking different forms. At precisel
the moments when we seem closest to obtaining our goals
we get most scared and take actions to ensure that we won't
have to tolerate the anxiety of winning and thus violate the
childhood injunctions we received that we were not really
worthy of recognition. Rather than becoming a warm and
nourishing and compassionate arena, liberal and progressive
politics is filled with mutual recriminations and put downs,
most prm-‘rri-ll“y' I‘t‘["l'L’hL‘!"IlL‘d by the way it brutally attacks its
own leadership, undervalues its activists, and supports a cli
mate of pervasive “political correctness” that inds ways to
communicate to everyvone that they aren’t “enough” (anti
racist enough, anti-sexist enough, anti-homophobic enough,
ecologically sensitive enough, or whatever).

At the moments when we are able to hold onto the possi
bility of loving connection, we allow ourselves, in the daring
words of John Lennon, to “Imagine” all kinds of wonderful
things—a world in which love is pervasive and determining
At such moments, even those whose economic interests
might lead them to ecological and social justice insensitivity
become open to new possibilities as they begin to move
toward their highest aspirations for a life of meaning and
transcendent purpose. But when those moments fade, when
the fears reappear, those who have allowed themselves to be
vulnerable in some way become the most dedicated to show
ing that they are not “naive” and that they will not allow
themselves to be shamed, as they were in their own child
hood, by continuing to hope. At such moments, they become
vigorous advocates of narrow economistic explanations—"it’s
the economy, stupid”—and won’t even allow themselves to
remember their own feelings of hope. If some protect them
selves from the potential vulnerability of openness by joinin
fundamentalist movements, others become hard-boiled
mainstream journalists or lettist academics or even ver
decent business ;mn[‘-h or ;ﬁrﬂh'h*«llﬁ;l.'lh who try to .:'.kL'i‘
some of their former commitment to idealistic goals, vet feel
viscerally turned ott by those who insist that those earlie:
hopes remain the deepest truths to which we must return

If we factor in these dynamics, contemporary politics is
much easier to understand. Of course, from the standpoint
of what the human race needs—an immediate focus on sa
ing the planet from environmental destruction, stopping
ethnic and religious struggles, transforming military spend
ing to health and education—the Right’s agenda is irrational
But on their own terms, many of these right-wingers have
been following a consistent agenda (though one we dislike
Hypocritical? Well, yes—some of their leaders have had
affairs and lied about them, but hypocrisy of this sort exists
in every corner of the political specirum (imagine if some

one were checking how many liberals and progressives who
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moan about the environment nevertheless participate in
environmentally insensitive practices in their homes or in
their patterns of consumption). Destructive? Yes. But irra
tional? Well, no. As I've tried to show, the picture is more
complex than that.

And it’s this same complexity that accounts tor the way
people feel about Clinton. Few people want him run out of
office by right-wing thugs like Ken Starr, and hence people
answer with “approval” when asked about Clinton’s job per-
formance. Yet most people feel betrayed by Clinton, not
only by his lying about the Lewinsky atfair, but by the ways
that he manipulated our hopes and then betrayed us. |
doubt if it was a conscious conspiracy. My own encounters
with the Clintons convinced me that they were like everyone
else: really wanting a different world, really too scared to
stay committed to their own visions, and then acting from
the (self-fulfilling) assumption that no one else would be
there for them if they were to really pay attention to anything
besides their own narrowly construed self-interest and pop
ularity. The result: a presidency which will be best remem
bered for facilitating the globalization of capital, escalating
military spending dramatically, building more prisons, incar-
cerating more people for drug offenses, and successtully
subverting serious ecological and social justice movements
(in short, the agenda of a moderate Republican, qualified by
good stands on abortion and pious words about civil rights).

So why not despair? Because even though we continue
to run away from it, hide from it, misremember it, the fact
remains that most of us have some dim recollection of the
energizing excitement we felt when we allowed ourselves to
hope, to connect with others in a loving way, and to believe
that there was something more meaningful in the world
than accumulating material goods, secure incomes, and
other forms of self-protective isolation. They form the core
of the growing interest in spirituality and they remain pow-
erful though unconscious elements driving our choices.
Those aspirations are always there, can be tapped again,
and will be. And that’s why the Ken Starrs will never have
the last word.

Passover and Radical Hope

ry going to a Seder this year—and help put the focus

on what Seders are really supposed to be about:

reminding us that despite all the overwhelming
obstacles, there is a Force of Healing and Transformation
that makes it possible to overcome the evil and cruelty in the
world. Since we should not only testify to this possibility, but
actualize it, use part of your Seder time to discuss visions of
what should be and strategies for how to get there. Issues to
address: the globalization of capital, the continuing oppres-
sion of Palestinians, the growing ecological crisis. Think big,
hope big. Happy Passover! J
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s the sine gua non tor a just and stable peace. The Clinton
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ntinue if he is replaced by anothe:

right-wing prime minister, or even, perhaps, if he is
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1 DY a center-right coalition !'l I refter to

rCpraced

“Netanyahu” in this article, I am using his name to stand in

tor Israeli rightists generally). Meanwhile, because of both
the Israeli elections and the impeachment process in
Washington, it is obvious that there will be no change in the
policies of the Clinton administration for at least the next

ew months !'ii;| arteln :i'.,il || re must be a reassessment of

L.S. policies 1n what 1s lett ol Lhe peace process.
| v etanvanu Yr' anotner rient-wing government 1s
S i ] 11 i . : —
!' cted 1n ivia ( 1 nited States will race ._}= ce Lh‘."ILL'.“-

" " . | 1 £ .
® [t can contin its traditional policies ot near uncondi
: !
Oon sup iatever lsraell government is in
POWEr, 1n which case disaster threatens: a moral disaster. a
BB e i L Je L L L i el e . 4
disasier (O ine true nationail security o 1x|.|a".xt'ziu SOOTNIC
01 !.'1E= [, 4 .ifm'.w‘:i_‘:' LO | ) !.l.ll!t*i'-.il SecCurity. HH' L{L'LIL”‘L'
1 1 | i dan
combination of Israeli intransigence, Islamic tanaticism.

ind the ':ll,mE spread of w capons of mass destruction

1 1 1 1 i I ] .
(nreatens i'-*[*'.!lij__' less than Armageddon In IEM' ."'bhl..!t”!.'
East. And because of Arab or Islamic turv at the United
States’ nearly unqualified support of Israel in its conflict
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® [t can disengage from Israel, and allow events to run their
course. While this policy might minimize the dangers ol
the Arab-Israeli conflict to the United States itself, it is
m\u!_\ that the prospects for peace would be furthe

undermined

® Or, it can become seriously n'!'-gj,ut.xi in a real pcace
process; since the Israeli government is the primary obsta
cle to peace, this inevitably must mean the employment ol
full American political and economic leverage against
Netanyahu or anv other right-wing Israeli governments

B L .1 1 1 1
i L'I'l' ]L"L"‘l[ t_']'!I.'I]x € 1n ]L'!':"-”'I Ine moral and national interest 1s

real engagement, and that should be tried first. The United
States has an obligation to its own interests, to Israel, and to
the Palestinians to make a serious eftort to bring about
changes in Netanyahu's policies. But if a strategy of lever

| bcians a
ails to change those poll

age—both positive and negative

rioe iE the Ferseli sovernment cat he dissuaded from

cies, 1f the Israell government cannot be dissuaded from I1s
et

plunge toward catastrophe, then the United States must dis

tance itself from the conflict

;\'T{'h'H':’_*l"n’[?z’f {Hfuz the “Peace Process”

Thnu;h Netanyvahu now hints that some kind of inde
pendent Palestinian “state” may be acceptable, what he
reallv has in mind—as Rashid Khalidi and Edward Said have
forcefully pointed out in TIKKUN—is permanent Israeli
occupation and control over a series ol disconnected,
impoverished, and impotent Palestinian bantustans. The
name of the game for the Likud and Netanvahu is sheei
power, and since there is now a radical imbalance of power
between Israel and the Palestinians, Netanyahu and his
allies will seek to impose whatever terms they believe they
can get away with.

WHAT'S LEI




ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

In the first flush of enthusiasm after Wve, the media wer:
quick to proclaim the emergence of a new Netanyahu and
even a new Ariel Sharon as pragmatists who had abandon
the Likud ]Idk't‘r]l,'rﬂ'_-.' of Greater Israel and who. it Israel’s een

E‘;J-.i'i_!

uine security needs could be met, were pre for a two
state compromise settlement with the Palestinians. It has n

taken the Israeli government long to puncture this illusion,
even at the level of pure ideology. In an interview with the

I | . 1 ) - ; Bids 3 11 w1
Jerusalem Report, November 23, 1998, Netanyahu is quoted
1 | | Ly
he Land of Israel Wi

as saying, “We remain attached to t
try to keep as much of it as we can under our jurisdictios

Lest this be misinterpreted as mean
ingless rhetoric, since Wye the
Netanyahu/Sharon government has
repeatedly interrupted the process ol
[sraeli withdrawals; has unilateralls
i.”]].'l‘l['lh'{:ii one Nncw l.,":llkiill.l"l'f artel
another: has urged the settlers “to grab
more land” in the West Bank before
May; has embarked upon a new pro
gram of settlement expansion: has
assured the Israeli right wing that the 13
percent redeployment may not be imple

i " 1
mented and that even if it i1s. it will be

the last: and has threatened to annex the West Bank if
Aratat declares a Palestinian state in Mav,
In the past vear, a variety ol reports Irom [sra

1't_'k'L'LI|L‘t{ Netanvahu's '}1:;“'.» tor a final settlement: Isra
annexation of about 60 percent of the West Bank: full
sovereignty in, and control over, all of “Greater Jerusalen
iﬂ(‘hldiﬂg notl HT}IE‘-. tormerly Ai b East Jerusalem but larg
parts of the surrounding areas: full Israeli military and politi
L"di L.'“'”[!'l'l] over the ]HE'J;!H Vallev and nearbv mountains
continued expansion of Jewish settlements throughout East
Jerusalem and the West Bank: a heavv Israeli military |
ence in the West Bank and Gaza, even in areas not

annexed to Israel: and tull Israeli control over all the

resources of the West Bank. Gaza and the West Bank will be

: ; | 1
cut ott from each other. and within the West Bas

£ e s Al fadid oy
Palestinian enclaves will also be isolated. cut off from access

1

to the Arab world and from each other, surrounded by
Jewish settlements, Israeli-controlled highways, and militar
units. Even in East Jerusalem, there will be a Jewish majorit

and total Israeli control, for the Palestinians will be g2l lualls

II';.”-'..-CL{ Out or, at h"«. SL. Tk'lell"-.'l; O '\||It|i-: ir‘.""f!"-‘x':':l"\l!L'LE Ncivil
borhoods—that is, ghettos—surrounded by Jewish area

If the Peace Process Breaks Down

hL’['L‘ h;lh been a kind of « onspiracy of silence over the

['H.‘!IL'IHEJ] conseqguences ol a breakdown ol the
process, perhaps because in the worst case they are nothing
short of apocalyptic. But the risks are real. Israel has |
dreds of nuclear weapons, Syria has nerve gas mounted on

ballistic missiles aimed at Israeli cities. and it is onlv a mat
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There has been a kind
of conspiracy of silence
over the /)rjie*;?ffﬁ/
consequences of
a breakdown of the

pedce process.

ter of time before other Arab states or—far worse—fanatical
terrorist groups obtain weapons of mass destruction
whether nuclear, chemical, or biological.

Here is the nightmare scenario:

The intransigence of the Netanyahu government and its
clear intention to continue to dominate the West Bank and
deny the Palestinians true national citizenship and sover
eignty lead to a resumption of sustained terrorism, this time
with the tacit acquiescence or open support of Aratat and
the Palestinian Authority and with the general support of
the Palestinian population.

Israel reacts with economic and mili
tary retaliation that creates widespread
desperation among the Palestinians, and
this results in the eclipse ot Aratat by
Hamas and other Palestinian extremists.

The intifada resumes, this time not
with stones but with guns and bombs
[srael responds with unprecedented
repression, and the cycle of communal
violence and counterviolence continues
to escalate until Israel decides to reoc
cupy the West Bank and perhaps Gaza in
order to crush the Palestinian move
ment—maybe even expelling large numbers of Palestinians
into neighboring Arab states.

An inflamed Arab world greatly increases its support ol
the new intifada or, worse, moderate governments that try
to stand clear are overthrown and replaced by extremists in
Syria, Egypt, and Jordan.

In these circumstances, even if a general war in the
Middle East could somehow be averted, there is likely to be
escalating international terrorism against Israel and its sup
porters—sooner or later including nuclear or other forms ol

Mass terrorism.

Netanyabu and Clinton
ﬁ s the Israeli right wing, whether led by Netanyahu o

not, is evidently bevond persuasion, whether on behalf
of justice for the Palestinians or the enlightened Israeli
national interest, progress toward a genuine compromise is
likely to be dependent on the willingness of the U.S. gov-
ernment to help create some semblance of a balance of
negotiating power between Israel and the Palestinians.

Since Netanyahu came to power, the Clinton administra

tion has acted as though it were powerless to do anything
about the progressive breakdown of the peace process; even
the emerging Israeli sabotage of Clinton’s last gasp, the Wve
agreements, has been met with nothing beyond the usual
hand-wringing that in the circumstances amounts to acqui-
escence. but a serious American government would be far
trom powerless; the historical record unmistakably demon
strates that when it chooses to act, the United States has

enormous leverage over Israel’s policies. If the U.S. govern-
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Indeed, the Administration has retused to employ even
the most modest political and diplomatic leverage with
[srael, tearing—not without reason—a storm of protest from
Congress and some American Jewish organizations
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land. Fifty years of nearly unconditional moral, political

economic, and military American support of Israel—how

é . 1
ever well-intentioned, even noble—has created for the

United States a compelling moral obligation to now level
the playing field.

What Must Be Done

eft to its own devices, there is next to no chance that
Netanyahu or any right-wing successor will make peace
with the Palestinians—indeed, in the absence of U.S. pres-
sure, even a Likud-Labor coalition government would likely
be too weak and internally divided to reach the necessary
COMpPromises.
That’s why the American government—hopetully backed
by parallel efforts by the American Jewish community
should begin making continued moral, political, and eco
nomic support conditional on reasonable Israeli
concessions, while at the same time offering Israel add;
tional benefits in the context of a peace settlement. There
are good historical reasons to believe that such a strategy
would succeed. One of the many myths about the Arab
[sraeli contlict is that Israel never responds to outside p1
sures, indeed that such pressures are counterproductive
and result only in an outraged nationalist reaction and an
even harder policy line. The historical record, however
decisively demonstrates otherwise:
® In late 1948 Israeli troops ignored international protests
and advanced into the Sinai peninsula, clearly Egyptian
territory that was neither allocated to Israel by the 1947
UN partition resolution nor was part of ancient Palestine
But when Truman threatened a wholesale reassessment ol
U.S. policy if Israel didn’t immediately desist, Ben
Gurion ordered the troops withdrawn

® In 1956 Israeli troops again occupied much of the Sinai
after they joined with British and French forces in attack
ing Egvpt in the Suez War. There was every indication
that Israel intended to permanently occupy much of the
area—until Eisenhower bluntly threatened to cut off all

U.S. political and economic support of Israel. Ben

Gurion hastily changed his mind, once again withdraw
ing the Israeli forces,
m [n 1967 U.S. pressurcs forced Israel to ACCeEPL a ceascire
and refrain trom further advances into Syria.
® Similarly, in the 1973 Arab-Israeli war, Israel agreed to a
ceasefire and halted its advance into Egypt only after the
Nixon administration threatened to end the American
military airlift to Israel and to fly in food, water, and med-
icine to surrounded Egyptian forces
In 1975 Israel agreed to a partial withdrawal from the
Sinai only after the Nixon administration combined
promises of new American aid with the threat of a majo

shift in U.S. policy if Israel refused to withdraw.
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® In 1978 Jimmy Carter wrote a letter to Menachem Begin
warning of a suspension of U.S. aid if Israel continued
with its invasion of South Lebanon; Begin withdrew the
[sraeli troops.

® In 1979 the Carter administration used carrot-and-stick
policies to induce Begin to agree to the complete with-
drawal of Israel from the Sinai in exchange ftor a peace
treaty with Egypt.

® In July 1981 suspensions of some U.S. military aid deli
eries, this time augmented by pressures from American
Jewish leaders and close supporters of Israel in Congress,
convinced Begin he had to end the bombing of civilians
in Beirut and accept a ceasefire in Lebanon or face a
major shift in American attitudes toward Israel

® A year later, the Israelis discarded their planned ground
assault against PLO forces in Beirut after strong Reagan
administration and congressional warnings threatened

the end of the policy of unconditional U.S. aid to Israel.

® Finally, in 1991-92, the Bush administration used the

American loan-guarantee program to pressure the
Shamir government to end the expansion of Israeli settle
ments in the West Bank. Even more significantly, the
[sraeli public’s alarm at the growing tensions between
the U.S. and Israeli governments was a major component
in Yitzhak Rabin’s defeat of Shamir in the 1992 Israeli

elections.

In addition to public pressures and, if need be, eco
nomic sanctions, there are important positive incentives the
United States can offer Israel to induce it to agree to a com-
promise peace. First, the American government can offer to
formalize and solidify the de facto U.S. commitment to
Israel’s basic security that has existed since the 1950s. It is
well established that, from Eisenhower onward, most
American presidents have privately offered to join with
Israel in a “mutual” detense pact it Israel made the territor
1al and other concessions necessary to bring about a com
prehensive Arab-Israeli peace settlement.

Second, the United States can offer to participate in an
international peacekeeping force in the Golan Heights and
along the border between Israel and a Palestinian state, or
even to unilaterally station American troops inside Israel
itself. Such actions would significantly add to the alreads
powertul Israeli deterrent against any large-scale Arab
attack and would strengthen the credibility of the American
commitment, much as the U.S. commitments to defend
Berlin and South Korea were made credible by the station-
ing of ground combat troops there.

To be sure, there would be some political opposition in
both Israel and the United States to a formal alliance, espe-
cially if it included a long-term U.S. ground combat pres
ence in the West Bank, the Golan Heights, or Israel itself
The Israelis have always been of two minds about this idea:
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ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

AN INTERVIEW WITH

Edward Said
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rduward dawd 1s also one of the most imiportant cul-
literary critics of the post-war era. His

" -y B e i : ety ' 1
ks Orientalism gnd Culture and Imperialism have rede-

LEVINE: Almost twentv vears ago. in the introduction to

I'be Ouestion of P vou asked, “What are Israel, the

-1

United States, and the Arabs going to do about the Pales-
tinians?” Would you answer this question ditterently today?

SAID: | think the main thing that must strike pcuplt. and
that certainly strikes me, is the fact that we've somehow
r another. Nearly all the way-stations
during the last thirty vears have been negative, or even dis-

ous—such as the expulsion from Lebanon in 1982—and

¥

dsll

: , SEgE AN ol
we always seem [o be given up lor dead, or al least finished
politically. But somehow, nevertheless, we keep going.

) . | wsll — A -
BV NOW wWe ve aq JHHHH.HL'J. cnougn couective mstory to

convince ourselves and the rest of the world that we’re here
to stay and that most of the schemes for diminishing us
haven't fully succeeded—although I think Oslo has come
very close, Also, there has been a general recognition that
Palestinians have to be admitted to the political picture
somehow; though not fully, and certainly not with all of our
history accepted. Unfortunately, even our leaders today have
shied away trom recognizing us as a people who have lived
through all that we have since 1948. The whole emphasis of
the peace process, especially since Oslo (1993), has been on
our forgetting the past, on trying to be pragmatic, trying to
fit into the Israeli scheme of things. But ultimately I think the
overwhelming majoritv of Palestinians today have remained
conscious of the original dispossession, and have sought to
gel f}“fﬂ. -!'-.1{"&]'\"..!1".:!:'__'1'&!. JHL? '!'t'L{‘_'L'H.HL"lE.

LEVINE: You have written that “throughout the five
vears of the peace process, the Palestinian leadership has
shown the most wanton disregard, the most astonishing cal-

lousness, the most unqualified duplicity in handling its

A 1 . " gou sy dowa g @ d e fad ' & ta § g | - -.- -
Mark LeVine is a contributing editor of 11IKKUN and co-chair of
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IJ er { piets nis doctoral dissertation in

moral and political responsibilities with regard to its peo
ple’s past.” Why has the Palestinian leadership been, to
quote vou, “so disgracefully supine” in the negotiations
with Israel? Why has it been so incapable of delivering a
mature, honest, and successful leadership?

SAID: I've known Aratat and many of the people around
him since the late 1960s when I met them in Jordan. What
has impressed me over time, aside from their commitment
to Palestine, which is undeniable, is their sense that Pales-
tine can not come about, that its fultillment as a political
project cannot come about, without the Americans and. to
a certain extent, the Israelis.

During the 1980s when I used to see Arafat in Tunisia, |
became vividly aware of how he thought the United States
was ruled—as a kind of mirror image ot Svria. That is, he
believed that there was one man who ruled everything and
unless you reached out to that man, you were never going to
get anything done. Thus the whole ANC model of mass
organization and mass campaigning for human rights never
penetrated Arafat’s awareness. | got into my first public
debate with the leadership in the late 1980s when I tried to
explain this point of view and criticized their tactics vis-a-vis
the United States, which even then struck me as slavish and
fawning. Second, I also criticized Arafat for not completely
leveling with his people. That is to say, he was trying to make
contact with the Reagan administration at the same time his
rhetoric was going in the other direction

Third, perhaps the most disheartening thing of all, at the
level of sheer competence—that is to say, how to do things,
whether they be negotiations, understanding, or getting to
know vour enemies and the people you're dealing with
(whether vour own people in the West Bank or the Israelis
and Americans)—nothing was done; we remained at an
extremely primitive level. I know for instance that in Tunis
in the 1980s they established an “ America Committee™ to do
research and initiate contacts. Not one member of the com
mittee knew English, and as for “research,” they had a fitful
subscription to Tzme magazine. The same problem existed
with Israel and the Jewish Diaspora. There too the leader
ship—badly educated, unmodern, basically selt-interested
political apparatchiks—was looking for power brokers in

[srael and the United States, not looking for people whose
commitment to the kind of values the struggle required was
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uppermost. And I deeply regretted that. That pattern |
been continued, along with the requirement that we
stantly demonstrate our lovalty to the national leadership no
matter what mistakes it makes. Thus the tact that nobody
demanded an accounting from Aratat of his extraordinan
alliance with Saddam Hussein during the late 1980s and
1990s before the Gult War, the price of which we're still pa
'ln;:L strikes me as lamentable. Not to mention that he’s beei
able to either cow or buy off critical voices by the bushel
LEVINE: Arafat and the Palestinian leadership sec
}}{'“L'R‘u' [I‘J;l!‘ I}'Il‘ ‘\"\n. ."";;Ii{'i"ﬂh"-'l! 15
“better than nothing.” Is it?

SAID: As ftar as I'm concernec
Arafat has sold us down the 1
with the Wve River Memorandum
which has begun unraveling even as
its implementation proceeds on the .
ground. First, the 40 percent of the
land supposedly being given to
Arafat’s corrupt Authority was bro
ken down into bits and pieces, all ol
it HilhiL’Cf to Israel’s choice of tl
location of the land to be partially
vacated and the date it is to be
vacated. I believe Rashid Khalidi
L'\:pl'.]il‘ltd the realitv of percentages
in the last issue of TIKKUN. Add:
tionally, we must understand that the Palestinian areas
for the most part, non-contiguous and allow no free passag:
between them. Jerusalem remains off limits to residents of
the West Bank and Gaza, and most of the rest of the Wye

River Memorandum is taken up with security arrangements

which in etfect commit the Palestinian Authority to Israel’s
security forces, with no reciprocity—even though exprop

ing land, uprooting centuries-old olive trees, and expanding
or building new settlements certainly constitute a continuing
threat to Palestinian security.

So I think the Palestinian leadership should be rous
censured by as many people as possible for so dis
.~;L|pinc a negotiating performance. Aratat and company
have basically delivered themselves to the combined Israel
and U.S. intelligence apparatus, thereby putting an end
anything even resembling a democratic and indeper
Palestinian national life.

Moreover, allowing the CIA to become the arbiter of ou
national life strikes me as, to say the least. a little ext
In tact, there has been a long, surreptitious histor
Palestinian involvement with the CIA which 've alwavs
lamented. Now it's become so blatant that the CIA plus
assorted Palestinians and Israelis can decide what books.
broadcasts, or newspaper articles are considered incitement
and will trigger a process of punishment. It's grotesque. The
CIA has no business in our or any civil society’s life. and the
fact that it has been gien this POWET OVEr us as a way, in
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and flawed strategv. Just thinking about it makes me feel

Arafat and company bhave
basically delivered themselves
to the combined Israeli and
U.S. intelligence apparatus,

J‘Xu‘;‘vfﬁ_\' putting an end to and even
" anything even resembling a
democratic and independent

Palestinian national life.

Arafat’s mind, of pressuring Israel, strikes me, to put i

mildly, as inappropriate and shortsighted.

And. as for the notion that the tinv bits of land that we're

getting are enough at the same time that Defense Ministe
Ariel Sharon is exhorting settlers to take as much land as

. . . . ¥ F 1 '
possible in the interim—that’s part of the same damaged

dacsperatc.

LEVINE: In fact, vou've come out recently against declar-

ing a state in May. Why?

SAID: For practical reasons, we
1..!l"'F'I~1 F‘Ill‘u'k' [1TL' 1-”;|Lw'..!::;-_‘|;~ O a state

We don’t have contiguous territory.

we don’t have sovereignty, control
over territory or water.... And to
try to cover this lack up with

another declaration of statehood,
which we already did in Algiers in
1988, strikes me as a rather pathetic
ludicrous exercise

Actually, when you mention it in
front of audiences in Palestine, as |
did during our recent trip, the
notion E‘rf'il"f;-_’.\ forth ;:igp:lt:w. So who
Aratat thinks he’s fooling, and who
he thinks he’s threatening with this
“declaration,” I don't really know.
People criticize me for personalizing my criticism and
tfocusing on Arafat, but who else is there? There’s no one
else but Aratat—that’s part ot the problem, unfortunately.

LEVINE: If Araftat does declare a state in May, on the
land given in Wye, should American Jews and Arabs sup
port 1t? Wouldn't such a declaration freeze Palestinians into
a reality in which they could not live, while allowing those
who would oppose their struggle for more to call them
“greedy” and “untrustworthy”?

SAID: | think that since Aratat’s been announcing this
state so often, there are many things we should do before
the official announcement next May. In fact, | think we
should make the declaration of the state a secondary, or
even tertiary, focus. Number one, we have to devise a tactic
tor preventing any more expropriation of Palestinian terri
tory. This hasn’t been done. The midnight hour is upon us,
and with Sharon on the rampage, all of our energy should
be spent rescuing as much land as we can.

In other words, what I'm trying to suggest here is that
there are a number of far more important priorities than
just declaring or recognizing a state, both for Israelis and
Palestinians, and for their Diaspora communities. Second, 1
think it’s terribly important for Palestinians to do something
about the fact that Israeli settlements are still being built by
Palestinians and Palestinian contractors. This has to stop.
Third, I think that whether a state is declared or not, cer-

tainly institutions such as schools, universities, health care,
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SAID: You have to understand that the whole two-state
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tations and ethnic cleansings, which 1 hope never happen.

Israel 1s not a Jewish state exclusivelv, because there are
1S ! | ians who are citizens of Israel.
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SAID: | think that 1s the central question. not this tinker-

hth peace process, not i'.-"'i=':. the games of all the
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courage the strong o get

stronger and the weak to get weaker. What is of the utmost
importance now, although it might seem like a small. almost
ender hope, 1s to tind like-minded people on the
[sraeli and Americai ish side to talk with Palestinians
vho belie lemocracy, citizenship, and co-existence,
ind to develop an irresistible current that will lead to the
s 1L10M .'1i"“' 1aea
Evervone would be surprised as to how many people
actually believe that this kind of co-existence is possible,
whether vou call it binationalism, cantonization, confedera
on. but somethis it takes seriously into account the full
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inother serious political alternative available.

LEVINE: Even if the proposed final solution 1s more like
Oslo than \\x oty

= _ , : :
SAID: Yes, because, to repeat, Oslo was based on sepa

ration, and the only separation that has taken place and that

can IJLLU [‘!\!L'u 1S NOTL 4 ["|!1"~‘~Ik al separation but a separation
: .

of the powerless and the powertul; but even that isn’t a real

separation because the powerful need the powerless to
W [ oo e
exploit and to have as a symbol of their power
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alwavs struck me as the meaning of Oslo. to resolve the
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Palestinian problem by consigning Palestinians to the role
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onlv come a tullv schematized apartheid. an intensified ver
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sion of the situation of Palestinians inside Israel. We must
IMOAC 1"&"1!."!]L!. E}‘: i1

LEVINE: It vou |~.-_|‘] =.1|!; power 1o create l\l_.r'.,u;-".*l_;',
era, but in this generation .

SAID: Yes, | understand precisely. First

state—not 1N some messianic
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has to deal with issues of social and politi-
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cal justice, wherebyv the main categoryv is that of the citizen,
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and not the privileged member of an unassailable commu
nity—whether Jewish, Muslim, Arab, or whatever. And 1
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think that this 1s a category sorely lacking in the Arab world
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today, and certammiy 1t s lacking inside Israel as rar as the
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ISRAEL AND PALESTINE

Palestinians have accepted the
continual implementation of the
[sraeli occupation through thirty
one years, particularly as pertains
to the creation of a ring of settle
ments around Jerusalem. Why
do vou think it has been so hard
for Palestinians to successtully
develop and deploy a movement
of massive non-violent resistance
to the occupation?

SAID: The violence in my
opinion has always been counter
productive. It's led absolutely
nowhere; it's polarized people,
it's produced ftor Palestinians
more confinement, more expro

= : s .,
priation of land, more impoverishment of rights and n

ment. It’s led, in fact, to the inequities of Oslo. The mai
problem has been the tension between the demands of lo
alty to a nationalist leadership on the one hand, and on tl
other the desperate requirement that Palestinians shoul
have a national leadership up to the task at hand. We've
always picked the former and stuck with nationalist leade
that seem to require from us lovalty at any cost. We have:

i 1 ¥
demanded from the cadres who have produced the PLO o

the ground, whether we're speaking of Faisal Husseini or of

1

the ones who came in from Tunis after 1994, we haven'i
required from them the kind of performance that is ade
quate to stop Israeli impingements in Jerusalem or the

of the West Bank.

That’s the part that mystifies me the most. I mean we’

learned neither the lessons of no

- \
% | |
N-vV9iolent mass struggel

whether in the United States. South Africa. or India. nor ths

A 0dR 5

means of successtul violent strugele such as occurred in

Vietnam or Algeria. That’s the problem we have to o

come. We have to at least trv to remembet

and benent i

th’ L’f\']"L‘I'iL‘iu't' of 1'.-”]1'1'.*«. '['|"|F.J.- ‘.i‘.—a'::;.m no wav we can stop
what’s happening now without serious alliances between us
and like-minded Israeli Jews. And I don’t mean the kind of

expedient alliances that tie the PLO to the Labor Party

which was considered a major breakthrough

Where 1 difter from my Palestinian contemporaries and
friends—and this is a very important point also—is that |
think it’s vitally important for Palestinians to take their mes
sage inside Israeli society, not through violent means but
rather through intellectual and political means. We've never
done that; we've always found people willing to come to us
but we’ve never been willing to go in a revolutionarv and
innovative way inside Israeli society and bring our message
to people directly. This is of the utmost importance; when
many Palestinians say, “We don’t want ‘normalization’ with

Israelis,” they are not realizing that it has nothing to do with

normalization. It has evervthing to do with what Gramsci

14 TikkuN
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says—of creating a new hege
mony, a new consent, of a policy
of convincing Israelis that we're
here to stay and that the only
way we re both going to survive
is to survive together in some
equitable way.

LEVINE: After vour talk at
the Landscape Perspectives on
Palestine conference we both
attended at Bir Zeit Universitv in
November, a colleague told me
that many if not most of his stu
dents were put off, or at least
uninterested, by your call for
them to obtain an understanding

tor the Jewish suffering, particu

larly the

Holocaust, that is part of the complex
Israeli/Jewish psychology underlying current attitudes
toward “security’ and giving up land ftor peace. Are there
any practical steps that might be taken to get that con
sciousness more widely accepted in the Palestinian world?
SAID: I must say that this is the most immediate issue in
my mind in terms of both strategy and tactics—that is, how
to work with Israelis, with the “Other.” In the first place
most liberation movements have always targeted segments
of the adversarial community for cooperation and commu
nication and joint work. It was certainly true in South
Africa, Vietnam, and Algeria. So why it should be any dif
ferent here is beyond my comprehension. Second, whatever
other colonialists were, they were not like Jews, who came
to Palestine bringing with them their history in this land.

-hl

The French colonists who came to Algeria in the nineteenth

century were not bringing with them their history, they were
trying to start a new history there, as were the Boers in
South Africa. But the Jews were tryving to revive a history as
well as bringing their history of persecution and genocide in
Europe with them.

Now I know it’s asking a lot to ask Palestinians, who have
suffered dispossession and not a wit of understanding or
compassion from most Jewish immigrants, to understand
this point of view, but I think it’s absolutely necessary if both
of us are to admit the facts of each other’s history. What I do
say is that it’s extremely important for us to admit the dimen-
sion of suffering that occurred with the Holocaust and at the
same time to declare that it has nothing to do with us in the
sense that we didn't cause it and we can’t be expected to pay
tor the crime of genocide. That it happened is one thing;
that it can be exploited at our expense is quite another.

This is very difficult for Palestinians to understand: so
when 1 say to Palestinians that the Holocaust is an experience
of collective suffering that all Jews share, they think that this
is in some way giving up something to Zionism, when in fact
it has nothing to do with Zionism, but rather with accepting
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ti-Semitism and identity—identity as a fixed, stable, essentialized and
t and say that we, nativized thing, rather than identity as a composite, con-
nes who have to stantly changing, fluid series of currents, mixed and varied
hat at all times.
to the idea that ['m verv pleased to register myself under the banner of
Lerner, have multiculturalism, not as a pastime or academic slogan, but
has become a rather as a way to work with others who are jammed
ulture and to together with me on a tiny territory—to bring it now to
ct has long Palestine and Israel—and who so far have managed to sur
vive by denying the tull historical and political existence of
onclusion in the other. So I think multiculturalism can be consonant
ciation of anti with ideals of emancipation and enlightenment if it’s
h century | make applied to concrete situations in which people of different
riental people and cultures have not been able to live together peacefully, but
the enfranchise IN My OpInion can.
came part of the LEVINE: So how do you actualize this transformation
e that the con- trom theoretical intervention to practical strategy that can
tern civilization lead to solidarity on the ground?
| in the thinking SAID: Given the limitations that I have to work with—my

| Ben-Gurion. | think distance from the scene, my illness and age—it really is with

raelis and Jews speaking and writing, and trying to address audiences that
el is not part of in the past | would have preferred not to address, to talk in
| thus Israel has to ways that more genuinely tally with what [ detine as the
nt, and the notion intellectual’s role: to be a voice of dissent and provocation,
perior, Western, rather than of comfort and mere ‘solidarity’; to speak essen

s, in my opin tially one universal and accessible language. -l
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SEEKING PEACE

Nonviolence

The Hope of the Future

Jobn Dear

n a world of war and injustice, anv real spirituality has

O €ngagc the *-f.i"lt_‘.'_};!; for peace and justice In a ¢

ture of violence like ours, what we need from peopl
e . 1
of taith and conscience are active spiritualities of noi

. T i 1 .1 1 1 1
‘.'It"lit.'ﬂt_'L‘, .‘\:'I'x'k' more than ever, we need the faith-based non

violence practiced by Abraham Heschel, Dorothy Da Our warmaking economy thrives on the death of others,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mohandas Gandhi and so we keep on bombing and preparing for war, even

Currently, over 40,000 people, mostly children, die ever though we have no enemies. We cut funding tor jobs, health
day of starvation (at least 20 million a vear), while over 30 care, education, and food for the hungry, but increase our
wars are being waged and over 20,000 nuclear weapons ar military spending by another $100 billion. The bomb mak-
still maintained. From starvation to ethnic hatred to wa ers and military “defense” contractors grow rich on the sut
and the ongoing threat of global destruction, the spectrun fering of the world’s children. In the process, we lose any
of violence overshadows us all trace of authentic religious belief.

In a world of suftering and systemic injustice, our faith Look at the situation in Irag. By bombing Iraqg, we killed
must address these realities, seek peace, and ofter the alter [raqi people to send a message to Saddam that he should
native vision of nonviolence, or it loses its authenticity, a not kill Iragi people or threaten other nations, There is no

. the prophets insist. logic to such madness, vet we repeat this failed policy time

We in the United States can no longer claim a privat and time again. As a result, the people and children of Irag

spiritualized religion when our own country leads the way have suttered too much. Already, according to the United
) in this addiction to violence and thus violates every spiritua Nations, more than one million Iraqi civilians have died as a

and moral value. Dr. King called America “the greatest pus result of the economic sanctions, They should not have to

vevor of v Il‘|k']*L"-_' Oon earth 10day

sufter any more—whether trom the Iragi government or the

to make it the greatest purvevor ol peac U.S. government.

Last summer, the United States bombed Sudan and We should stop all our plans to bomb Iraq, and immedi-
Atghanistan, killing at least 30 people, in response to te ately lift the economic sanctions, while continuing an
rorist bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenva and Tanzania embargo of arms transfers and sales to Iraq and all other
which killed 263 people and injured more than 5,500 nations of the Middle East. That would be a big step

In December, we watched in horror as the United State: toward creating a region free of all weapons of mass
bombed Iraq killing at least 65 people, injuring score destruction. Meanwhile, we should dismantle our own
more, destroving schools and hospitals, and knocking out stockpile of nuclear weapons, something the end of the
water supplies in Baghdad for over 300,000 people Cold War called for vears ago. Then, we might lift the pall

Retaliatory violence, bombing raids, and war never solv of tear that covers the human race and learn new nonvio-
;lrlju'l|]i|1;1. State-sanctioned murder not only violates inter lent, I‘mH-l‘t‘ti“I;lI}' wavs to resolve our conflicts.
national law, it also inflames existing hatred and leads to Even as we reverse our policies toward Iraq and the world,
further terrorist attacks and even more distrust, death, and we also need to pursue a deep, spiritual change. As people of
destruction. Armed military terror, initiated bv the United faith, we not only need to demand that our country disarm its =
States and aimed at Africa or Asia, escalates the spiral of weapons and seek justice and peace with all, we need to live l
violence in regions already drenched in blood and despair out a new spirituality based on active nonviolence. 2

Nonviolence is a way of life which holds that every :
Rev. Jobn Dear is the executive director of the Fellowship of human being is equal, a child of God, a sister or brother. 2
Reconctliation, the largest interfaitl Given this basic faith principle, we should, first of all, not :
United States, based in Nyack, NY. He is the author of hurt or kill anyone, much less look the other way in the face @
Fr‘rjrjlfl'\ (1t lir;lﬁ.”.f.f. |:'I'.-'|."I "."I'-'".',-".'-'n-."'.'_ ’ =

I -
(conttmued on page 67) =2
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Saint

4 I
TV OFr

Mary (

onization ot Edith Stein has been quite
properly a source of outrage and anguish for both
the Jewish and Catholic communities. It contains

within itself tormenting problems for both

t proper atten

10N, 1O raise paini | questions. We n 1Sk i"'i1.“~L']‘-.t."’~ Is
CONVEersion neces i '*l"\\i | COnversion an act ui[h
different moral valences at ditferent historical moments?
What is the relationship of the private spiritual—let us call it
\ppetite, vocation, ambition—to the soul’s connection to

other human beings. and to the 1

sponsibility of public wit
] 1 L] a2 | -
NESSr How do questions ol gender attect the nature ilFll]
course of a religious life
[t is crucial that Stein’s canonization and the issues it
" b aikilinpnnad Son sheoin Eolll aouk cibiaes tsavniin ol o
aises be addressed in their tull and olten paradoxical com

: S . , .
plexity. This 1s not to sav that | teel in anv wayv ambivalent

the wrongness of Stein’s canonization, only that I feel

1N 4 SpeCial PposIfion o AIsCuss the extent and *«H‘.Hh'[EL‘H ol 1ts

venture to say that |.' 1m :'!":-. u_'-.111‘.1!1m[n1' O

» with a picture of Edith Stein in her

familv home. and the onlv one whose parents were members

1 1 1 = |
lith Stein Guild. In addition to this specialized

1 1 3. .1 : y Y. A . ; i
'r‘li]'i“-"-'ii't.h.'l.. [ DEIIEVE l| nave, as a Latholic, an ""!‘wlkiﬁ.']"‘- under

- L1 O | ¥ .
LATICIRIIE O] LK

meaning of canonization and the place ol
canonized saints in the lives of Catholics

I 3 N 2, - o4 T, g i ,i. 1: 1.}
IT 15 DOSSIDIE [O sav at once that the AdINOI1IC churchn

would be unrecognizable without the existence of canonized
SaInits '-.i'i'l._!'l'iL't'f i"ﬂ., d I:L'-.I'Eaﬂ: |,'“-‘r!'=!.|t!x'. .i'-'l.; .1:m" I}‘nﬂ []"Ii‘["-.'
i?ih‘[‘ﬁﬂt}itﬂ rJ'h1”;.:l?*J|H[ﬁ.H jl}‘ .HIHIWrxﬂipniihlikL'dH
Oscar; not getting the Oscar doesn’'t mean that the movie
wasn't made, wasn’t good, or didn’t get critical approval.

Canonization is primarily about publicity in the etymologi-

i 1 1 } " -
and literal sense: making public, disseminating informa
1 1 1 ( 1
tion about a life primarily so that life might be emulated. By

1 ; ] L.: ) sakrakan 1
denninion, a saint 1s LrﬁW‘“L'UT]H]-J“xilﬁ.UElKjHJIHJIH!ﬂ.[iL”

is to say, has achieved her or his eternal reward and resides

for all eternity in heaven. One need not be canonized to be a

saint, even to be praved to. The Feast of All Saints, one of

the most sacred of the Church vear, celebrates all such

. - LI
st recent works are The Shadow Man, a mem
Seeing Through Places. g collection of

evsavs. will L. ,-‘:-I".'I'I"_.I'\'\ “_- next vear ;‘”_-._r 15 | A, 1|'| :r.l:-._ rcent _\}L-EJ—L,‘”.I}'.-_

3 f r ) " ¥ 11
Professor of English at Barnard Colleg,

3

b e

>

blessed men and women, whether or not their names are
known. Canonization is the Church’s way of asserting that
this lite is exemplary and worthy of special recognition. Like
all acts importantly concerned with publicity, there are often

1 1
1] motives behind canon

e " ol gt Laiels §z.:
cCONOMIC anda I“:lu;ul..:-..'- l“tll.‘..t

1Zation 1[ 15 NO ACCident ‘.|!.=§ I Thg

reign of John Paul 11,

] ) |
Bishop Oscar Romero, assassinated by the El Salvadoran
right wing: Dorothy Day; and Pope John XXIII have not
1 1 *] : | ] .
been canonized, while Edith Stein and Padre Pio, a southern
1 1 .1 1 1 1
[talian stygmatist who predicted the end of the world in the
1950s, are about to be elevated this coming vear.
. 1 | g e
Canonization, then, does nothing for the canonized; it is,
rather, a living metaphor tor what the Church holds valu
ble and e | o
able and praiseworthy at a particular historical moment
y . 1 . s
['he project of canonizing Edith Stein presses a lot of
Pope John Paul’s tenderest buttons. He has been adamant,

1 1 1
obsessive even. in asserting that the Holocaust had other

1

victims than lews. What he means bv “other” 1s Catholic.

This is important for him as a Pole, and as someone who

was, In his personal lite, courageous in detense of Jews anc
in resistance to the Nazis. In addition, Edith Stein was a
noted phenomonologist, a student of the philosopher
Edmund Husserl, and the Pope did his thesis on the work

of Husserl when he was still Karvl Wotvil

a, student.
. s i 1 i 1
I will digress a moment to describe the particular histori
cal and cultural tantasy to which Karvl Wotyila and my
family are both heirs. This fantasv is a tribal folie a deux in

which each g

roup—i atholics and Jews—sees the other as
the “important” other, Protestants never having been major

plavers in the same way for either faith. It is easy to imagine
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that Jews might have seen themselves cut off
from the dominant intellectual, aesthetic, and
historical traditions represented by European
Catholicism, to say nothing of the sheer polit

ical and economic power represented by

Catholicism and its interests, and that this pel
ception might lead them to wish to become
part of the dominant group. More subtle is

the Catholic fascination with Jews, a post

1Zed I

Enlightenment phenomenon centra
northern Europe, but not exclusive to it, most
common among intellectuals, but not limited to them

habit of mind sees in the Jews, the people of the bool
richness and giftedness, an ancient

provenance which th

}‘r:;'ri.'::i\'f:rs would like to approac h and, ideally, to transtor
and to absorb. Catholic intellectuals—and this 1s
despite certain well-cherished prejudices, an oxyn
have treasured a dream of a complex and intellect
respectable philosophical base to their faith in which the
dominant secularism that has constituted mod
now postmodernist) thought would be offered an altern
1'[‘-;:; n[. f;iiTh. E-HT ‘_'HUL']'l d PCrsomn _H‘.-.If ‘.I'.; nresent Pop
one—Edith Stein, the intellectual’s intellectual, a |«
Carmelite, a Holocaust victim, is the most desirabl

e

!‘J]l.: ],"FL‘I'.‘-HI'I E'I! .1” "-.K'hi"- k'HHEt! 1"- PIrCsC NLg ..‘: [Or canoniz

For Jews, questions ot conversion have al

._". el .
inflected by history: when one’s people have been ordered to
. . 1 1 1
convert at the point of death, when one 1s part of a bel

guered minority whose survival is at stake, whose extinction

is a goal of the dominant majority, then each person’s ren
from the beleaguered minority can reasonably be seen
abandonment. Given this. | will vet make
and it may be for some people a large one—that a conve
from Judaism to Christianitv can be a sincere act, motivate

by responsiveness to—for lack of a better word—the stvle

another faith. I use the word style not to suggest something
divorced from and inferior to content, but to indicat: _
rhythmic imprint, a map for the ordering of the world. |
would argue that it is possible to see a conversion as fulfilling
a deep temperamental need, and this, it seems to me, wa
case when Edith Stein converted in 1922

In the context of the deeply problematic history of the

Jews in Germany, the Twenties were a period of relativel

I Le

- . i I . 1
easy assimilation. Jews had some positions of authority and

rank, they were able to attend the university and hold public
oftice, they owned property and had full political rights

Edith Stein was a perfect example of an assimilated Jew

Born in 1891 in Breslau. Germanv. the dauehter of

WwWas a4 21rfied student wno

Orthodox lumber merchant, she
declared herself an atheist as a teenager, and pursued he:
philosophical career at the University of Gottingen. In

milieu like Stein’s, it was possible to ignore the underlying
poison that would result in the rise of Nazism, or at least not

have it as an important part of one’s consciousness. In het
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studies at the university, Edith Stein moved
from the philosophical basis of phenomenol
ogy to a taste for a more theological outlook.

This shift in focus was in part motivated by h

1A% L

experience of the Great War, in which she

1IN

served as a nurse in a hospital tor infectiou

diseases, and by the example of the widow of s

friend of hers killed in the war. whose rel

L |

. , .
giously-based acceptance of the loss of h
husband was an inspiration to Stein. At th
time, many Jewish phenomenologists, includ

ing Husserl himselt, had converted to Christianity, attracted

by the Incarnational theology of the New Testament
It was at the home of her triend the war widow that
Edith Stein first read St. Theresa of Avila’s spiritual autobs

ography. She read it ravenously one night. and felt she had

found the truth tor which she had been searching. The road

to Rome was a straight one from Awvila; it was the example ol

the spiritual achievement of Theresa—intellectual, poetic

highly literarv—that was the most important catalyst to

Stein s conversion.

It would be ditficult to find a model like Theresa in lewish

lore. That is to say, a woman, highly trained in spiritual disci

pline, who had authority and power, who was encouraged to

speak at length of her mystical experience. The Judaism of
(Germany in the 1920s—even had Stein been well-versed in its
traditions, which she was not—would not have provided h

with the spiritual education, the kind of Olympian level of

mentoring, that Catholicism offered (with important limira

tions, ordination being one of them) to women with spiritual

ambitions and appetites. Judith Heshcopt Banki, Associate

i

1€ AmMerican

National Director of Interreligious Affairs of t

Jewish Committee, has remarked:

We may regret her (Stein’s) conversion to what her nie

& + 1
L‘.]H'\'J ';]'IL' I‘l‘h;lH!'H ol oul PETSCC LILOTS Hltf TIVEnN the extra

ordinary combination of intellectual brilliance and spit

|
1 ‘ 1 1.1
tual hunger that came together in her, where could sh

have turned in the Jewish community of her time? Was

there a Talmud Torah or rabbinical academy that would
have taken her speculative philosophical interests ser

"IH"']'\" EIH‘-.R' k'l'lli]l.1 “-E]L' Nave r:‘Ih.llh.'l.l onto [l'!‘-_' Ih,'i.- l

demanding legacy of rabbinic thought as a woman, and an
argumentative woman at that? Recalling the much-told >
story that Franz Rosenzweig was called back trom the
threshold of conversion to Christianity by a visit to an

Orthodox synagogue on the eve of Yom Kippur, Rabbi

Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer asks whether Rosenzweig

'1"..1"'.J|l.!
have remained “if he had been hurried upstairs to sit
behind a mehiza.” s

TESY

The situation of Jews in 1933, when Edith Stein entered
the Carmelite convent, had shitted from easy assimilation to
persecution. It Edith Stein had died in 1922 or 1923, run =
down by a tram or felled by a bacterium, she would be a per 1
son who received my great admiration. Many of us would ”
be attracted to the sweep of her philosophical work. Her #
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especially, those who had converted to Catholicism—to stand intellectual one, text-based. | have been unequivocally

and die with their people? Can we not take Stein at her word opposed to her canonization because I believed Stein was

that she believed she was doing the greatest good for the Jews guilty of an intellectual and moral sin: endorsing the notion

and the world by devoting her lite to praying for them? that Jews had sinned in their failure to convert to

These could be lett as tantalizing questions were it not tor Christianity. In researching this point, however, | discon
the question of canonization. As I noted, to be canonized is ered an interesting ambiguity—unsolvable by me. but point
a public certification, not of interestingness, but of sanctit ing to some of the conundrums Stein creates.
believe it would be possible to see Stein as a compelling but The idea finds its expression in Stein’s spiritual last will
| :

. . : : .. . : '
disturbing woman whose life came together at a particulas and testament in which she asked God to accept her life

1 . 1|i T -,."-,al-'; 11 1':||.' Iil”tll -!__||‘1!- do0es T8 1 I:_:.._‘ | . ) )
moment of nightmarc. but th RUELE BUILS Rk ¢ tor the atonement of the unbeliet of the Jewish People

and for this: that the Lord may be accepted by His own

people and His kingdom may come in glory, for the sal

#1 ‘b(’ (:bf!’f'{'f{? {ff"»'t‘_’.'&' 101 ff(’("tif IZOre

vation of Germany and tor world peace

. ™ ; . 7 e B [ ! +. " J 7 ] e f i 'erc It - ] . . . | TeE COnNsi féx!
.'slih’.-"ff.’s,' 71 d”{,l.‘ ;‘;{.L.“f to atone for its [hese "..j\”?klh“klf_iLs‘-‘td-lLL[H].l.]]ll.]”i"lt .nlu_uai con .|].:
' about Stein. But in reading a biography of Stein written by
SIS /(N{‘u’}‘{.x f/"{_‘ ]{'f’f' ‘f_\,'/_"? /ﬂ’{’(’);’?/{ A an Orthodox Catholic Partisan, who locates herself in a
. f : S :
Carmelite Convent, I discovered at the end of her preface

the following tuller translation of the same text:

such latitude or equivocalness in judgement when it cano : S s
o . N May the Lord accept myv life and death tor the honos
1ZCS. tH{J':H‘II!Ir-’I. 1S 1O seal, ITom on nigh, th NLcri , . | e 3
Sy SN ; : ; : and glory of his name, for the needs of his Hol
of a saint’s lite. It is not possible to sav that a saint has si

| : Church—especially tor the preservation, sanctification
grievously without repentance, even without conscious and final pertecting ot our holy Order, and in particula
In canonizing Edith Stein, the Church removes all possib for the Carmels of Cologne and Echt—for the Jewish
ity of doubt about whether her de people, that the Lord may be received by his own and
selt-interested in a morally compromising tashion his kingdom come in glory, for the deliverance of

sciously self-hatine. and so ethicallv problematic. It certifies (Germany and peace throughout the world, and tinally
It 4% 4an i!]i_"-.i.'lllnl"i'a '.5.___-“; At lor ':lH my i'L‘]'.II]."'.'L"'-h ]I."-. Ing and '-.EL'.h.i, \I.ilii J“ whom God
But obiections about the canonization of Edith Steis has given me: may none of them be lost.
don’t come from questions ol the "_Eil':i? ess of her voca Both [1';1!151.l1’iﬂ1h cite 111*; same nri_uin;il sOUTCC, 1.tu' SULEIn
tional choices. Rather, they come from two main sources documents presented to the Holy Othice of Canonization
First, there is a disagreement about the reasons for he § l'i‘t'.tki.“n d Ll.lt.}.ul'l;.‘l‘ll..'s_‘ to anv assessment of Edith Stein as
death. The Church asserts that Edith Stein was sent to a thinker whether or not she interpreted Jews’ non-conver
Auschwitz in 1942 as a martvr to the faith, not as one of si sion as a sin. In both translations, the suggested hope that
million Jews. They assert that she was hunted down in | “the Lord may be accepted by His own people”/“received
Dutch convent because of an anti-Nazi letter written by the by his own” certainly has a whiff of a dream of large scale
bishops of Holland, and therefore her death was an act of conversion, but this is tonally very different from an accusa-
odium fdei, hatred of the faith, Those who disagree see he tion of sin. The differences in translation point to the emo
death as no different from any other Jew's. The other nuns tionally charged, contused, and shaky ground on which the
who were killed at Auschwitz were also Jewish converts Stein case rests.
One of them was Stein’s less-gifted R ho joi Even the more favorable translation does not alter ms

her as a Carmelite. When Stein applied for asvlum for hes belief that it was a grave offense to the Jewish community

selt and her sister at a convent in Switzerland, she was told on the part of the Catholic Church to canonize Edith Stein
there was a place for her, but not her sister. She refused to The Church does not need more saints; it does need

g0 without her sister, and the two died togethe to atone for its sins toward the Jewish people, and it does

The other objection to Stein's canonization stems from need to avoid creating any greater scandal and offense to
the notion that in certifving someone as a saint, the Churcl the Jews. The canonization of Edith Stein is the wishful
is urging her example to be followed by the living. In th re-dreaming of Europeans who have a stake in believing
case of Edith Stein, this would suggest that the Chur that the Holocaust was something other than what it was
urging the conversion of Jews to Catholicism. The work o the determination to obliterate the Jewish people. That
the Second Vatican Council (1959-63) went a long way Catholics and other non-Jews perished as well is certainly
towards asserting that Catholics were not in the business of worth remembering, but it is not central to the case. St.
wholesale evangelization of Jews, and the Stein canoniza Edith Stein pushes the image of the non-Jewish victim of
tion would seem to undo much of its work the Holocaust to an unnatural place in the spotlight, a

[ have a third objection to Stein’s canonization. It is a vexed place that is distorting to real vision. "

20 FIKKUN Voir.14. N
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tradition that, through its explicit message of chosennes: personal. Witness the rise ot the Toolbox, Hillel's lates
implicitly denigrates non-Jews; still others have their own innovation in Jewish programming. Posted on Hillel’s web
methods of connecting with Judaism that do not necessarily site, the Toolbox is a compilation of JCSC programs, a sor
involve Hillel. For such students, Hillel is just anothe: of “how to” manual for the uninitiated. Interested in
cligue: warm and wonderful and highly ettective tor the putting together a program for Shavuot? The Toolbox
small coterie of individuals who spend most of their time ofters ideas, describes processes, and even lists usetul phone
there, but dorky and isolating and socially awkward tos numbers for the staging of your event. The brainchild of
those who do not. JCSC supervisor Rhoda Weisman, the Toolbox
To address this image problem, Hillel, with the " provides an excellent resource for those in search
help ot New York philanthropist Michael Stein v of the perfect programming idea. However, its use
hardt, endowed a series of one-vear tellowships 4 : fulness only reinforces the corporate atmosphere
known collectively as the Steinhardt Jewish Ve \ of the organization. Religious practice becomes a
Campus Service Corps (JCSC), ot which I was ‘.\’ \ commodity like any other, and Hillel becomes the
a recipient two years ago at the University of = Jewish world’s Starbucks or Blockbuster.
Calitornia, Los Angeles. The JCSC Fellowship is ” The tranchising of Hillel empties the rituals that
offered to recent ILﬁ'l1llal_'}.1t. graduates who are - \ [}IL‘I.H';_UHIILIUH]] promotcs of much of then SN
encouraged to operate outside the traditional Hillel frams cance, and gives rise instead to Judaism as gimmick. Perhaps
work in order to bring more college-age Jews into Hillel; as it should be encouraging that several dozen students spent a
the 1997 Hillel annual report boasts number of afternoons constructing a sixty pound dumpling
Where do vont expect to find Hillel on campus? In th to showcase an aspect of Jewish lite. It would be nice, atter
Hillel building o intoilanh cetter? Think seas No all, to think that the whole recipe tor Jewish renewal could be
SpkBO b G B saii et fo il oaibit deo found in several hundred boxes of matzoh meal. The da
Hillel is bringing Jewish experiences to students in tr; ger, it seems to me, is that the matzoh ball no longe: repre
ternity and sorority houses, dorms, and dining hal sents something Jewish; it becomes Judaism. Symbol

triumphs over substance: students approach the display, read

\IIU” may E‘i ""lll'::"ulh'-.'l.! 1O I=.'.'.E:= 1hat I WISHD Renalssanc
is taking place on athletic fields, in art galleries, and i the brief synopsis of the Passover story offered in the poste:
'“‘““i”” unions anywhere on campus that Jewish st board placard, and walk away confident that in so doing they
CESES COngTagay have fulfilled their Pesach obligation to retell the story

Now in its fifth year, the JCSC program has grown dra Examples of this emphasis on a marketed Judaism
matically, from twenty-one Fellows in 1994 to more thas abound in modern Hillel parlance. “Tabling,” or sitting in
seventy-five this vear. Almost universally praised, and con the middle of campus at a designated table upon which the
sistently ottered as proot of Hillel's success, the JCS( JCSC places tlyers promoting Hillel events, 1s ot critical
Fellowship is the bedrock upon which subsequent Hillel importance to the JCSC strategy. JCSCs are encouraged to
Initiatives rest, use portions of their budgets to purchase various items to

-I-}'IUIJ_EI'I H'%[k'!‘l'»ihl:". carriers ol ="'-'u‘i I'c I‘ £ | Liiﬁrihun; ds “}H'i:/';k“ O [h-;h-l._' W i'.n ,1l_r_l,1l1H'a *-1{15'1 l1 | 1I||
the arrival of the JCSC retlects a subtle, deeply troubling table. Some Fellows use their funds to buy holiday-specific
trend in modern American Judaism. Call it the mass market toods (hamentashen tor Purim, suvganiyot tor Chanukah
ing of Jewish cultural expression, perhaps best expressed in while others apply theirs towards more lasting paraphernalia
the language of the Hillel movement. When Richard Joel such as cigarette lighters embossed with the logo “Lights Up
reters repeatedly in his meetings to “fashioning the fran For Judaism,” kazoos, and samples of Calvin Klein’s CK |
chise” that is Hillel, we begin to understand how even the cologne. Proponents of the JCSC strategy ofter as justifica

best of intentions can lead to unexpected results. One ha tion the need to provide an interface, a point of entry from

only to thumb through a copy of Hillel's annual report 1 which disatfected Jewish students can launch themselves into

recognize its similarity to that published by any number

the larger world ot Jewish observance. But what kind ol

Fortune 500 companies. Joel’s mantra is that Hillels world renewal do we seek? Promoting such a “carrots-and-sticks’
wide should enjov “interdependent self-sufficiency.” a mentality runs the risk ol reducing Judaism to the stuft of
which in appropriately murky business-speak allows each television infomercials: For just $19.99 (or vour participation
agency to boast real success without establishing strict deh in our matzoh ball extravaganza). vou. too. can be the proud
nitions of such success. At the various yearly conferences the owner of this one-of-a-kind cigarette lighter. And when wi

key word 1s “Engagement”: we must “engage” student: take our lighter home and it falls apart, we have as our endu

l. What then

campus Jewish lite, and then

empower’ them to remain ing memory ... the building of a matzoh ba

committed. That's the equivalent in corporate terms of mak motivates the Jewish student to return to Judaism when

. : g

ing the hard sell and ensuring buyer lovalty Hillel's own emphasis on alternative forms suggests an easie
In its guise as a corporate entity, Hillel becomes im (less substantial) means of Jewish expression?
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MONEY & MEANING

Campaign Finance Reform

Micab L. Sifry

“Big money in politics is the moral issue of our time.”—Senaror Paul Wellstone

ews have long understood tl
American democracy
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wealthy donors. Our re
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It is an open secret that Jew
current system in num
the population. According to
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Democratic financing,
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the Center tor Responsive Polit
group on money in politics
als gave $4.2 million to members ol
cycle, more than anv other singls
Wealth has fed a sense of Jewisl tical securit
| 11'!iIL‘ti States. So let’s not bea
ihL' ot e ﬂul“ lew iJi: SeCurimn ~!'I|:i!-ix|" Will Jewish intlu
ence on elected othcials or on the issu
lessen? No. A level inancial plaving
about unilateral disarmament here)

| ]
LY INVIEOrate ot

forms of political participation. “The Jewish community,
because it votes disproportionately, volunteers dispropor
tionately and runs for office disproportionately, will do well
in any system,  says Rabbi David Saperstein, head of the
Religious Action Center of Retorm Judaism. Jews in America
have flourished in politics because of their engagement,
activism, and the integrity of the causes they espouse. Thus
any reforms that make our political system more democratic

and pluralistic should be “good for the Jews.”

s there any doubt that the system needs fundamental
I1'L-tm'mf This was the first billion-dollar-plus congres
sional election in American history—and the final campaign
reports aren’t even in yet. Senate and House candidates
raised at least $575.3 million through October 14—an 11
percent increase over the last mid-term election in 1994, The
various party committees reported raising $291.5 million in
hard money, almost 25 percent more than they gathered in
1994. And both parties roped in $172.5 million in soft
money contributions, a whopping 112.4 percent increase in
their receipt of these huge, unregulated donations over the
previous mid-term cycle. That adds up to more than a bil-
lion dollars, without even counting the additional money
!:u!qwmiu‘llh' spent }1}' various interest groups %1:1}%1'1:}_‘- (O
influence the election returns.

The vast bulk of this money flowed to congressional
incumbents, who—not surprisingly—did very well on
Election Day. In the House, where the disparity in funding
between challengers and incumbents is typically huge, ove:
98 percent won re-election. More than 60 percent of House
districts saw one candidate outspending the other by a mar-
gin of 10:1 or more. In the Senate, where the funding
match-ups were occasionally more even, 90 percent of the
incumbents won re-election. Overall, 95 percent of the can
didates who spent the most money won—and in nearly
every case where the higher spender lost it was because the
victorious challenger had nearly as much money to spend.

As with past elections, the biggest sources for all this
cash were a tiny elite, mostly representing business inter-

ests: Wall Street, bankers. tobacco. insurance. real estate., oil

and gas companies, telephone utilities, etc. Just .25 percent
of the population supplies 80 percent of the individual con-

tributions to congressional campaigns. And this group is
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and on. And n every case we find the narrow interests ol
1zed money swinging the vote against the broader
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racy and pluralism, never has there been such a tremendous

gap between the American people and their political repre
sentatives. Turnout in the 1998 elections dropped again, trom
38 percent of eligible voters in 1994 to just 36 percent this
past November. People don’t care to vote when they don't

think their choices will make much difference in decisions

that attect their lives. And polls consistently show that the

public thinks their representatives are more responsive to the

special interests who fund their campaigns than to their own
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major problems with the existing system of privatel

financed campaigns by creating an alternative, competitive

campaign finance system alongside the current one. It stops

L

the flow of special interest money into campaigns by creating

an alternative source of hnancing that enables candidates t

3 . s T 1 1 1 i
refuse all private contributions. It ends the money chase for

candidates who can demonstrate a threshold level of popu
lar support. It reduces and limits campaign spending by
inducing candidates to voluntarily accept such limits. I
opens up the system to more candidates, thus turning
the tables on those who say campaign tinance reform
would limit free speech because candidates will no

longer be deterred bv the burden of big mones

fundraising. And by freeing candidates to meet and lis

-5 LS

1 1
|}

ten to voters and debate issues rather than spend most
of their time buttering-up potential donors, it re-or

campaigns around average people and their organizat

i

and gives voters the primary role in elections

The cost of such a svstem would be about hve dolla

LV % €l .

year per average taxpayer to cover all congressional ca

paigns (and about the same amount for most state ele
. 1 i
tions)—far less than what every one ol us pays fo

unjustified tax breaks, corporate weltare, and countl

other boondoggles purchased with special interest can

paign contributions. Though Clean Money is by constit
tional necessity a voluntary system, it would be robusi

enough to attract the participation of most, if not all, cand

¥ - l
LLHL‘!"- tor U'Hlu‘. ( ) COUrse. no sOIUtion can crosc ol cvVen

avenue of moneyed influence, but Clean Money Campaigi

Ht.'hrt'TTl !‘ll:!(_'l’i% 11‘l|; most n;'m_'i'!_';:,a;'i:n; ;x,i[i._ ’.}':.H 0l §.l|-¢_=_L- ST

ol private money given directly from special interests 1

t_'.IT‘ui'taLlIu.‘-..

i %

Is this reform politically viable? Voters in thr

ce Stal
and legislators in a fourth certainly think so. In Novemb:

1996. bv a margin of 56 to 44 percent. Maine became the

first state in the nation to enact such a system into law b
ballot initiative. Then, in June of 1997, lawmakers
. 1 . 1

Vermont passed similar legislation, with broad bipart

support. And this past November, voters in Arizona an

Massachusetts approved Clean Elections initiatives. by
Pl

gins of 67 and 51 percent, respectively. Public opinion i

clearly way ahead of the politicians when i

It comes (o grap
pling with the public financing of campaigns

.'."L"H a [‘u‘t“l]'t.']] ‘n.'rl']u"‘uy g';];w‘1|~.'jk- of exc i: i[.“_. 1 I-xl.n- variety o
groups, Clean Money is alreadv showing its potential
Grass-roots organizations like it because it empowers an
one who can mobilize a large base of support behind a car

didate, regardless of whether that candidate has access 1

. e ,
money. Some elected officials find it attractive because it lib

erates them from the fundraising rat-race and the percep

: = ,
tion of contlict of interest that permeates the existine

syvstem. Public interest groups tavor it because they see th

LY

potential of electing candidates not beholden to powerful

special interests. And some business leaders have begun to

26 [KKUN VoL. 14. No

i

back it because they are tired of being constantly dunnec
for dollars by candidates.

But this does not mean the battle is won. While the pub
lic is ready to vote for far-reaching changes if offered them on
the ballot, campaign finance reform is still viewed as a “sec
ond-tier” issue. More public education on the connections

between money-in-politics and bread-and-butter concerns is

needed. In addition, many elected ofticials still believe
that they have nothing to ftear it thev continue to block
efforts to reform the existing system—that they will not
be punished at the polls. That perception has to be
changed. And while the media does a fairly good job of
reporting on aspects of the problem—detailing particulas
quid pro guos, highlighting which legislators are in the
pockets of which industries—there remains an overarch
ing cynicism in the press about the prospects for real reform

I'he good news is, as the victories in Arizona, Maine

14l

1

Massachusetts, and Vermont have shown, patient and
deliberate coalition building and legislative maneuvering
can pay off in significant ways. Activists in more than forty
states are wm'king on huildin; their own Clean :\iﬂ.'!':l-_x
coalitions, and the victories this November have given then
ettorts a real boost.

M.lm _[L"'n"u'h are alreadyv at the forefront of this st |:_t;-_:iL.
Senator Paul Wellstone has taken the lead in drafting model
Clean Money legislation for federal elections, and Senator
Russ Feingold—a leader in the fight to shut down soft
money- -has endorsed Clean Elections as his |U|'Hl LTI £ al.
Prominent donors like George Soros, philanthropist and
tounder of the Open Society Institute, Arnold Hiatt, forme:
CEO of Stride-Rite, and New York real-estate deve En;?u': 5
Douglas Durst and Bruce Ratner are important supporters of
the movement in the states. With the help of the Religious
Action Center of Reform Judaism, rabbis and social action

1

leaders in Arizona and Massachusetts were deeply involved

1% L .

in the successtul ballot initiatives there this fall. and the cen

ter is currently producing a compre

help congregations work ettectively on the issue at the state

iensive program guide to

: _ . . 9 |
level. Mark Pelavin, associate director of the Religious Action
Center, savs that the movement for reform has to focus on

[

tundamental values. “It is illogical and foolhardy for us to

expect just results from an unjust system. What does it say to
those in the religious community who are taught that it is our
obligation to provide a voice for the widow, the orphan, and
the stranger, when it is precisely those people who are being
systematically excluded from the political arena today”™ he
asks. “It we take that uh“;_nitnin mu'r"lullh]_‘-.. then campaign

finance retorm has to be our top priority.” .

For information on getting involved with Clean Money
Campaign Reform, contact Public Campaign, a nonproli
non-partisan organization located at 1320 19th St Nw, Suite
M-1, Washington, DC, 20036, call 888-293-5755 or visit their

website at www.publicampaign.org
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[ssues of the

“New Rich”

e —

Choosing to Make Money Matter

i 4 , .
| us think of money as unpleasant, L]H‘T_"-'.
corrupt—at -L'-L"‘*I 4 necessary resource tor t];li]}'

People whose politics are progres-

1 . i i

sive or lett-leaning oftten can be ambivalent, if

it hostile, to people of wealth: it you have “made it” then
L ire not o be trusted VOL ]-l,ill'«.' i.:'-i\'?""lx.:.] over 1o IhU
ot sicle
Not surprisingly, this degree of discomtort with people
t wealth has had a markedly negative impact on the effec-
veness of many progressive organizations in obtaining
both funding and political support. If vou have the attitude
that most people with money are, in fact, representatives of
the problems vou are trving to change or solve, you are not
likely to gArner n uch m.'.'s;-.i[h_ﬁ. and support for your ﬁﬂ;m-

our potential allv as an enemv is not the
y make many triends
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e a close look around and vou will ind
» population of baby boomers coming of
['his is in part the consequence of an unprece-
nted inter-generational transter of w ealth., :-%I'ln‘l.itw.i o [‘H.‘

as much

Combine t
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as eight trillion dollars over the next two decades.
his mind

bending fact with the emergence of an
shandad isnnarmiddls # neople who have achieved
expanded upper-middie class ol peopilc wino Nave acnieved

k. Dubbed “The New

siweek magazine, many of these people have

. i ia
financial success in the world ot wor

: _ el = g N
made big money in the Silicon Valley gold rush or in the
vildly “bull” stock market of the Nineties

g |
As a psvchologist who has been practicing for over
s twenty vears in the San Francisco Bay Area, I have watched

my baby boomer patients—many of whom were part of the

Unlike

1 1
1960s counter -Ll'.-llllls.'--’.‘Hl.lihl;i]'afx come Of age.
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had money and are used to having money—these New Rich
find their experience of having money to be a mixed bless
ing. Certainly achieving hinancial success is central to the
American Dream. But having money, particularly for the
baby boomer generation, is not an endpoint: money does
not make for instant satisfaction, happiness, fulfillment, o1
the feeling that one’s life is making a ditterence. Many ol
these babv boomers still experience a yearning inside them
selves, a voice within that expresses their wish to make a
difference, wanting to improve the condition of their imme
diate family and of the larger community

Some of these now-wealthy boomers find the answer to
their soul-searching by becoming active in philanthropy
and projects of social concern. But many others find them
1

1 " g NS
selves trapped in angst and indecision: while they under

. * .
stand how the achievement of financial success affords a

]

broader range of choices, thev teel confused and uncertain

as to what choices to make. Listen to Andrea's stonr

guitdance counselor,
lv 1ll fathes

Active in local k’L'UlH};‘x projects and a mother of two s« hool

.-'XI‘IL!H'J, d I-Hl'l_\' [i'lf':.'L' vear HM “R]H'H

spent the year of 1995 caring for her termina

age kids, Andrea’s appreciation of the “Dow” was more in
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line with the Tao of Lao Tze than with the New

Exchange. When her tather passed away later that vear, sl
found herself the owner/manager ol
about three million dollars, She and her husband
lli}lh hL‘}IHH] [ead E'ut'l_ Were overwne ?"-:r. d by the
Andrea slowly began to take hold of what she no
sessed, she was of two minds: one person in her
about having money; another person in her wasn’t sleepin;

l'li;l}ll.k. ."i]'lu telt anxious and ashamed—had she rakes

moral fall? Does having this monev—and not givis
away—make her an instant “bad person” who is in di
need of morality therapy?

There was no mistaking that virtually overnight
!'IL‘L_'IHHLJ d Lh”t'f'i!![ E-'L'I“'{"” [rom i!i I PDCCTES. CVETVD

Andrea’s life worked hard to eke our 2 middle-class

tence. She telt distant trom her closest friends

[ ]

leagues because she teared then
jealousy, envy, and downright
judgment of her. So she and her
hllhh;ll‘ld l..l.l_"t'ikh'xi Oon 1|:L'

i"l'dL'liL'.I[ solution: to “hide out

4
1
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extent 8] E]IL']I Innheritand ’

1not overly in

Secretly they'd give Lo causes and

charities. In order to feel safe. shi
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ular working person, to b

old self. to not show ott. And so Andrea nraved that
ing would be leaked, that no one would tind out that
were, at least by the standards ot their comn

“wealthy”! But as Andrea felt compelled to hide her
she also }wz,z.m to teel disconnected trom herselt ai
her personal power. Instead of feeling on top of tl

she felt confused and eutlt-ridd

el N 1

W]H should the “attluenza”™ of the well-off be
cern to vours It 1s easv to teel distant
irritated—in umuhia':'llsr_ the emotional troubles of
[‘!L’l.'li‘lli_' ‘J'.i]l.'l 1AvVe money E..: NOst OfF | ' no

tinancial independence is a tancitul idea: it's winnis

lottery, or something we watch ar the

in tabloid stories of people like Donald Trump. W |
perceive the wealthy as selt-centered, driven indiy

who have little real concern tor their fellow huma

or for the ecology of the plane .‘!“i-“ rop

to spring from the hope of tax benehts rather than a
HL'&'.IL!M‘ Ol [11[% perception how eVEer, I 1{

tinancial independence can turn a regular pe
hard-to-reach, non-empathic other. Like images o l

screen, the wealthy are no longer “us”™ burt a distinctl

terent “them” ;u_-n;ﬂ]y We mav admire. envy. Or scor
people who are distant and apart from us. The fea
class difference can actually create a class distin

; i 11
makes communication challenging, if not impossible
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I'hese newly-wealthy have the
potential to be a powerful force
but only if they are
hibited by guilt

Consider this: these people of new wealth—many
whom may be vour friends, relatives, and colleagues—are
cohort who are likely to become as powerful as, if not more
powerful than, the relatively small cadre of the “pov
elite” who traditionally controlled money and power in
America. What is so interesting and potentially excit
ing about the New Rich is that they represent a lateral
extension of money and power in America. Like Andrea
many of these people are not from the traditional power
elite, but from the [3['1*1t"7~5~iu113;1] technical ranks and the
broader middle class. Having not grown up being fed by
the proverbial silver spoon, the lives of these people are
closer to the lives of the average working person. As Peter
Karoft of the Philanthropic Initiative said in a recent New

York limes teature on giving, “What vou've got are larg

numbers of tamilies and individuals who have never had a
]

legacy ol wealth and are just

|"~'.L'11‘-1"i11,L'_ in ‘I‘lhiLHi[i:t'n; '\

peoplc di'c starting Projoecis

directly out of their life experi

. v
ences. They are using a whole

new language and a whole n
approach to giving.”

.1-!-:‘1_"'11.' ”\."\\'I_‘m "-.\".'-1:['"."1 !I:\;I.‘\.Li!-!
als and tamilies have the potential
to be a Pow erful force of change
politically and socially, but only il
they arc not overly inhibited by guilt and internal conflict. A
contused, alienated, unfocused group of newly wealth:
Americans will waste many ot their powertul resources. A
psvchologically-empowered and socially-awakened group
of this kind could have a huge impact on the quality of lite
in America. Why shouldn’t these children of the Sixties
who are hnally coming into money and power—become the
leaders of social forces that will help develop the sort of
new “bottom line” of compassion and social justice pro
posed by the Politics of Meaning?

“Giving back to the community” has always been part of
the psychology of having moneyv. But the psvchological
motives and values underlving this philanthropv are often
mixed, a complex interplay of altruism and narcissism. If
we only view people of wealth as either being narcissistically
consumed with themselves or as people who are living the
lite of the buddha of compassion—well, we're missing the
reality that most of these newly wealthy people are some
where on a continuum between self-interest and a desire to
achieve some higher meaning tor their lives

Because our culture supports individual achievement
while oftering relatively little reward for social activism, it’s
often too easy tor the wealthy to use the statement “1 do i
because it feels _umui to me~ as a _EHHHE-L’I'HH':;:l!'I reason 1ot
philanthropy. We as a culture should not accept that rea
soning. Instead, we need to support those with wealth who

reallv care about the impact of their philanthropic dollar on
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i 1 1 ! T 1 1
had also worked fifty-plus hours a week. What John under

mllu‘m! Lif‘n‘ll][ i{;HIH ]151' Was |.1ii5':!lii1!x goIng 1o "-.%.'n[l-:_ strivine

to make his company hinancially successtul, trying to create

- i 1 i
4 [eam Sspirit among his co-workers. Now that he

achieved financial success. he did not reallv know what to

do with himself. He had ideas about how to expand his

- i . " .1. 1 i :| g . . I- '| "

business, but just maxKIng 1t DIgEer didn { satisty nis 1ongings:
I

ding a business was

or reduce his sense of angst. Bui
]HHLLET | "\L”]HI..\HT';_" way to spe F:\:; i!"ul majority ol i"-I'~ LLINC.
“been there, done that.” But then what? John was drift
at sea, in waters that he did not know how to navigat
For both Andrea and John, life as thev had known it had
changed: achieving iinancial success 1s an undeniable turn

ing point in life, one in which guestions of value and meas

ing take center stage. There are new opportunities i
| 1
the E\'?‘\'L'}'tl‘l”}—‘h_;i Impediments can be Overcome Cludins

Hli.i 1-“..'“!..'1'\. routines, and patterns that inhibit or block

change. John needed a new turt on which to exercis
i Biased S ey it

well-noncd capacity 1ol Yper-agency; nc was not goin )

rLL'] .‘*.Hi.“'i].'ﬂ'ti W '-:l! d Passivi ' (11 1115 l. pursuil

Andrea’s inheritance gave her the opportunity to expand
I : A 1
and evolve her identity in the world, Now the social
o 1 1 1 .
Cerns H]M'H'H everv night when shi -.'-..:'-‘:--.:I ;|]- lelevision

i ' , : .
news were issues she could potentialh do something abou

1 ] 1 ] 1
HIH st [H}‘.H and '\H'ii'-.|'.|-=.~||i‘|='w~~'.x_ [nemseives as
. i 1 i 1.] i
difterent people—people who could accept their money as a
e : l oatld ac | e e TP
resource that could actually magke a dirrerence. 1 heitr leea

cies—what will be communicated to their children and thein
children’s children—could not be established by simply hav
ing a large house and a large bank account. For people like
John and Andrea, traversing this rite ol passage to a more
IL'HI["'HH\'L'I'H[ sense of selt takes mos
psy L'l!l'li“_i.'_h .l1| ﬁ!-ila[.h. |L IO !i.l':':.-__'a :
tion, they need to re-evaluate their 1
rations in light of the resources that they have todav—not

the picture they had of themselves when they were twenty
or even thirtv. John discovered that being an active parti

pant in philanthropv—which led to his creation of a charita

ble toundation—was both challenging and satistying. He
telt energized and excited about these new interests in

much the same wav he did when he was strueeling to

develop his business. Andrea’s passion was ignited by the

socially responsible investment movement, leading her to
li ] ’ ' ‘
enlist as a board member of a community daevelopmaent

bank. With these ventures thev each started to become

L% LA

e
. i 'I !
'!l'tl.l!._-'\'..‘au‘l'\.

tl-’.‘['lt C iil I}Ek' 'x".'l.‘li'hl In a wWay ::"u_

None of these transtormations comes easily. Besides fac

Ing up to our private psychological issues, we have to find

1 our Iriends .':‘Iljl i_i!‘?]]'-. ADbOout mones

wavs of talking wit

E 1
mattcrs: I!'Il.‘* means overcoming concerns with envy, jeal

ousy, guilt, and power struggles. Communicating one's con
cerns about having and/or inheriting money can open a
Pandora’s box. As a practicing psychologist, I have found

k

. i 1
that money 1ssues are tar more dirficult for |wn;~lr; LO (a
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about than sexual problems or relationship issues. And
when the topic of money surfaces within the tfamily or with
friends, the results are often paintul and explosive. Sib
rivalry evolves into outright wartfare: Should the always
dependent, always failing brother get more money than the
alwayvs hard-working sister? What about the sibling who 1s
chronically coping with a serious drug abuse problem—can
you trust that he or she will manage not to squander the
inheritance? Money issues are one of the key reasons for
divorce, as well as for the breakdown of tamily unity fol
]uxk'il‘!}; death or loss.

Unfortunately, for many people, shopping sprees and

endless weekends away take the place of talking about thes

nuts and bolts issues and doing the necessary psvchological

work to resolve them. Having all the things vou want and tal
Ing great vacations does not in itselt provide for the deepe

sense of satisfaction and accomplishment that is the beneh
of altruistic behavior. Even someone like Jerry Seinteld may

tire of driving his fifty-plus cars up and down the runway of
his Santa Monica airplane hangar storage facility! As with
addiction to alcohol or drugs, the spending of money can
ameliorate immediate feelings of anxiety and emptiness, but
at the price of disabling meaning and connection within our

selves and to the larger world in which we live.

These kinds of psvchological issues inhibit the New Rich
from fully owning their money and the incredible range of
choices that go with it. What a waste of talent, power, and
promise! People like Andrea and John are representative of
an emerging, financially empowered social class who could
make a dramatic ditterence—in their lives, the lives of their
families, communities, and the larger society. But like so
many of us, they sutfer from a limited vision of what is possi
ble, trom the same kind of surplus powerlessness that infects
most of us. Having monev doesn’t automatically empower
them to really do anvthing outside of the realm of their daily
lives. And even in their daily lives, they often find themselves
unsure of how to improve themselves, or how to improve
their relationships. Far from being a panacea, having and
inheriting monev frequently heralds a life crisis—or at mini
mum, a re-evaluation—in which people have the opportunity
to seriously question their values and lifestyle choices.

American societv is in need of ideas and methodologies
that speak to the values and meaning issues of those who are
fortunate to have achieved financial success. In my work, I try
to enable people who have money to tully appreciate the
choices they have which can improve their lives, the lives of
their children, their work relationships, and their community.
Together with Joan Dituria, co-founder of the Money,
Meaning, and Choices Institute, I help people transcend the
taboo of talking about money by encouraging them to con
tront and work II"JI'i"l.l;_‘i"J the often 1‘\;Iit'!|.!1! ISSUES r'a'LH:n.ﬁ [o
the fair distribution of money to family and non-family mem
bers. We develop action plans that recognize tamily diversity,

(contimued on page 66)
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Who Owns Wealth?

A Pesach Perspective
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1 1
that it appears almost as an impersonal product of his gene:

ation’ (see Ronald W. Clark’s Ezmst ['he Life and 1

! L I..I.' ¢ fdtd J..II L 1
i ¢ 1
As a matter of conviction. Einstein repeatedly athrmed the

|
collective nature of scientihic progress

® (sai .'\:'[‘&'hﬁ%[k a member of T LIN'S n'l;1_51_|ﬂ.'-.':| board

] - " - —— o Toa
has expressed this perception more bluntly (in Is

Horizons, Spring, 1992): “When a bright young compute:

. : ] : S 3 ) el -
Inventor produces an imnovanon that makes him a million
] = 1 i 3

thinks he ‘deserves

Ji_:ft'_ ]ll; commoniy ' xl'll rlm[ |'-k ICCCIVES

& 1 1 | . = 1 1 1
His ‘invention.” however, is literallv unthinkable without the

. e N, PN 1 1. 1 =3
previous ... centuries of knowledge, skills, wealth. He picks

the best fruit of a tree which stands on a huge mountain ol

human contribution.

¢ Finallv. Ben Cohen of Ben & Jerrv's Ice Cream
1

broadened the principle to all business activity (in We Gave

1'\\-1 "-‘ti!sr-.u | |;
the

L

1

I | . lamias LY ]
liwway a Fortune, ed. Mogil dieplan and
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1
the business in trust for

community. Atter all. the community

xll]-i"-.%“- VvOou 1O exisl

People in the community buy vour product. They provide
] 11
the intrastructure; they Ppron ide all € resources vou usc;

. W =
f|'.k‘_‘~ |Trn'a1uh' L"uL'H[.l‘!;ll.z_' CX( 1.'*!1? ine idaea

Conclusion: The 1|||_1.".~[‘n{=,r1-;_', recognition that “the earth

1 ] | - ]
:u-]m:};m to (sod translates into a radicalizing recognition ol

[ | 1 s
the collective ettort involved in the generaton of wie alth

Within our wealth-worshipping culture (t
1

& 1 ot
Moadcis,

1
he very 1dioms of

which—"stars,” idols”—bespeak a modern idol
i 1
atry), the assertion of this reality is deeply radical, for 1t
declares individual wealth to be neither a right, nor a privi
lege, nor a measure of individual human worth, but a form
wardship, treighted with responsibilitie
of stewardship, freighted with responsibilities.

From its outset, the Pesach story athrms this perspective.
After interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams ot abundance and
Aft terpret P | f abunda nd
amine, Joseph 1s made pr C MINISICT dnNd pPprocccads
tamine, | oh is made prime minister and pi s, in

N : S
rOM1 S NNalne, ) COLICC VIZC LLEVDIL S el o wilad 1 | L
God’s name, t llectivize Egvpt’s harvest: wealth that
is God’s, i.e., created by the whole society, will be used to

sustain the whole society through hard times.

['hen there arises a “new king” who does “not know

Joseph”—who does not embrace the collective wisdom of
the Torah of Money. His obtuseness brings his kingdom to
ruin, as the Jewish struggle for economic justice broadens
from the decision-making of a prime minister to the deci
sion-making of a whole people

In an America whose wealth is polarized as never betore,

this tale bears repeating—at out seder tables and !u"_nﬂ.‘.l.i; -
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PERSONAL ESSAY

The Fireman’s Child

j){'n"f ':’.{.II .,‘df.f' el

e search tor that to which we m
l‘“.l]"-'a_"'\i‘x -.'t.in [Ner it 1s a mai ':::!x
computer; a human being, e.g., a dictator
a supposedly pertect human mechanism
a law or a fundamentalist religion or an organization
call it divine, beyond possibility of error. Our subjugat
however it might prove paintul, destructive, or absu
denominated the highest reason
\\:r'{ ]\-‘H‘-""'-."-' rhl[ ANy On« F f;!!"! ITOT IMust : i VYOOI :i

and, not i!]}i‘['tﬂ]hllt"l_'-._ will act in a venal, criminal, or qu

tionable manner (just as anv other citizen). but we teel that
;I,LL;'.]N‘JK'I'.HJMI somehow IMmproves—nay « leanses; n:

#- ) 1 1 "
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of probity, perception, and graci

A fireman and his wife adopted a bo

They had contracted with his birth mothe:
woman who did not wish or was not able to raise th

The adoptive family raised the boy tron

When he turned four, a man appeared who claimed
proved to be the boy's biologic father. Hi
lover of the birth mother. They had separated bel
man knew of her pregnancy. On learning now, alm IV
vears later, of [}"!k child’s existen
the court awarded it to him

-”H' [un Was ‘..1:.-;u.-|:. by COUTT « rder. trom a lovis
!1{11111'. lIh'U!‘.:k ]iuli:y |'!R ]:!.ix: CVETr KNOWTL., [TOIMm adorins
ents and siblings, and awarded in custodv to a man |
NEVET 5CCn

-Hh‘Tk' exi1st !,"!]HI:'-z;T 1]
being taken, screaming, from his hon
from the only mother he would ever know

In the background we see sheritt’s deputies, several

them with their taces buried in their |

The decision outraged reason, justice, humai
for the child, and community sentiment. Its rectitude
resided only in the mind of the judege, who saw the
HHH‘IL'L}‘HH;:HIMW than-human (that is, as someth 8,
who sought, in a ditficult case. to excusi

through adherence to the supposed prin
anism his actions reduced to absurdit

But what would have been done had 1 been a memb:
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and Glengarry Glen Ross; bis filwes imclude The Postman Always
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that crowd, or had I been that neighbor who pried the
child’s ingers from his mother?

For the mechanism did not exist—

To say “stop” would have required, on the part of the
neighbor, of a deputy, of an onlooker, an act of vast hero
ism. For they could not have imagined, in that heat of pas
sion—nor, indeed, can I at this sate remove—how such an
act could have come to any healthy, happy, or positive end.
And that is, of course, the greatest heroism; to perform an
act for its own sake because it is right, because the actor
knows—not in reference to an authorized source, but in the
absence of any such reference—that the act is right.

How can the individual ditferentiate between this knowl
edge, leading to heroism, and that consciousness of mission
which resulted in destruction and outrage?

Perhaps the true act of heroism is one of submission,
rather than of assault; as, in the case of the child, the essence
of the heroic act would have been to side with him. With
such an intention the component of resistance to authority
would have been small, the essential act being one of surren
der, of, in eftect, a confession of powerlessness in the face of
human error. And thus, finally, of humility before God.

In the O.]. Simpson case we saw applauded subjugation
to the will of the state, where those unhappy with the ver
dict attempted to rationalize away their confusion or dis
satisfaction thusly: “The state is superior. And its laws are
just. We cannot, as individuals, know Right until it has been
passed through some engine of abstraction.”

The individual’s sense of .*-L'L'l!l'ﬂ_‘-.' is, in this case, deter
mined by his ability to accept the absurd as being the work
ings of a greater intellect than his own: or, at the least—in
the instance in question—a lamentable application of a prin-
ciple the protection of which is of such importance that
subscription to momentary cruelty or nonsense in its name
is not only necessary but in fact praiseworthy.

How can there be independent action without indepen
dent thought? How can there be independent thought in
the tace of screaming demands for conformity and unanim-
It of the mass culture?

Were we to destroy all mass communication and disband
the schools, could the result be a civilization less tribal.
superstitious, and pre-literate than that in which we live?

The case of the fireman’s child was an example of that
savagery which the Torah came into being to mark the
end—intant sacrifice as the approved action of the ignorant
in the face of the unknowable. .




SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

A Spirituality
of Resistance

Finding a Peaceful Heart
and Protecting the Earth
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piritual teachings ofter us peace in place of
1

pain. Or at least they offer us a w

and be at pcace w ith the inevitable

ay to accept
distress that

comes from being alive. Atter my tirst child
died at the age of two months, I went through a period
of s o from the sight of kin|ui.r'-;=*. Yert | liked kids
and L.-!'l.|1| t want to go through life teeling envious
whenever | encountered them. | |~L| d myself what

il - ay,
cCOulQ ). . N SIFR DA ] e i]]f’l_t

- Id

0D i | see a (-""'
¢ JU_“__I hat | have e , to see them. Some pe “,”:":i , dfter
all, are blind.” This was a spiritual approach: it made me a
better person and made me happier. It took nothing away
from anyone else, but instead increased the world’s positive
resources.

: : : 4
[f we choose to follow a spiritual !‘;|[|‘. we face a

1 1 1 |
dilemma. On the one hand, my awareness of the general
ized sutfering in the world—of the Holocaust and other
ireatens us all—makes

me fteel decidedly unpeaceful. 1'd rather not be aware of

genocides, and of the ecocide that tl
them. Various forms of escape are so attractive, and seem so

1atural, in a world like ours. On the other hand, spiritual
growth cannot be accomplished while I'm screening out the
pains and dangers around me. This response will thwart my
spiritual aspirations and leave me no better off than when |
began. A way out of this dilemma requires that we face-
and resist—that which frightens us the most.

My own search for spiritual peace began as a child. |
might come upon it unexpectedly on a brilliant spring after-
noon, when instead of taking the bus home from elemen-
tary school I would walk the one and a half miles back to
my house. Every tree, flowering bush, and blade of grass of

this well-kept suburban setting seemed wonderfully, almost

[? # | I ¥ 3 - - | I.\. 1 F I / [
roger . Gottiteb teaches philosophy at Worcester Polytechnic

[nstitute. His next book, Spirituality and Resistance: Finding a
Peacetul Heart and Protecting the Earth, will be published by

~ ¥ . ¥ ik
Lrossroad i the sprine of 1994

‘3 4

f it L
." Ll_i.' 1_. J ' = _‘ -
i l‘ 1 k '. ..'
o &t _f ] “
~ AT
paintully, alive. And that almost-but-not-quite pain mixed

with enough joy to float my little body back to my slightls

anxious mother, home wondering whv I hadn’t gotten off
T]H.' .\L"".H“-"; ["Itﬁ.
\I.\ | ool U].n]t'l_'

out In tiny tribal m'zf]ul‘n;alx in northern Pakistan. and

]1 101 ui. 'A-]Lt lierranean I\ELHH{H ]ll]l'l;.‘_

trekked through the Himalavas. Living as a voung man with
no responsibilities, far from the industrial madness that
seemed to be driving everyone crazy, | discovered an ever
deeper experience of serenity: that same wondertul, almost
;umiu|. sense of being alive: a simple jov in every leaf, in the
E:H'\k' of stars .H';-.| moon., in E]l:_ touch of my ]i.“n'l;l S }HHL}: |
Was also IIL'][\L'i| by ;m‘,&lfluh'!;h chemicals that were con
ducive to deep teelings of peace, belonging, and openness
Under their intluence, my heart opened not just to this o
that tL'Ll1 or river, but to the entire cosmos

So | have known these moments, treasured them, and
thanked the spirits for them. Yet at the same time there has
almost always been a little voice that comes in somewhere
during the experience and starts to ask painful questions
“Of course, this i d 15 £
that tree, this Die

about the Others? What

such a grear rme s .
Mv awareness of the Others has taken manv forms. It
began, I suppose, on train rides to New York from my home

in White Plains. The last few miles, before the cavernous

33




SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

contusion of Grand Central Station, the track ran through
the middle of Harlem’s black ghetto. The blocks of tenc
ments riveted me. I peered at shabbiness, dirt, laundry dry
ing on back porches, peeled paint, tired old cars, junk-filled
yards. And the people glimpsed casually from the train win
dow against which my boy’s nose was pushed seemed tired
old at any age, and beaten down

It all made such a contrast to the brilliant green lawns on
my street, my friends’ immaculate split-levels. I couldn’t see
any reason why my family and the other kids at school
should be so much better off. It seemed obvious that th

people in Harlem, crammed into

those ugly buildings, lack
ing so much that | had, didn’t deserve their fate. And it was
simultaneously clear that my parents, mv friends, and 1 did

n't really deserve what we had either. As I passed through

Harlem for those fleeting moments. 1 wondered if | v
1 1 1 1

right to really enjov what I had while these other people had

so much less
[ couldn’t figure out what 1 felt about a world that was set

up this way; and I didn’t know how to be thoroughly at home

here, tull of unmixed joy at all the goodies 1 enjoved, when 1
couldn’t help but see how different it was tor others.
[t reminded me of those who, having been spared in a

car crash which killed four acquaintances, would say, “I1

I
Il T

[led i ‘llj rierial

{

miracle that I wasn't ki I'd think. “vou

-.JI ".--. 5 d F 0T e | J. e | 2 11 [ e A d
weren t taken and ali ."'-Jr.- LM hers ) (O, W Ddl IRd o

Fild

illl{.-l!lrf. ) .!'l"r-":.i'e".:l-l

‘}i Je have feelings of peace or joy. These feelings, we
want te say, prove how beautitul, how holy, the uni

verse is. Or perhaps the feelings call up images of a more
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personal sense of the divine: of God the compassionate
Father/Mother, of Jesus the Savior, of the Grace of Allah.
The feelings then become signs of God’s perfection and
love, of the deep protectiveness with which a Guiding
Force holds us.

For me, in between these feelings of love or serenity and
the assertion of perfection and God’s love, there lies an
often uncrossable gap: all I know about the pain, cruelty,
and injustice that permeates this lite, all the suttering for
which I can find no justification, rationale, or excuse.

[ am concerned that to achieve spiritual peace I will have
to accept what should not be accepted: that I will be told to
concentrate on myself, and forget about others; or that I will
be reassured that all this pain is encompassed by Forces and
Realities that somehow make up tor it. I cannot respond in
any of these ways. 1 seek to live on this earth, without hay
ing to rely on promises of aid and comfort from Cosmic
Forces. And I cannot forget the Others, or the threats to
myself and my children. I don’t see how 1 can accept the
world, or approve of it, when these other realities are as gen
uine as any experiences of mystical delight or tranquillity |
might have. To find a peaceful heart, I need a spirituality in
which the world’s unjustified pain is not denied, avoided, or
forgotten. For me, the spiritual challenge is to combine
moral and political commitments that direct us to respond
to injustice and needless sutfering with spiritual teachings
about serenity and wisdom. In the act of resistance. [ believe,
an answer to this challenge can be found.

I -“Jlt'L'-'{’."”_l: f"ﬂr‘-r_- Heart of 1L1i'J.:'_~['a"'rJ.f.!.-'. [i“IL' conicmporary
American Buddhist teachers Joseph Goldstein and Jack

cornfield put the spiritual challenge this wav:
Kornfield put t I | challenge tl _

Wisdom replaces ignorance in our minds when we real

ize that happiness does not lie in the accumulation of
more and more pleasant feelings, that gratifying craving
does not bring us a feeling of wholeness or completion.,
[t simply leads to more craving and more aversion

When we realize in our own experience that happiness
comes not from reaching out but from letting go, not
from seeking pleasurable experience but from opening
in the moment to what is true, this transformation of
understanding then frees the energy of compassion
within us. Our minds are no longer bound up in pushing
away pain or holding on to pleasure. Compassion
becomes the natural response of an open heart

The question is: what am [ letting in and what am I keep-
ing out? Isn’t there a difference between letting go of my
own desires, and letting go of my concern for others? Give
up my own desires—for fame, higher salary, some free time,
more sex—this I understand. But what would it mean to “let
go” of my hope that poor people might have a better life?
or to “open my heart” to the realities of abused children or

the dolphins suffocating in two-mile-long fishing nets?
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hysteria, numbness to the pain involved, we might say, ar
ways of not accepting the facts. That is, of not having the
emotional courage to be with the dark truths of our time
But acceptance that something is going on is very different
from accepting the thing itselt, approving of it, or feeling
that a universe in which it takes place deserves our blessing
In place of an acceptance that is passive, or that hides
rom the tacts, we can otter resistance. In a spirituality of
resistance evil is not avoided, wished away, or neutralized
by a metaphysics that promises that it will be All Righ
End. In this spiritual realm we can fully experience the

i " - ] . . -
deepest of joys because we engage directly with unjust suf

tering by opposing it. In the act of resistance, our acceptance

Ol l.'fl]L']]'-., Injustice, .l]Eg! unnecessanry i!:\',_l[h 1S I'i‘.,!tl.l. CoOm
plete—we embrace them by seeking their end. Why is resis
tance so powerful? Because in the act of resistance we fully
engage that which frightens and depresses us the most
What we would avoid, deny, submit to, o g0 along with 1s

q 1 1
}‘lll‘l_ll_',h[ InNto |Il|] ['C hl“ “:"k C NO 10nger nave 1o iee '|'| AL 1T 1S

LK Ll

too much. that we cannot tolerate a world in which it exists.
1 1 i i P mp

Or that we have to let it commandad out I"l"'\,‘l.{.lt'['ll.'.,_' \'».1"1 CAan

open our hearts in full acceptance of the world, not by

11 1 1
ltuill'l}.'.*"[ht'T"w‘I ourselves that 1]-|i'fi' 1S SOMe COsSmiIcC meaning

tor all this pain, but by seeking to do something about it
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

ust what is resistance?

To begin with, to resist is to oppose superior and
threatening powers in a context of injustice, oppression, o1
violence. When we resist we cannot be neutral, or tolerantly
accept that evervone’s viewpoint is equally valid. When we
hight back against rape, or concentration camps, or environ
mental ruin, the lines are drawn

Nevertheless, while resistance means we take a stand in
the face of a paintul reality, it is not alwavs clear exactly
what should be done. Nor does it mean that the peopl
oppose are unredeemably evil (though they sometimes ai
People may take part in unredeemably evil activities, even
though thev are more frightened, numb. or weak than they
are outright ethical monsters. What resistance does mean is
that | answer my students’ question—"But who is to judge

what is right or wrong?”

- ].‘_lm saving “We are: L'.hi: ind
every one of us.” We make the judgment, even though the

situation may be terribly complex. We oppose the evil, ever

y
i 1 1 -
e evildoers.

as we try to have compassion for t
To resist is to act with the aim of lessening the collective
injustice, oppression, and violence we face. We are not resisi

ing if all we are trving to do is get the pain shifted som

:_.I-." Il‘- It

else. '\“th11‘[—Li1}}_1 to have the toxins stored in the next town o

or buying sun block when the thinning ozone makes the sun

L1

light dangerous—these things might be prudent, or good fos

my health. But they do not really count as resistance to th

massive torces ol environmental destruction. Individual self

protection poses no threat to the powers-that-be, but secks to

accommodate those forces, to coexist with them.

Because the engines of environmental destruction. like
many other types of evil, are strong, entrenched, and often
mighty rich, and because we carrv conflicting obligatio
time pressures, and simple fatigue, it often seems easi
sater not to resist. Thus if we are to act
come the Icr!l;ﬂ.a[inna of fear or laziness, of con
and habit. These temptations, as | know verv well fron
own life, are continual. Unless we are in the thi
extreme situation—the oil companv at the gates of ous
'a']'”;l}_iti as 1t were; or unless we are heroes, or just ;w:hll-:
lessly devoted—we will give in to those temptations

But that is not what we alwavs do
social forces make it ever so easv to go along with busines:
as usual, we mav come to realize that these same forces are
controlling, constraining, and limiting us. Since resistance

involves throwing off limits, there can be an eleme:

gladness, even jov, when we engage in it. Instead of co
forming to the ways things are, living day to day wit
gnawing feeling that something is not right. we refuse to go

along. We attempt to halt or slow, if only in the most minus

o

cule ways, the H'!L'IL'}]H'IL'!'}. of ruin. And when we do so we
olten experience the rush of feeling which comes from lib
erating the energy long buried by our suppressed awareness

that we have been part of something we know to be wrong.
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In this light, the deep satistaction expressed by some Jews
who resisted the Nazis makes perfect sense. They chose to
resist—and to just that extent, no matter what the forces
arrayed against them, thev had become free.

In fact, the emotional and spiritual meaning of the
Holocaust can be profoundly changed when we think of it
not solely as the history of how the Jews were slaughtered
but also of how thev fought back. The images of victimiza
tion remain, but ;I}HH; with the }‘rilt'ﬁ of dead bodies we ses
resistance fighters. Auschwitz is identified not only with the
millions who were gassed, but also with the organized ne
work of inmates who blew up one of the crematoria. Poring
over the historical record, we see that the Jews sang songs to
celebrate their survival, smuggled forbidden food into the
ghettos, blew up Nazi troop trains and at times expended
superhuman courage and determination just to stay alive.
These resistors show us that despite all the pain inflicted by
violent oppression, freedom is always possible. Not frec
dom from the situation, but freedom within it.

In the same way, the despair engendered by environ
mental destruction—the self-caused cancer plagues, the
dying coral reefs, the newly dangerous sunlight—can be
altered by our knowledge of the people throughout the
world who are resisting that destruction; and our own spi
itual life can reach its most profound point when we join
our energies to theirs. Our sense of the ultimate meaning ol
the environmental crisis may change if we see it as a time of
jovtul resistance, a time when we can deeply penetrate the
meaning of our existence.

In the freedom of resistance comes a unique and pure
happiness. It may last for only a short while before it once
again gets clouded by regrets for losses, confusion over
strategy, and fear for the future. But for a precious time we

are at one both with ourselves and the world. Life. usually

so flawed, has become perfect. Feeding the world as it has
fed us, we are at that moment like a bee pollinating an apple
tree, like the salmon struggling upstream against the rapids
to lay its eggs, like the hawk bringing back ftresh kill for its
chicks, like a maple tree offering soft red buds to the warm
ing April sunshine.

Rcﬁjxt;lm‘t takes many forms. In any given situation, we
can see that there are choices to be made: between liy
ing in denial, and living in the truth; between accepting the
way things are and saying “no” to them. We can speak up,
act up, share our concerns with others, give money, teach
our children the truth, confront political candidates, write
letters to the editor, join groups to keep indigenous peoples
from being slaughtered, hug trees to protect forests from
bulldozers, shut down the local polluter, nationalize the oil
industry, and overthrow the government. For a start
Consider Diana Steck, a housewite from Yukon, PA, who

confronted the relation between the chronic illnesses of her




tall 1 Chr 1u cad
- |
M., 18a( I IS¢ | c1
L1 16 'I|-.'I LYyx 1L
1 1 . i
| l 1IL“"'-I '!_'_-\'\-!
1 i
[N « acsCendl i
i 1
I'l 11 OITIC1Aa 1
I"' i1 \II 1 17 |\'=-\.-I L
¥ ..|- : I.l|_" |,_-
{1 1+ ¥4 1
AT LT L Dert 1)
i 1 i i
toylel e 4 | 1111 Kniow
1
Vina VAS |!- i DO
. \
:'-::!'I | ] ] ||||
I
BIR i .!'I'l I 3 I | ‘) 1D
11 a I Cel Ning 1in
ra OLs €1 1l POLLITICS O
1 Chi ! Vi ] I Y 1 STal i "'||_| 1114
took over a crucial public meeting when public offi-
1 T ! 1 1
] g = " { | & el
1418 (1] l { 10 L 551 'riendadas and relatives werc
SHTOCECO WHen s A5 arrested or tried 1o stop !HIL_L\H{.[HI]!
I
" 1 i1 "
| ne aun 1| | hana had become a k'--”t'lk'l'll'ﬂk']'
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nded together to protect our treasured Jamaica
Pond: an actual lake—one and one-halt miles around—
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Of trees and egraced bv séa gulls, Lanadian geese, L]ll(i{‘.\.

otic-looking cormorants, snapping turtles and i1~.11mr{m]

vans. 1ts marvelously clear water attracts joggers. strollers,
babv carriages. dog-walkers. drummers on hot summer

ights, old Chinese ladies doing Tai Chi, and couples of var-
[:-?Imi!i';:_ hands
When you stand at the little boathouse where popsicles

ind popcorn are sold, vou can look across the water and see
1.3 L1 . =11 1
the sun set over wooded hills. These hills, which border the
e £ . 4
park but are not actually part of it, were sold to a builder who
" : ] 1 | , .,'l ! - '
wants to replace the old trees with luxury condos so that
proud owners can enjov the vista of the Pond while the rest
f us can view the sun setting over expensive apartments,
A local social worker spearheaded the opposition, rais
L (MN) T 111 — v A that tf l ]1:] %
ing 4,000 signatures demanding tnat the local development

] 1 .
board torbid the project and the city or state acquire the

land. On the coldest night of the winter of 1998, 350 people
Z jammed a local church to make their voices heard—to say
% that this spot was not only lovely, but also sacred. Each of us
@ at the meeting could have found something else to do that

evening; could have left the etfort to others; could have telt,

“Oh well, vou can’t tight the

tlk‘x'\'.|l‘|"t'-"\ " But we didn't
and in the end the project

As we resist, we look
tor allies, and sometimes
find them in unlikels
;~|.1u-x Melodv Chavis. a
writer and community

aClIVist In
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increasingly dominated by
1
the drue (rade. She

watched local kids grow up
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thing better. She connected them to a
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!.:1-; al oreanic gardening center, v .l'lk'!'L' they

learned to work the land with their own hands. and
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[O r,||~;|_' kJul'I‘!" pride in the ecologi al guality ol 'x'-.]l.!-. i]n'x

were erowing. For a number of kids the healthy connection
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that surrounded them
Our allies can be trom the neighborhood, or trom very

tar away. In an ecological age, “Love your neighbor

includes the whole world. Consider. for instance, the way
international activity has been mobilized in response to the
Narmada river valley project in India. Called by critics the
“world’s greatest planned environmental disaster,” the pro
iect envisaged 30 major, 135 medium, and 3,000 minos
dams [hl'ml}_'hm:[ central India, If ¢ r.l'::',ﬁ]:_'hw! as planned, it
would k!]“\11lli.th' close to 400,000 pe —uiﬁ!y destrov wildlife
habitat, and tlood some of the last remaining tropical torest
in India. As early as 1977, local opposition formed when
j"L'H].‘-‘i&' lk':l]ix‘ni 1|'“i[ I}H;I'L' was In ract no i.{!.hi day ;J1].1t"|1 [O1
the local people who were to be displaced—that they would
*x]-]‘,]l}h. |n?i1] [i]=; I‘!!!lrn*'-uu (] :*[]!r.': refueees from 1.|k"‘;k!'|‘;‘
ment.” During the next decade and a half, opposition grew
and took a varietv of forms: road blockades, hunger tasts,

- | " i L
{1L‘i’1'|l\T’!.‘-'[['..I[E'.'H}H al stalc -L.l'rﬂ.r.llk. ANd massive gatnermes at

sites which were to be tlooded. What i1s crucial here is the
way a ring of international solidarity has tormed around
resistance to the Narmada valley project. Japanese environ
mentalists persuaded their government not to advance
money to it, while American activists pressured the World
Bank. In 1992, tacing reports that the entire project was
colored by fraud and incompetence, legislators in Finland.
Sweden, and the United States asked the World Bank not to

lend any more moneyv. The International Rivers Project,

1
located in San Francisco, organizes financial and technical

aid to the continuing struggle.
|

Even 1111.'!l,1_'~._-{}'. ozone Li;‘}xh'llnl' ind acid rain make every

one “neighbors,” we should remember that if the dam goes
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commandments. By refusing to reduce mitzvot to an idola ship fresh and vital, so do the mitzvot emerge between (

trous l]".ll].‘-éL'ri}“ll (as though God were just a ]‘1}; mai

and us, re-igniting our passion, keeping ou

mouth and the Torah was simplv the written record ol covenant young.

recording at Sinai), we restore God’s grandeur and sove Finally, mitzvot are, to use the words of the Bib!
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a product of the raw power that exploded into the re:

soul, and passion in perceiving the content of God’s revela the cosmos, in the inexplicable act the Kabbalists call the
tion. Mitzvot are our perception of God’s will—mediated Creation and physicists call the Big Bang. Just as the
through human understanding. of the Big Bang is still detectable through sophisticated
In Aramaic, the word “mitzvah” means connect technology, so does the power of the Creation reverberate
Here, then, is the next level for understanding the wor in each and every human soul. By training ourselves to lis
meaning in a modern context. The business of every Jew ten with a spiritual ear, we can learn to hear the ultimart
to testity to God’s goodness and God’s sovereignty by fash power within. Qur sacred tradition comes from that same
ioning our lives in ways of holiness and peace. We connect act of sacred listening, by which the sages of Israel learned
ourselves to our Creator; we link ourselves to the one who to hear the still, small voice, and to transcribe what
liberated us from slavery, by the way we live our lives. Eacl heard into words. Those words are the distillation of the Bis

deed either strengthens our connection to (sod Bang. ;u-rfn];utin;; into mitzvot: sacred deeds which con
ates that link. There is no neutrality in the world of action cretize the amorphous energy of the Creation into the

- 1 i . i - T
we either weave a web of goodness, with each new action tangible realm of human society. Through mitzvot, Jews a
adding a new strand to the fabric of our lives, or we snip engaged in tikkun olam, repair of the world, because we are

away at the weave of righteousness that Judaism establ tapping into the primal power that brought the world into
in the world. In this second sense, mitzvah isn’t just what being in the hrst place
vou do because God said so. God isn't a At each of these levels, as commandment, as connecti

are not simply statutes. We do mitzvot be

cause we seek | as expression of relationship, and as the outward crystal
allow holiness into our lives lization of Creation, mitzvot tunction as the indispensable

On a third level, our pravers speak of the mitzvot that manifestation of meaningtul Jewish lite. Stripped of a ze:

L;HL] has ;1i\'L'l‘s “us,’ 1].'-_';,' entire Jewish pe -..;1i.. Mitzvol tor [iu- pL-rh\;'m.mL'L' of mitzvot, Jewish |]'-;|“15 .‘it_-:_-_!-h“{._ S INto
not possible without the dvnamics of relationship mere ethnicity or, worse, acsthetics. We may wel

1l l:‘.‘:;\.l.

God and Am Yisrael, between each individual Jew and the about how God’s will is applied in the world. We may not
House of Israel as an entitv. Just as each intimate relation all agree as to what constitutes a mitzvah in each commu
nity and in each new age. But the search tor answers to the

Bradley Shavit Artson is executive vice president of age-old question, what does the Lord require of vou? is no
of Rabbis of Southern California, and the author of It's A less pressing today than it was millennia ago. And in that
Mitzvah! Step-By-Step to Jewish Living (Rabbinical Assembi energizing search, we have an important role to play on
& Bebrman House) behalt of 7 Yisrael, the entire Jewish people J
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Healing:
A Jewish Word %

Rabbi Marcelo Bronstein

ealing is a Jewish concept poignantly evoked

Moses' prayer, El na refana la, which he
intones for his sister Miriam when she con- \
tracts leprosy. Refana, from the root refuah, .

literally means “to cure”; Moses prays, “God please cure

her,” because he knows that cure comes from God. If cure
is a miraculous event that we pray to attain, however, heal-
ing is what we, as spiritual beings, can bring to the process
ol cure

More than a decade ago I visited a man who had
leukemia. Entering his room, I retlexively asked him, “How
are you? "—and just as immediately regretted it. However,

his answer revealed that my question was not as frivolous as A \
el

[ had teared. He explained that, although a cure might not
|

be possible, he had never telt so healed, so alive, and so '

- __"""/1. "\\

1 1 j=_ =
W HHlL'. despire I’.I‘» orim conaition.

That sense of wholeness can be understood as a state of repair of the inner self. The Jewish tradition offers guidance
completeness, what we call shlaymut. As Arthur Green sug- on bringing balance to both the inner and outer healing
gests in his essay “Restoring the Aleph,” we can gain insight process through three ditferent paths: the biblical, the mys
into this state by seeking tical, and the liturgical. Each adds something unique to the

to expand the bounds of the holy, to tind the One mani- worldly struggle to achieve redemption

[esST eve !':x‘.'-.l.lk re, to understand that each of us 1s not just a

separate willful being but a unique spark of that single On the biblical path, we see this balance of inner and
divine light. It is by finding those sparks in one another outer healing through the analogy of the stories of our
nd drawing their light together that we discover and }mn}wlu, Every biblical hero is not just a role model for each

irticulate the deeper truth about this world in which we Jew, but is easily identihiable as a human being, marked by
] 11 truth unde A nds r| f there 1c 1|;= itelv ; p :
[h: SRS BARIID TR AL 45 A tely only flaws and failures, a hero striving for a human transforma
one Being, present in each of us, longing to know its own : |
& ' tion. And each of these intensely personal inner struggles

source and draw together the uniqueness of each being : -

i : . ' C s : mirrors the documented national «%rl.i.;-_'ulr;.
Ind the singularity of the dource trom which we JH come ; . 1 » |

: hicl 1 Jacob, whose very name means “twisted.” wrestles
ana to which we all return :

with the angel betore meeting his brother Esau. Jacob

If indeed we are part of “one Being” as we say each day knows that he has cheated his brother and has not torgot
in the Aleinu prayer (“ayn od,” there is none else), then the ten his own crookedness in the twenty years since their
concept of healing takes on added significance. In this con- last encounter. But, in making the decision to face Esau,
text, healing is not just the attempt to fix something that is Jacob crosses the metaphoric river and becomes [sr.

5 broken, but is the constant striving of the mn to lmng us which means "al]".!!;;h[” (yashar); he leaves the I'|-“'L' ol
back to the original oneness. bondage, and so redeems himselt and his relationship to

The Jewish way of walking through life (halachab) is a his brother.
way of marching towards such healing. Tikkun olam, the Implied in the struggle for redemption is the striving

2 repair of the world, is a macrocosm of tikkun atzmi, the for freedom; in a personal sense, we cannot redeem the best
< in ourselves if we fail to liberate ourselves trom our own
® Marcelo Bronstein is co-rabbi at B'nai |eshurun synagogue in pettiness. Jacob, our alter ego on the biblical path, is tright

=2 New York City ened to meet his brother, but is convinced that he has come
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higher reality exists.... Rather, [the mystic] seeks to

embrace the vibrations of this higher reality which pulsate
through existence. [The mystic’s] goal is to establish
d'vaykut, union with, or as Jewish mystics prefer to define

it, cleaving to, God.

The mystical understanding of reality dwells in the inter
stices of our lives, raising our consciousness beyond the
level of pschat, the simple understanding of reality, and
even further, beyond the drash, the interpretive under-

standing of reality, to sod, the mystery. Modern psychology,

We can become instruments of
redemption and achieve
transformation.

for example, dwells in the domain of the drash as it uses
a rationalistic approach to gain insight into the meaning
of our emotions in order to achieve change. But the jour
ney of the ego—the here and now, immediate reality—is not
important to the kabbalistic approach. We are much more
than our own story. Life and death are not defined by
biology alone.

Instead, our identitication of ourselves as divine crea-
tures who are part of divine Creation will lead us to cleave
to God. As a part of the whole, we have an effect on the
universe. We partner with God when we work to repair
the world.

The path of the mystic is the path of the unknown. To
always “know” means to create a virtual reality of rational-
ization that gives us a false sense of control and creates a
barrier between people and the real experiences of life. To
not know means to approach reality with an open heart and
mind. To not know means to lose control. When we, as
human beings, are in deep despair, we do not know how we
are going to go on—but somehow the healing process of the

mystery of lite allows us to continue

Thw liturgical path toward healing has been explored by
Samson Raphael Hirsch in his book, Horeb: A Philoso-
phy of Jewish Laws and Observances, where he uses the
word “moadim” to describe the observance of Jewish holi
days. Mo-ed is ordinarily defined as festival, but Hirsch
draws upon earlier meanings of the word—from its first
roots as a way of referring to those places in the desert
where the Tabernacle was set to its later meaning as a des-
ignated locality for an assembly with a given purpose. As
Hirsch explains, the word “moadim” can simultaneously
incorporate a holy time and a sacred place, allowing us to
view our passage through the periodic Holy Days of the cal-
endar as a journey through tents in time.

(continued on page 70)
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The Seder of the Children
of Abraham, Hagar, and Sarah

Woven by Rabbi Arthur Waskou

qloceimac nnoy Fiy "#
Prepare the Seder table with [};L Ssings ovel } 1rsit (,.:':“[T

1. a plate of four sheets of matzah (unleavened bread); All recite three blessings: the blessing over the fruit of the

2. another plate that holds grapevine, the blessing over all the nations, and the she-
(a) sprigs of mint or parsley, hecheyanu.
(b) a paste of ground horseradish, Blessed are You, the Breath of Lite
(c) a separate paste—charoset (made of chopped nuts, Who breathed into the earth of an ancient land
raisins, apples, and grape juice), and the vine that brings forth fruit
(d) a roasted egg; that brings forth juice
3. a bowl of strongly salted water; and as red as blood
4. several bottles of unfermented red grape juice. the jovtul juice of grapes that give us not death

["lﬂ ]ih'.
-

o %k Blessed are You Who taught

“In that day Israel shall be the third alongside Egvpt and

Assvria. each a blessing in the midst of the earth—lon

YHWH [pronounce Yahh, with a strong sense of breath

iTlg: of the multitudes has blessed each saving ‘Blessed be

© Reader says aloud:
» In the name of God, the Compassionate!

All present respond: - : . :
A : , Egvpt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and

= In the name of God, the Compassionate

5 : o Israel My inheritance.” [Isaiah 19:24

2 Hand everyone a cup of grape juice. : o

< Reader says: Blessed are You, Breath of Life, Who has flled us with life,
» We begin with the cup of spring, when earth awakes and lifted us up, and carried us to this moment

p-:u;‘\]t:-» come to birth. All drink.




t . - o = r ] hq_k""""
' - . . ! i 4

_PASSOVER

e
)

.\r)if_{;_‘n U_f .I edce

All sing:

Shalu shalom Yiru-shalavim [repeat tour times]
Shalom. shalom. shalom. shalom

Shalom. shalom—Shalu shalom Yiru-shalavim

Pray for the peace of Yisrael,

Pray for the peace of Yishmael,

Pray for the peace of all the world

The whole world shall live in peace

Or:

Od yavo shalom alenu [repeat three times]

V’al kulam.

Salaam ... ‘

o
alenu v'al kol ha'olam

Salaam ... salaam .

[a‘"-l:.l"-.' peace yet come to us—and to all: to us and all ti

world.]

Blessing over Greens
Give everyone a sprig of mint or similar greens, pass a bowl of
salt water, and have everyone dip the mint into the water.
Together all recite:
H]L‘HHULT are You, H['L'J[!"I of Lite, Who l'!-;_ll[ll"_'\ lite into
adam and adamah, into human-earthling and the earthy
humus, Who brings torth from the earth what keeps the
human alive, and brings forth from the human the compas
sion that restores life to the earth
Everyone eats the sprig of mint. (From this point on, everyone
should feel free to eat greens and other raw vegetables from
plates at the table.)

Blessing over Second Cup
Reader:
We lift the second cup: the cup of memory.
Say again the blessing over the fruit of the grapevine, and drink.
All read together:
We are Iﬂll;:]\t. *And you shall tell vour child on that day
saying: ‘It 1s because of what the Breath of Life did for
breathing me forth from slaverv in 1
it was not only our forebears that the Breath of Li

but us as well. So in every generation, let every human being

look upon himselt. herself. as if we all came out of the
|

Narrow Place todav

One reads:

For us today, the Narrow Place
that comes trom war between the two families of Abraham

the family that calls him Ibrahim, and the family that call

him Avraham—the children of Hair/Haear throueh her child

Ismail/Yishmael and the children of Sarah throueh her

child Is’haq/Yitzchak
Another reads:

May the Narrow Place through which we move become

narrow birth canal. Mav the blood we have shed become
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the blood of birthing! For today we tell both the story of
the Narrow Place that holds us in its grip, and the story of
turning that Narrow Place into the birth canal for two new
peoples and a new way of being, a new way of living face to
tace in the Land that gave two peoples birth

Where shall we begin the story? Like the traditional
Haggadah, we will have two tellings: One that tells the story
of our ancestors, and one that tells the conflict of our two
peoples in this centurv.

Let us start by looking at the way Yitzchak/Is'haq and
[smail/Yishmael are seen in the sacred texts of our two

pel \i?lc:x.

The Story of Ismatl and Yitzchak
Reader:
From the Torah: Avraham was childless ... and he came in
to Hagar [whose name can be understood as “HaGer, the
stranger’ | and she conceived ... and the messenger of
YHWH said to her:
All read:
[ will make your seed many, many
Too many to count.
You shall bear a son.
You shall call him Yishmael/God Hears—
For God has heard vour suttering,
Reader:
Wild donkey of a man he shall be,
His hand against everyone
And everyone’s hand against him.
And then—facing all his kinfolk shall he dwell.
All read:
So she called the name of YHWH

Seeing!”

“You God of

Therefore the well [where God’s messenger gave forth this
prophecy]
was L'Ll”li.‘i.] Be'er Lat '.h;ii Ro',
the Well of The Living One Who Sees Me.
Reader:
And God said to Avraham, “As for your wife Sarai
You shall not call her name Sarai
For Sarah/Princess is her name.
| will bless her; I will give you a son by her
[ will bless her so that she shall give rise to nations:
Rulers of peoples shall issue from her.”
And as for Yishmael/God Hears,
| hear you;
Here, I will make him blessed,
[ will make him bear fruit,
[ will make him many, beyvond and bevond,;
He will beget twelve leaders
And a great nation I will make of him.,
All read:
... Sarah vour wife shall bear vou a son

You shall call his name Yitzchak/Laughing One;




Reader:

All read:

He was strictly true to what he promised and he was an
oin on his ;u_n]m]y

ptable in the sight

Reader:

'haq, a prophet
of the Riechteous. We blessed Ibrahim and Ix'h.n;
All read:

the foundations
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of us sub
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Reader:
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Say again the blessing over the fruit of the grapevine, and drink.
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and the children of Sarah through Is
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We too are children ot Abraha
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As Isaac and Ishmael

the Well of the Living One X
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|

So that thev not learn to kil

So tonight we will ask each other Four More LJuestions




The First Ouestion

From the plate with four slices of matzah, lift the bottom slice
Say aloud:

This is the bread of atfliction: it is whole, and so long as
whole, no one can eat trom 1t

Now break it; let everyone see these two pieces.

Reader:

The First Question: Why do we break the matzah in

All read:

Because the bread of attliction becomes th
dnm—wf!un we .‘*-h.iF'E’ iI. H:_'L_ii_l‘-l. 'i1l'!|. :I .il!li ‘I‘-!.I" '\- II
to two peoples must be divided in two, so that both pe
may cal ol iI. .l"il‘i ]HH.;' as one ','*L'Hll*fu UTASS I e W 'rH'-Eg ':.!' ¢
it is a land of atfliction, and no one is nourished by it. Wi
each people can eat from part of the Land, it will becon
land of freedom

Pass the broken pieces of matzah from hand to hand. Each pe:

son breaks off a piece and hands that piece to someone else,

Together they say:

Blessed is the Breath of Life Who b ings toi th bread
the earth and compassion from each earthy-human
Everyone eats the matzah.

One reads:

A letter trom Dalia Landau, a teacher and counselo
in Jerusalem, who served as an officer in the Israel Defenc
Forces, to Bashir Khavri, a lawver, who had been dej
to Lebanon the day betore

January 14, 1988

Dear Bashir,

We got to know each other twenty vears ago. Ever si
we have become part of each other’s lives. Now | hear that
you are about to be deported

Atter the Six Day War, you came with ty

[O see IhL’ E'JH[]‘-L_' il! H"H"I'I]i._ WA ;-!L_".:. VOU WCIC !":‘i I || Wds

my first encounter with Palestinians. My family h:

living in that house since 1948, just after vour family was

torced to leave. You were a child of six then, and I v
vear old. My family had come to the new state of |
together with 50,000 other Bulgarian Jews, and vou
was L‘HI‘IhiLit'l'L'd ']l.iu:]n_huu-ﬂ Dron
l'-n]]n"-,‘n.'it‘l;-_' your first visit in 1967, | later

invitation to visit vou in Ramallah. where | tound mvsell

rounded by hospitality. We talked tor hours and established

a warm personal connection. However, it became clear 1l

our }H"Iilik‘;ll views were very fai Apa Fach of us

through the lens created by the suffering of his own peopl
But some change in perspective was beginning to take

place in me. One unforgettable day,

house in Ramle, accompanied by vour |

was then old and blind. He touched the rugeed stones o

the house. He then asked if the lemon tree was still in the

1‘!111.‘1{\.';“‘1.1. l |=: was ]t'xJ O tiu- .11*!:1‘.~].|1H [ree, W I!I|~. |~. }.n h |f§

planted many years before. He caressed it and stood silent
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vour tather came to out

“.'tmi’l’ll._ I, 1\|.l|!|! ||| "

v

Tears were rolling down his face

Many vears later, atter the death of vour tather, your
mother told me that, whenever he telt troubled at night and
could not sleep, he would pace up and down vour rented
house in Ramallah, holding a shriveled lemon in his hand
was the same lemon my father had given him on that visit

Ever since I met vou, the teeling has been growing in me

that “home” was not just myv home. The lemon tree which

vielded so much fruit and gave us so much delight lived in
other ;‘JL‘Hp}L"% hearts, too. The Hj'l..H"ii"LIh house with its |-i;'_|‘.
ceilings, big windows, and large grounds was no longer just

an “Arab house,” a desirable form of architecture. It had
faces behind it now. The walls evoked other people’s mem
ories and tears.

I]_ Was Vvery ['!‘i]ﬂll_ll forme, as 4 YOUILE WwWOman twenty YCaALS
ago, to wake up to a few then-well-hidden facts. For example,
we were all led to believe that the Arab population of Ramle
and Lod had run awav before the advancing Israeli army in
1948, leaving everything behind in a rushed and cowardly
escape. This belief reassured us. It was meant to prevent guilt
and remorse. But after 1967, I met not only vou, but also an
[sraeli Jew who had personally participated in the expulsion
from Ramle and Lod. He told me the story as he had experi
enced it, and as Yitzhak Rabin later confirmed in his memoirs.

While I was learning to live with these paintul tacts, vou
were imprisoned. You were charged with planting a bomb
that killed several civilians '\‘1_\ heart aches for those mui
dered even now. For your crime, you sat in prison for hfteen
vears. Passing the Ramle prison on my way to work, I often
wondered if you were there. | never had the courage to ask
[t was too paintul.

After my marriage and the death ot my parents, I inhes
ited the house in Ramle. I shared our story with my hus
band, and he and | both felt that we wanted to dedicate that
house to some hu;lhrm purposc

Following vour release from prison, we sought vou out
and met vou. I felt that vou and 1, your tamily and mine,
were bound by a strange destiny, that the house with which
our childhood memories were connected had forced us to
tace each other. However, our conversations revealed that,
despite the passage of time, vour basic position has not
changed—and this makes it impossible to tind common
ground. Perhaps some day, it we are both willing to make
sacrifices, some kind of mutual forgiveness may vet emerge

[ The Landaus turned the Ramle property into the site o

the Open House project, providing educational services to
the Arab community in Ramle and serving as a meeting cen
ter tor Arabs and .FL‘T\'?'J. I
Reader:
Now there are homes that have been turned into dust. Gila
Svirsky, an Israeli who lives in Jerusalem, an organizer of Bat
Shalom—Israeli women who work closely with Palestinian
WOmen—writes an open letter she calls “Lena Doesn’t Live
Here Anymore.”
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Palestinian tives, the president, and others in power. Tell them that the
i

border ol [sraeli demolition of Palestinian homes must be stopped

st entirely of Say it in the subject line, so they get the point quickly. And
Old City of circulate this lettes nore people
, .
wctivists heard ['hank vou tor

and we were

7 : = :
]!‘{ .\r;’(‘fif'h/ _(_.H'):’r'{".'u’frm’

the hill in our Hand two sprigs of mint to everyone; have each person dip one
T progress with sprig in the horseradish, and one in the sweet charoset paste.

who was with All say together:

1 %1 : ¥ i { " . L
this a closed Blessed are You. Breath of Lite. Who breathes life into

ites the otticer adam and adamah. into human-earthline and the earths

| | | vyrr] E 1 §
uine or imvented humus, Who brings forth from the earth what keeps th

LIK
1 1 3 1 1 1
human alive, and brings forth from the human the ¢ ompas

1 11 1 i . . "
hill and watched ston that restores lite to the earth

he civil admin Each person eats first the sprig dipped in horseradish, then the
1l by wall. He one dipped in charoset.
flowers and Reader:
wall was shat ['he Second Question: Why do we dip herbs three times
1e from every once in salt water, once in bitte

.Illal OnNCe 1N sweed

S P '.'Ik!l'ti. and n[‘l.i‘.-!“&.”

lone, he went All read:

e '_|.1.__1. [',. s pha o . e ll N 3 ]i! ] } -
1911 all tNne ITuit Irst for the tears ol WO peopilces, Israell and alestinian,;
|

i i 1 .
| . "
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over a then for the bitterness of both peoples, tasting ruined lives:
1
LC1 x*.'.'-‘.'W']‘:k -;! I!]l' .I1'I'.] T|Er,,'|': fOT 1|'.-L sweelness of two !.‘-1'1';"]';1. l‘xllx_"nllﬂltill .LJI]'L.F

i | | 1
SCen anyone [sraeli. For the future of both peoples, who must learn no

h water to repeat the sorrows of the past but to create the joys of the
of the voung future.
from a very One reads:

Y
LI ¢ £ b

. r iy 1 T 3 1
opening fire On March 14, 1997, the |erusaler: Post retold an evewit
| | 1 )
soldiers were shoot account of new bloodshed

1 i1 1 : F bk F . " i r‘: '! - T

the Wild West. I saw We got out of the bus at the observation point and
11 I i I' 1i I 1 'I' I 'l ¥ f } ¥ 1 Y t
Lieeal, a ciear vio started 1o see all the pProcess ol tn€ pumps at [Nne (1ormeln

raeli army, which Naharim electricity plant. In the middle of the description
Foyri ]1 .

1 1 1 1

l | e | .y
e opens fhire suddenly we heard a burst of tire. I looked up and saw a

: : , ‘
lordanian soldier hiring trom the observation tower.

“1 shouted to the girls to go down the bank which was

I LERN

: : T e e : 7L
group, covered in mustard plants in bloom. The girls started to

t as luckv. The take cover as one burst came after anothetr

| 1 e | s 1 1
bv a bullet. [he soldier saw that he was not succeeding, so he came

mother of the aftter us to the edee (of the “]”]‘L" and started firing at us from

1 i
1 1 1 i i 1 1
soldiers when she tace-to-tace distance. He had to change a magazine and when

i | I' NNTOITIC

1 s 1
he did so. which didn't work. that was the end of it. It was a

| _ : :
| here. Our group, the nightmare. I stll can’t take in what happened here
._ : ;

be going back next “1 started to call the girls who were around me and saw

" ‘ . v
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alestinians rebuild, the will happen until help comes?’ so I started to push them

1 ™ . 1 {1
| again. As one ol into the held and covered them until help came

“They are hysterical. We didn’t tell them all the truth

We told them that some are wounded and some of them

s to stop. The mes would not be coming back to us.’

oreign political Within davs, King Hussein of Jordan came to visit the

SEDER OF THE ( ILDRE? ' ABRAMHAM R OAN A RAH _l.i
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seven Israeli families whose children had been killed. Hq Later in the afternoon. two small groups of women sepa

said to them, “No words can express how I personally feel, rated themselves—Israelis from Bat Shalom and Palestinians
how my family teels, how my people teel. We consider this from the adjoining village of Beit Sahur. Together we for

a loss that all of us suftered. I teel that I have lost a child a joint delegation to pav a condolence call at the home of tl
and 1 feel that if there is anvthing in life, it is to insure that Salah family, whose son Abdallah had been kill

all the children enjoy peace and securitv. I hope vou con Saturday by Israeli cross-hre in the territories,

sider me a brother and a member of the tamaily We filed into the room and each woman. in tus

. 1 1 1 |
One reads: a few quiet words to the mother who sat stonily in the con

Another letter from Gila Svirsks ner. We took seats around the room—by then we were pe

I"“".-|I=!l.jl._' [E‘IL' |-"l|i-iLEI"‘/R_'|"\ |‘:_"__'_||l scarring the land at | i.].]i‘l'w torty women l}‘_'l;_:ll._' and some ol the women D
Abu Ghaneim [Har Homa], a tiny tent “city” ol about a weep. One of them said that the grandparents of the

JHJL-H tents has Sprung up on the hillside opposite. For th were |'g'itjlg_‘|L'L'H1,'P[ 1948 Irom lc-:"|~..k]:_r‘:1_ OF COUTrs

last couple weeks, hundreds of Palestinians and Isra A man came in and stood at the doorway wm the
have come to this site everv dav (and some have slept tather of Abdallah, the martvr.,” he announced i

l]lL'H" -1 [‘I['Hti SI. EXPIrEss n-:l.f AIriey .|'l.: 11 E it clear 1o E{t'h['tf‘u‘a. .'\!‘L S0On, [}‘u' -1.||-.*;-.-:~r = i|L ;.!{Eni f| r| nn

one another that this is a struggle that we share. Neitl speech that sounded—and he said it was—rehearsed repea

side can do it alone edlv in the media over the past hve davs: “My son was neves

.ast Thursdav hundreds of children. women. and 1 in trouble with the armv a sinele dav of his lite. He wa

1 1 | 1 B 1
from manv Israeli and Palestinian peace organizations cams gsood student and going to be an engineer. The floo
together on the hillside to call for the bulldo over our heads was for him when he would get married.” I

_ : . . : 1 :
Representatives of a dozen organizations spoke eloguent was a moving culogy, spoken with much love and 1

|
1 11 1 ' ] ) 1 1
about ending the bloodshed, creating a Palestinian stat One of the women trom Bat Shalom said a tew
sharing Jerusalem as a capital, hnding a wav to hive toget!

§

| i 1 1 i ¥
about the sorrow we felt over Abdallah’s death, and ous

cooperatively on this land cherished by both peoples. Then prayers that there would be no more violence and bloodshed

words seemed so clear and carried That opened a flood of wrath from the mother. “Wher

are the Israelis when my bov 1s killed? Where 1s the world?

their wav out of the rocky terrain around u Why did King Hussein get down on his knees to ask for

| 1 i i1
ACTOSS !E'n' ‘\.'I]'u y, 4 reflection of the sprimg Howers pi

But perhaps the most encouraging part was the chi giveness in Israel, but Netanyahu does nothing? He is a
I'he organizers had set up swings and slides, and set mat dog, the son of a dog, and I would kill him with mv bare

tresses down so the children would ha fter landis hands. if 1 could.” We sat and listened to her unanswerabl

| | 1 (| i 1 |

Soon they were plaving hide-'n-seek together (“Momm: questions, responded when she allowed us, heard he
count to ten in Arabic for me Daddy, tell him in Hebr one of the Israeli women kept her hand on he
that it’s his turn to hide”). Then it was time to draw pict throughout. The mother would not cry among us, as tl

1€
of the landscape, and suddenly fifty portraits appeared of father had let himself do. When she drew to an end
Eh'-_' |"]H:' .-1|-.u'.- .Il'ni OreCn-CoOvert d hil OppPoOsIl i ] ' women 'w[l.h.'H;E up.
]”"“-‘."11 dby d }_‘1"-"|';|,1' i!I ',E'.!L'Ei'l';_' "-'". | el VO

ed drawings out i “Mayv Allah have mercy on his soul,” we each said as

tront of them as the media caught their hopeful percep embraced her before parting. As we left the home, «

tions, eclipsing for a moment the harsher political realit of us was handed a glossv picture of Abdallah: a skinn

behind them sertous-looking twentv-one-vear-old. He looked like he

‘ 3.3 : . T 1 : .-
We adults settled into comtortable conversations. | hear would have made a fine enginee

some “un-organized” singing at a distance and went

observe. It was a aroup of Israc li and Palestinian chili .. l 1[}{] ] 1/'}”"/ -(JE”IK:HH.”‘;‘;

l‘-t*rhdl‘H eight to ten vears old, sittine on the eround co Reader:

pletely mixed up with one another, trving to sing “Heveinu The Third Question: Why does the Torah teach: “Whes

Shalom Aleitkhem” together, which the Palestinian chils stranger lives-as-a-stranger with vou in vour land, vou sha

rendered as “Shalom Aleifa.” The Hebrew words literall not oppress him. The stranger who lives-as-a-strange:

mean “we bring peace to vou”: in Israel. the

come.” When that v

vas over. the Palestinian children sane her as vourselt.”

intent 18 “wel hagar] with vou shall be as one of vour citizens: You shall lowve

with guUsto “Biladi"—*“Mv Country which has sponta All read:

neously become the national anthem of the Palest Because Torah teaches:

These children will grow into rin

adulthood creating their ows Hagar HaMitzna [ Hagar the Egyptian] was a stranger

state. It reminded me of the fervor of the Jewish childrer our midst, and we oppressed her; We were strangers in the
R‘-.'!H"- I"Il".;"lt'ti create .':r-.._\-” own state of |

srael. Too much ftervor Land of Egypt, and the Land of Rome, and the Land of

on both sides to ever extinguish, I thought to mysell Spain, and the Land of Germanv—and they oppressed us;
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Reader:
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Say again the blessing over the fruit of the grapevine,

drink.

One Reads:
['he Four Children

?!.; \L11LT

MNISCY
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n, both

it. But

e tonig

1
n ¢achn one

I OLL

O

naimve one, 'l|‘|i.'

bring to birth?

1
them can we truth

] 1
an deeplv hear

..Ig*nc*p|r.!iidt

T'he Fourth r(x)f:'{‘t.-’.'h-:-’

Reader:

- ¢
| he Fourth O

1
sl ares A
YAt

All read:
It is the egg of birthin

Wl . 21 - - B = & { 1
W hen the mawive HITAN and

1 1 | 1 ]

M"'.i". ed the chidren that | |;‘ti_i;l|’i|
]

{hi 8]

That was the begi

1g Ol

When Pharaoh’s daughter joinec

[0 give a second birth to Moses

SR SR "HETSEAT | ey * el |
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\ I 1 1 1.

And our peopie turned Lo draw

When God | our Midwit

became
i us Her hrstborn,

Ca
And nameg

g Lo 1hu ]JrﬁJL11

[hough we were the smallest and vou

The birthing began:

T 1 ) 1
When the waters of the Red Sea broke.,

1‘:"'. e were 1!1.';;!"'. Crc -.!

SO tonight 1t 1s our
| =iVl

Who tonight i1s

[c1r[i‘H|ul:[i\Pit |1J;Li

[shmael

Our lives are in each other's hai

No Pharaoh can force us

One reads or sings:
Sarah and Hagar

[ am calling vou oh Sarah
this 1s vour sister Hagarn
\,'r”'.":'_-: fl}!t"l}-_'_]‘, [|"f. CEenuries

1O Il_'.I-._'!'] VOu rom atdl

Here 1s mv son Ishmael

S SON AV

WAT SISTER |

we share the sons of Abraham

| W0 1l'li'n_‘|1|||'--»._ O r--._!-}_

%

(Oh ves | am vour Saral
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VOULI htﬂxt'[iﬂ1|rwl}:ﬁ~ldih ”fL J=~7

a cry upon my heart

l! Wds ! "\"..l'li." CAaAst vOou Oout 1n feal
vet vour vision survived the wil

1 ¥
to reach vour destiny

] 1 11 i
But it wasn t tll mv Isaac lay
that 1 recognized your peril

1
the danger to vour life

[ tremble now Hagan
tor our peril’s still the same
we will not survive as strangers

—

We must H-:WIL'.:IL'. x'.ii._l' i‘l]!'.L'E » T1alTic

l"-.ll'-.l. must tell each others stories
H‘.‘.I]—n_' L'.n_h HEL'IN Sirong
and sing the dream of ancient lands

where both of us belong

we must hear the pravers
where spirit first was sown
that all of our children

mav call this land their home
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!

st of the
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If the Seder is being held on April 4, use this passage as it is.
If not, modify as necessary.

Reader:

Tonight we ;_‘d[}u r on the anniversary of the death of Martin
Luther King, Jr. He taught us how to act when the path
ahead is harsh and dimly lit

“However dismal and catastrophic mav be the present

: ] " Sl - ; e ! : i ]
circumstances. we Know |!!.1- e are not alone, ror Lrod

dwells with us in life’s most conhning and oppressive

On the verv night betore his death. he called to mind the

ancient images of freedom trom the Narrow |

ney toward the Promised Land

th : } 11 4 1 ? 11 |
l]ll.\! want to do God’s will. And He’'s allowed me to

go up to the mountain. And I've looked over, and I've seen

the Promised Land. | may not get there with vou, but
want you to know tonight that we as a people will get to the
Promised Land. So I'm happyv tonight, I'm not tearing am

man. Mine eves have seen the glory of the coming of

the Lord!™
One reads:
l“\i”"ii{.‘l
O Ishmael
Listen.
[t is Isaac speaking.
']'m: 1(}!15‘, l'ld'x'L' WE Crossg L SWOrds ovel “.i‘:_'!;
Too ]m];,‘ ]Ill.‘- [|JL'I'\ been desert between us
Where nothing grows
Only Death.

Let there be peace.

(One night,
At the toot of Sabbath

[ waited ftor vou.

You said vou would come to Jerusalem
And meet me face to face

[ watched you, Ishmael,

As you rode above the desert sand
On a strange, colossal camel

With smoking hooves

.-"\L'Tt\hh d L'lnu.,“-;n_u -\kk

You alighted.

And I ran to meet vou,

And held out both mv hands

| have waited for this momen
Countless generations

We wept and embraced

O Ishmael.

How long shall we wage war with one another?
How long must there be rancor and mistrust-
How much more blood must still be spilled

Before the final epic?

How manv shall we shovel in the sand?
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Let us be reconciled at last.

O Ishmael,

In the fhield of the dead,

By the gravestones of our beloved sons,
As we were once long ago

By the held of Ephron,

In the cave of Machpelah,

When we buried

Our tather,

Abraham.

O Ishmael,
.'\1‘}.' Hl'uthl.:l'.

i i —

Eat dinner, and after eating, sing:
From You I receive,

1o You | give,

Together we share,

And from this we live.

Finish by singing “We Shall Overcome,” and end with either of

the songs from the beginning.

And everyone 'neath vine and hgtree shall live in peace and
unafraid [repeat twice]

And into plowshares beat their swords; nation shall learn

. j
war no more ,I'Ii'{ If‘-['ir'.-* lwice|.

This ettort was initiated by The Shalom Center (P.O. Box 380. Accord.
NY 12404, phone (914) 626-7272, email s

1alometr@aol.com), and was
assisted by Break the Silence, a network of American Jews committed
to peace between Israel and Palestine. It draws upon the model Seder
of the Children of Abrabam created by Rabbi Devorah Bartnoff, 2'l:
Catherine Essovan; Rabbi Mordechai Liebling; and Rabbi Brian Walr,
compiled by New Jewish Agenda, and published by Adama Books in

1984, through the efforts of Reena Bernards, Jeffrey Dekro, and Esther

Cohen. Most of the selections from Torah and Koran were chosen for
the 1984 Seder, and most of the “Four Children” passage appeared
there. Wherever a new passage or liturgy is not otherwise credited, it
is by Rabbi Arthur Waskow, director of The Shalom Center, who also
shaped the Seder, Naomi Mara Hyman and David F. Waskow helped
trace some sources. Copyright © 1999 by Arthur Waskow d




SOUL AND SOCIETY

Easter,
Passover

and All That

_-a‘v'f-.f’f.*" "':-‘i W !'.U X

OLUT L“'L'-..l;;' d Vvcal

University of Creation Spirituals
with two hundred persons in atten
dance, a Tibetan Buddhist rose and

51'!. l

4 . . i " q
1ave I1many ]'L 1SN Iriends and l|'_'.'- 1S The Tirst

sald. “I am so thrilled to be at this Se

time | have ever been invited to a Jewish ri

ual. In fact, I didn’t know the Jewish people

had any rituals. All my Jewish friends are always inviting me

y Buddhist meditation centers.” Ah., a sign of our times!

This reminds me of the rabbi I know—in fact he con
ducted our Seder last vear—who, while in the seminary in
the Seventies. L‘.L-;*.: isking his professors, lell us about our
mystical heritage. | want to study Jewish mysticism.”
Finally, after his constant pestering, the professor replied,
“There is no Jewish mysticism!” On graduating, he went to
i‘.:*.‘::;': [O il*.'L' |' |“~l.'|!5u_ L_'~5| Jmf his OMmmuniny 1.“[' [}H'L'L'
years to learn something about mysticism.

This bias against mysticism is not restricted to Jewish
intellectuals or rabbinic seminaries. 1 have rarelv met a
Catholic priest or a Protestant minister who was instructed
in the wisdom literature of Israel which is our shared cos

i i : oo W T, 45
mological, feminist, and mystical heritage (and which the
historical Jesus knew so well). In my twelve-vear training as
a Dominican we never once studied the mystics. I never

once heard the name “Meister Eckhart”™ mentioned even

though he was a Dominican and the greatest mystic of the

church. The modern era and contemporary academia are
i
I

Cosmic Christ (or Buddha Nature or Cosmic Wisdom) tra
dition. Being ignorant of this tradition, we don’t get what
the Easter fuss is all about

-1-;.-11\' Imost .[\']I.'{'-.‘I.flll.:i l-_":"ui“-]\' Ol }Hi“ri'E COITIES, i !H._'!].L'\n'k" not
from a Christian writer but from the Jewish prophet and
feminist psvchologist, Otto Rank. Rank said that the idea

the resurrection ot Jesus from the dead is the most “rev

r ¥ ' y i i e
vigiipew rox is the autbor o twenty-tbree ook tnciwding I |:1L'

Coming of the Cosmic Christ and Sins of the Spirit, Blessings ol

¥ | # T T, | i T [ " ; r.
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biased against mysticism and are practically ignorant of the

, " e T , r
olutionary idea” ever proposed by the human species. Why
1 1 1 ¥ 3 y
would he sav such a thing? In his work with artists, Rank
came to the conclusion that fear of death was the ultimate

block to the creative process. Fear of death leads to fear of

life (an insight on which Ernest Becker’s posthumousls

awarded Pulitzer Prize book. The Fear of Death. is based).

Rank analyzed the evolution of the human species in terms

of its quest for immortality or soul. Tribal people tound soul

in the tribe; the Egyptian pyramids guaranteed the immor
1 1 1

tality of the pharaoh, an immortality in which ordinary citi

d :
Zens muld participate v icariously: Greeks tound soul 1n art
4!11.! hL-.illt_x'_ Hu:.‘n.n:- In 'hm' (Chi Istians irom =.i1.-; Iul_u[h Cen

tury on in family: Freud in psychoanalvsis

But Rank believed that Jesus and Paul democratized soul
by putting forth the belief that everyone resurrects from: the
dead. Death is no longer anvthing to be teared by anvone.

. A . ia :
For believers, the Easter event symbolizes the triumph of

lite over death, spring over winter, justice over injustice, lib

L']':l[iﬁl] over capuvity Hm% Ilrlw d5sSUTrance jHH‘ﬂ'x us toO get on
. T : .

with living. And living means above all for Rank, creating.

1 ' ) : - Lk
tertile womb. Rank interprets

The empty tomb becomes a
Deuteronomyv “| put before vou life and death, choose life”
to mean: Choose birth. Choose creativity. Give birth.

[t takes a mystical sense, a sense of the Cosmic Christ, to
grasp the impact of Easter because, as the Jesus seminai
scholars tell us. the resurrection is not about the historical
Jesus as such. The tradition of the Cosmic Christ is that of

the divine wisdom that is tound in every being in the uni

verse, the light of the Divine in all things. Those who
reported experiencing the risen Christ did not say, “we've

seen the historical Jesus. we've seen the historical Jesus.”

Rather, they said, “we've seen the risen Lord.” But Lord is a




EATING MEAT?

VEGETARIANISM:
Essential for Jewis

Renewal?

Richard H. Schwartz

. 1
pirituality has led to a growing awareness ol
. 3 1 . i |
unity ot all DEIngs, ol oul fundamental intercon
: : . )
nectedness. For some this reflection has staved

1

the level of purely personal enlightenment without
much manitestation in behavior, but tor others this under
standing has led to a greater sense of responsibility, firsi
toward all other human beings, and second toward animals
One form that this awareness takes is a growing
toward vegetarianism.,
No surprise, then, that the Jewish renewal consciousns

| 3 Lo g
e various denominations

that increasingly manifests in all
of Judaism has a strong proclivity toward vegetarianism. Let
me explain why I believe that Jewish renewal must associate

iself with vegetarianism.

Jewish renewal means a return to Jewish traditions in
process Rabbi Arthur Waskow has called “Godwrestlin
struggling with the Torah and Jewish traditions to find
deeper meanings. Jewish vegetarians in particular are con
stantly wrestling with a tradition that, on the on
hil:*- hL‘k‘H !,'L‘HIL']'L_W.J on :I]'!]!]'!‘I! SACTIIICES .”;i.! the eatins
meat during festivals, but that, on the other hand, contain:
strong indications that vegetarianism is at the heart
Jewish tradition.

% 3 " . 1 1 1
God’s tirst dietary law allowed only vegetarian foo

“And God said: ‘HL'E‘IU]L! | have given vou eveny herb vield
ing seed which is upon the face of the earth, and every
in which is the fruit of a tree vielding seed—to vou it shall b
for food.”” (Genesis 1:29). Some of the greatest Jewish sa
have taught that permission to eat meat was given later only
as a grudging concession to people’s weakness, and tl
many prohibitions and restrictions were applied to ke
alive a sense of reverence for life

® The great Jewish philosopher Maimonides felt that

animal sacrifices were a concession to the practices of a time

when the common mode of worship involved sacrifices and

that the Israelites were not ready to worship in a way radi
. S

cally different from their neighbors. However, human sacri

fices were eliminated, pagan practices were forbidden, and

Richard H. Schivartz, Ph.D.. is a professor of mathematics
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tarianism, Judaism and Global Survival, a#d Mathematics and

Global Survival
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sacrifices were confined to one central location with the
hope that the Israelites would be weaned trom this practice

® The prophets stressed many times that God preferred
mercy and justice over animal sacrifices, and that the sacri
fices were in fact an abomination to God if carried out with-
out eftorts to combat poverty and oppression

e Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hakohen Kook, the first Chief
Rabbi of pre-state Israel and one of the outstanding Jewish
philosophers of the twentieth century, believed that the
many Jewish dietary restrictions implied a hidden repri-
mand designed to keep alive the feeling of reverence for life.
He taught that people will again be vegetarians in the time
ot the Messiah, basing this view on Isaiah’s prophecy about
the harmony and peace that would prevail during the
Messianic time: “And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox” (Isaiah 11:6-9)

e Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, a highly respected modern
Torah commentator, has stated that “the laws of kashrut are
designed to teach us compassion and to lead us gently to
vegetarianism.’

Vegetarianism is not only a messianic goal, however, but
one we need to pursue in the here and now. Jewish renewal
emphasizes that each of us should attempt tikbun olam:, the
transformation, healing, and repair of the world. In
response, today’s Jewish vegetarians are challenging Jews
to adopt vegetarianism to protect the environment, help the
hungry, take care of our health and lives, and treat animals
with respect and compassion

® Judaism teaches that “the earth is the Lord’s” (Psalm
24:1). We are to be partners and co-workers with God in pre-
m.‘l'\'ing.: the world and *.ﬂ.‘L"in;; that the earth’s resources are
properly used. However, non-vegetarian diets require the
wasteful use of land, water, energy, and other agricultural
resources, and contribute substantially to many environmen-
tal threats, including air and water pollution, soil erosion and
depletion, the destruction of tropical rain forests and other
habitats, and global warming. Vegetarianism thus becomes
part of a practice Jewish renewal calls “eco-kashrut,” which
means that to minimize our damage to the environment all of
our actions, along with eating, must be kosher.

* Jewish renewal, as Michael Lerner has pointed out
(Jewish Renewal, xxiv), “will not accept a world in which

some people live in luxury and affluence while others are
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As Rabbi Lerne
I

|
Judaism not because it is too dif

has pointed out, many Jews leave

terent trom the larger soci-
ety, but because it is too similar. In the Western world, vege

tarianism has alwavs been viewed bv the majority as

| 1 1 1 1
disturbing and even threatening. As earlv as ancient Roman

times, vegetarianism was “one of the signs of a radical
thinker, the individual who criticises the status quo, who
desires something better, more humane and more civilised
tor the whole of societv.” (Colin Spencer, The Heretic's Feast

A History of Vegetarianism, 97)

"y

Shitting to a diet based on fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, and legumes is an etfective way to challenge the dom
inant paradigm that stresses one’s own benehits without suf
ficient consideration tor the harm that might be done to
other people, animals, and the environment. By refusing to

; L .1 ' .
eat meat, vegetarians also can help shitt the focus of Jewish

life from materialism and conspicuous consumption to the

sanctity of every day living. Vegetarianism 1s an effective way
of showing idealistic voung Jews how Judaism can apply to
Every aspect ol lite, not just a few sacred occasions or holy
days, and how Jewish values can have an impact on some of
the critical problems facing the world today.

] ot
that can be

L

In view of the strong case for vegetarianism
made based on Jewish teachings, | hope that the considerable

energy, talent, and commitment of the Jewish renewal move

ment will now be channeled into the doing of a great £rddus/
Hashem (sanctification of God's name) by strongly promoting
a widespread discussion of Jewish values related to our diets.
Such an effort will help many Jews decide to adopt sensible,
healthy, ecological, plant-based diets, resulting in great bene
fits for them, for Judaism, and for our threatened planet. 'J
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EATING MEAT?

Meat Eater

Kimberly French

ight vears ago I moved to the country. | wanted
' 1 ]
everything—a vegetable garden, fruit trees, tlow

inimals. Some of the

ers, and animals. Especially

. , , | : e :
animals arrived unbidden. like the two halt-tailed

kittens that someone dumped across the street with an oper
can of cat food. Others, I researched and then searched |

[ sought out a family whose sheep won top prizes at local
fairs. These people were as crazy about animals as I was. |
went back to their farm again and again. They loved litera
ture, weaving, and everything English. I drank a lot of tea
asked a lot of questions about food, shelter, fencing, bedding,
types of wool, ease of lambing, veterinary care, disposal of the
sheep that get sick and die. Then I bought three sheep

“What do vou do with them?” evervone asks me. | know

what thev mean 1s. “You don’t eat them. do vou?” At first
1

the answer was no. I even stopped buying dog food that

had “mutton byproducts™ in it.

And so my little Hock ZrEW,. W ith new lambs each SPril
[ thought I could manage up to twenty sheep. But I soon

realized that tive or six was closer to what my pasture

energy level could handle
From the beginning I hadn't ruled out eating lambs
raised. | had eaten meat all my life. Where was the logic in
buying meat that had had who knows what done to it whes
| had healthy lambs in my backvard? In my third summer of
sheep raising, with two adolescent rams mounting even
thing that moved, the time had come to face the ques
dead-on.
U':-_.‘,t'l'_FiH kson (a ]‘.‘HL"!L::HI'.'-_i‘:" became mv henchm
He kills animals for a living. On Labor Day weekend
took three sheep to his slaughterhouse. I made three trips
each time with one sheep stutfed into a large dog crat
bleating the whole way.
Within minutes of entering the slaughterhouse, I saw cai

casses hanging, guts spilling, heard animals screaming

1 s

smelled rusty blood and chainsaw exhaust. The place |
just two rooms: a killing room and a cutting room. Nothin
hidden. No one asks “May | help vou?” Customers

k"-{}‘L'L'lL'K] o ]"jL'l’\ their way among heads, pelts, and unide

tifiable gore on the floor and interrupt the killing or cutti

in order to state their business

Kimberly French is a freelan

] i i ¥ '
Cipatl bomrestead i sowtheasters \ { {C )
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On my first trip, I found Jackson sawing a hog in half.

He pointed me toward a voung woman with bleached,
permed hair and a Guns 'n’ Roses t-shirt, who was making
change over a carcass in the cutting room. “She’ll show vou
where to put him.”

His daughter, Wendy, came out, and I unloaded my first
six-month-old lamb. A few months earlier he'd caught his
horns in a pen and ripped them off. They'd grown back in
lumpy. My other sheep had names from novels (Celie, Lucy
Codi) and from public radio newscasts (Nina, Cokie.
Boutros), but I'd named him Dinner and his twin brothe:
Lunch. I treated the others like pets. [ fed them «.l.i'l‘l‘}"l"rl!
apples. I scratched Boutros’ back until his eyes rolled in an
ecstatic swoon. But I had barely handled Lunch and Dinner.

Unused to the halter, Dinner dug his hooves into the
gravel. “Don’t pull his wool or vou’ll bruise the meat,’
Wendy told me. He bucked, and I vanked him toward the
pen. Once he was in, an enormous ram kept humping him.
Dinner bleated continually.

“How do you want him cut up?” Wendy asked

“What are the choices?”

She pulled out a big piece of butcher’s paper and scrawled
my name and number. “Boned and rolled, steaks, chops.
How do you eat?”

[ didn’t eat much meat. I wasn’t sure I'd be able to eat
this meat at all. I couldn’t answer.

“Why don’t we give vou a variety? That way, when vou

come back next time, you'll know what you want.”

I asked Jackson if he'd be interested in buying the lamb’s
twin and a ewe. He met me with a feed }!;1;: and, some-
how, single-handedly stutfed Lunch into it. | couldn’t help
feeling tenderness toward Lunch. He had his mother’s

pretty face, and I could tell by the way he kept tentatively
approaching me that he could be a pet.




. : ] - o ol T ' o
Ll I‘“-k'[“[’!‘l.l]\t ';.I.'h.{l*[L}"'!"LL'.;'H'-H;LT-. ACTOSS [he driveway 1n ront ol the
1 1
'.w_'t him n I|"J;;!'s;. H].tl!b:h[g-rhwuw [1 ..'mklnl 1.1_;'-.L DECN a4 snow
: - h
unch weighed broke, huh?” Jackson called over, smirking

hty-five. “Good Jackson had told me he'd pay ti

1 1 ¥ 1 1
].‘I“lll'lu.lu for an older ewe depending on how much

had been gnawing at He eved her and pronounced that she was worth twenty

1 ' 1 i 11
d rejected her twin eight cents on 130 pounds. His big tingers tumbled witl

tried to nurse. She'd calculator. He did the multiplication twice: $36.40
['d tried to get “Can you make it forty:

“n 1 111 I 7]
1, but one had NO, that would be thirty-one cents a pound, he shot
1 1 éi 1 1
er had -,5_1'tl;l;;14\-;1 back. “I might lose monev at that
. 1l : % g Thear A
[ had i;iL’.L'H EHrTr He pulied out two twenties ither Of us had L|:|‘11|:_f'~.'

nursing. With furi “Because vou re so cute and and vivacious, heres
ner iix:h] ‘J-.'iih one 'Il‘lﬂfa'. !‘.'lii | -L!NI].‘- do !]'!,i.[ |H the time FH get 1t oul of vou

th the other hand. next time.
 ba ]"-::‘;qu.c. ['d also [ took the extra $3.60 one or my }”'Hmhl moments
y TN ' its ;'EHHIE]L‘T' Into | drwm_- away, lstening 1o 118 '-]::‘~:'|’1'1|'-.L' 'n.].s.'i P ;-vi.u'.l‘: ring
called “grafting,” ing out from
veet bottle lamb. He
iped in the air when didn’t breed mv ewes the next season. But mv business
was sure to go. with Jackson was unfinished

a tew vears back had

ip a tew signs, but no \ scene in the movie Roge)
She infuriated me— stuck with me. The filmmaker returned to his hometown ol

d me. | knew that any Flint, ,\Udli;:.il'!_ and documented what had }'.l!_[*-:lu'n;_ﬂ. SINCE
| had teased, “A new the General Motors plant shut down there. One woman
raised rabbits for a little income. As she answered ques

tions, she cuddled a white bunnyv. Then she oftered to show

how she kills her rabbits, broke its neck. and proceeded to

lience groaned

1 1 1 i l
and laughed at her. Their squeamishness disgusted me. |

skin it. The Cambridge, Massachusetts, auc

hated it in mvsel

3 l { i . - 1 1 1

l"ri.'il 1 S€18 Of My grandparcnts slaugnicred stecrs, NOgs,
and chickens on their tarms. My parents grew up not just

1
knowing. but seeing, that hamburger came from cows

S B G ,
and bone, live bacon from hogs, drumsticks from chickens. If they had telt

DI00U and brain, ANy hquu;m1i.-~h]|gu it was squelched early on, But not tor
en’t ghosts who trekked me. The disembodied act of buving meat in a supermarket
L ntes thi lee e . ’ 1 il T &a | g - !

| huts into the desert. telt completely ordinary—until 1 started trying to make the

_ 1 . S |
sl L pieces of my homestead fit together. Something didn’t feel
[Cal dlld T'Cdl

. . .
Blood right about dropping oft my animal, then picking him up in

ICWM

E 1 1 L 1 -
3% el | little packages. It was as though I had made a long journey
rposts proclaimed
' / ' . | 1 " =y e r o il "
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tatl and run.

1 1 | ] ¥
| wanted to know |?u'~.'-. my animals were turned into

h 1 |

1 1 [
meat. _LH.'L'.M"'I‘; agreed 1o et me watch dim wWork | arrived

on a Thursdav afternoon

Jackson killed two animals betore I could hgure out how
1|f did it. He herded another one trom the maze ol

outside into a red steel chute. He wrapped a chain around

its right rear leg, then lifted the front wall of the chute
enough to shove it into the room. He pushed a switch that
DR, hung from the ceiling. A hydraulic lift hoisted the animal

f : [ts free rear leg thrashed. He lowered it, slowly, headfirst,

W




TIKKUN OLAM

Bringing out Radiance
in the Faces of our Elders

ne of my bumper stickers reads: Be kind t
vour children—they

: 1 | 1
home. Reactions: (a) a chuckle. (b) an uncom

tortable chuckle. (¢) a moment'’s flash of ter

) i ] 1 | |
Here are tive programs for anvone who believes that tl

are some nursing homes that could be (a) slightly, (b) mod

L'iuIIL'l}'. (c) ‘\';l:\li‘j-' improved.

1. SEcoND WIND DREAMS goes into nursing homes and

asks the residents. what is vour dream? then makes th

‘ " " "
LlT‘L'LH'ﬂ come (ruc. :\-U‘-.‘IL' In more tnan two h-'.|rn_:;'u! nursingy

homes in North America. Second Wind Dreams has done

everything from buying a dress for a woman who hadn’t
gone to worship services in vears because she didn’t ha

anything nice enough to wear, to flving an eighty-seven-vean
old man from South Carolina to see his eighty-three-year-old

buying a radio with a tape deck and tapes for another elder

When she had her wish fulfilled, she put a tape in the tape

deck and got up to dance. And more than half of the d

cost $25 or less. This is Big Time, Awesome, Simple. F

details. contact: Second Wind Dreams. 4031 Willows Wav,

Martetta, GA 30062. attn: PK.. Beville. 770-977-3528. email

gatric@aol.com, website: www.secondwind.org
2. ARE ANY NURSING HOMES DOING IT JUST RIGHT? Yes

Trust me. Make one phone call. Contact Neila Hought

l-}.'l:u;_‘u'ﬂ. the tormer activities director at Harborside

A 1 N
11

!IL'L]hhk'-'.“'L‘{ ['C T‘[“-."-."-“-"'a.ln —].'I:.I{- “'-"“"i""-. \“". = \"- .;I'-'!-I.kl. ‘\-1 i 03055
6H03-645-6500 '\'-\L'_ _1[1:1[]5 Martha's ads nture vd tl

ViED CH dlidd 11
astonishing activities of the other residents: snowmobiling
l'lt.ll'."ik'l’}ilL_'L 1'1.l.1i"!_.‘_",_ ElL'!!in_l‘I"'lx'] 1u s, motorcvcle ":Ll'la 5
dancing lessons, fancy dinners at fancy restaurants. I’
been there (having read about it in Good Hou
couple of years ago). What vou hear will blow yvous
;l” hL'L';lltHL' '[h-.‘ program h:i.i':'l_',_li‘.l_ .‘\IH | 1I'-L.'5'_.1HHEI il}.l!-_'_~ -l
said, “Of course. Why not?” instead of, “You're too fi

[t's against the rules.”

3. IMAGINE PURE (RIOTOUS) FUN parties

|
nursing home residents and members of the local Harley
Davidson chevra. I have the 8 x 10 glossy
jr}“-'lif'.lf‘i I\_‘-'i I.:‘l I"I‘ I-'1I _"n'll',: I\_lul'l._.'lnl..-'.-.l iy r.';'. K ".n
i l'-';'rifll'i tron I’J.l'l.n: R T7 A .r’l'f-'.'n'.-' il -'"..r:“" DECHME L) drie .'lli

1-"?."11'; -Il."” \I'-. H | ..'*-1.1“'"-.'.[11. III..'_'f. :;.'a"'..'-' Yi#]
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".'i":” ChOOs€e your nursing

HCrc

spoken to the people who did it, and, most of all, seen the
videos. Here’s the key: get the video, turn oft the picture,
and just listen to what is going on. Laughter. Wonderful,
heartwarming, laughter-from-the-kishkas. To make vour
own biker party for elders contact Beth Huber or Robin
Moose, Stanly Manor, Inc., 625 Bethany Rd., Albemarle, N
28001, 704-982-0770, email: Imoose@ctc.net

4. WANT TO REVAMP YOUR NURSING HOME? Dr. William
Thomas’ program, The Eden Alternative, is a wonder to
behold. Eden homes are based not on a medical model, but
rather on a human (read: menschlich) model. Let’s begin
with some statistics: in the first full vear, he reduced the cost
of medications from $220,006 to $135,901, a savings of
$84,105, more than 38 percent! By the end of two and a
half years, the cost had been reduced by 50 percent from
pre-Eden days. The kicker: there were 50 percent fewer
infections than at a similar home nearby.

4

[n Eden homes you'll find a great abundance of anima

(the first Eden home I visited had approximately eighty res
idents, eight cats, four dogs, and one hundred birds), plants
(by the hundreds, the air was so fresh), and on-site child day
care facilities (for constant interaction between the elders
and little children). They also wiselv reconhgure the power
structure, allowing tront-line people like attendants, nurse’s
aides, and the folks who change soiled diapers to make more
of the important decisions. They are the ones who know
residents best of all. Three states—Missouri, Texas, anc
North Carolina—are already instituting the program in thei:
state-owned homes. Private nursing homes throughout
North America are seeing the light. You can learn about the
program by reading Dr. Thomas' books. Start with: L/
Worth f.,’f'f'!fl:_;.' How Someone You Love Can Still Enjoy Lif
in @ Nursing Home. Read it, and pass it on to someone in a
position to change things in a home in your community. You
can round out your reading with his second book, too: Opern
Hearts, Open Minds. Contact: The Eden Alternative, ¢/o Dr
William Thomas, 742 Turnpike Rd., Sherburne, NY 13460,
607-674-5232, fax: 607-674-6723, email: eden@norwich.net,
website: www.edenalt.com.

5. IF YOU HAVE LOCAL INDEPENDENT HOUSING for vour
1._‘1|Lil._'1'.\. '.llul ii' h:dur;il H!T‘ldi!l;-_[ wWas iT'l".'H]k'::LI In [}H:' [H'Uiu'L
then the residents are entitled to have pets. I suspect many

(continued un page
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INTERVIEW

AN INTERVIEW WITH
Senator

Charles Schumer

¥

" 3 f o
'..u'r: ke 15. ::."{ A

T
e [hree-

I your prime,

things vou want to

issues vou want to tackle? And in
{o vou want people to sa\ about ‘}'HL!:‘

SCHUMER: The thine I'd want peo

ple to sav about me 1s
sOImne

e Senate and the

aCcK to what 1t used to be, the

i
TG

neople’s branch of
wjﬂhjyﬂakin1qudr3
['m still basically
an 1dealist, 'JJ:”HHEHJUHV[U
make peoples live
NEWFIELD: What are
SCHUMER: The hig
NEWFIELD: How
_ L%

xcnange petween weal

rity vou can have is education.
fect that mvstical

 classroom thou

sands of miles

1S L1

SCHUMER: When arted to get involved in the crime
| - ' said, “No, there are

help.” And the best

and did in the Crime

ll':l]]: IS 1 ]'\ ATrOound ||'.L '-_HHT'IIE'}.' JF‘IL{

3 Celdl

NEWFIELD: Replicate success

» . i 1 1 1 1
SCHUMER: Replicate success using tederal dollars as an

incentive, a partial incentive. In education, I'm going to trv to

ind what works. One thing [ want to do is improve the qual-
1

[ L] !
ItV Ol '.-L.'L!'._'I”:'.':"- | here are a lot of people who want 1o go Iinto

. . e .
teaching; it’s fundamentally a very tulhlling protession. But

1 1 ] 1 1 LT . a
rwmphuhwlzha'ﬂnw!;u:1nuhyu.wuﬂuﬂﬁ We pay starting

]

cacners 1n particuiat too little to attract the undhtr[quﬂy
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Rennedy arred on t
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1
that we need. | want to make it easier for good people who

1
want to go into teaching to do that

NEWFIELD: How do vou do that trom the three commit

tees, Banking, Judiciarv, and Rules. that vou have been
.l%\ib_',!li.'x[ O

SCHUMER: You don't

NEWFIELD: You don’t need on a relevant commit
tee to retorm education:

SCHUMER: Correct. A good idea wins in the Senate. Fou
example, I'm going to put making all tuition deductible on
the floor; it's something I campaigned for. I won’t put it on

. | § = 8 1 1
Thyr]wnrJJtnbui 15th. I'm going to have to talk to every

. : W
senator, I'm going to try to line up a Republican co-sponsor

and build a coalition—but | don’t have to be on a commit-
tee to do it
ﬁfhdll want h1xL‘1HﬁEH\W?:kJHLJ[Hﬂ1I\!H\ %ihhTH

loan idea. Basically. if vou go into teaching and teach tor hve

: . , :
vears, vour student loans should be forgiven. It doesn't cost
that much.
- - 1
NEWFIELD: You got over 70 percent of the Jewish vote

# L L] ] il i L
against Senator D' Amato. Bob Abrams got only about 59
[ i 1 1 Tl 1 "
percent in 1992. How did vou do that? What does it say
L”HW”IhC:V“iJEtHHHHHH”\’

SCHUMER: It savs a number of thinegs. First. it savs that

Jewish voters care. They want someone who's good on

. . ; ,
Israel and who's good on Jewish issues. But they also want
somebody who's going to be pro-choice and pro-gun con-

trol and pro-gay rights. To the vast majority of the Jewish
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" . ¥ 1 ¥ 1
community, just being good on Israel or on Jewish issues is
not enough.

[ think the second thing it says is that the negative appea

that some people made in this elec
NEWFIELD: Name them.
SCHUMER: Well, Finklestein and others
NEWFIELD: You mean Arthur Fink
man Dov Hikind?
SCHUMER: Right. It utterly amazes me how little Al

D’Amato understood the Jewish «

] 1
estein and Assemb

ommunity, He knows
he's going down with the Jewish community in the polls
and he brings out Dov Hikind, who is just nasty and oft the
wall. Hikind said because I voted against the Gulf War, I'm
for Saddam Hussein. It is my profound belief that ever
time he put Dov Hikind on, I gained with the Jewish
For every one vote I lost in Boro Park, I picked up threc
in Westchester..

NEWFIELD: Do you think D’Amato and company didn’t
grasp the L]ix'r!'hi[_\ ol [|H_'_.I{'U.'I?~].1 communityr

SCHUMER: Correct. You see, they won in 1992 by nega
tive campaigning. But they won because they
Heights, which had riots in 1991. And in Crown Heigl
D’Amato is strong.

Tht'f-.' MliLi '[1‘!41 | 1-.“11.”.1 care .'I!‘--'"!!: the Hi =il‘x_l'.!_lhl -E‘k'n..|=!-='
[ missed a vote that was purely procedural—how could they
say that? That tactic would have won over Schumer hates
who weren’t voting for me alreadv. But it wouldn’t hav
won over voters in the middle. I think it alienated Christian
voters. So, I think their Jewish-vote strategy of being nasty,
negative, and divisive hurt D’ Amato.

NEWFIELD: How did you teel personally, as a pat

sensitive Jew, when people would try to imply vou were sym

pathetic to Irag? As a human being, what did it feel like
SCHUMER: | felt it was outragcous and | Il".x'ﬂi_';'.i‘.: It Was 2

cheap shot. Voters aren’t that stupid, they’
TR L PR T S T AN . T

gullible. And I regarded it more as a reflection on D Amato's

I'C NOT !.|:

campaign than as a retlection either on the truth or on me

NEWFIELD: Do vou think the Jewish vote in general,
given your success and Barbara Boxer's success nationally, 1s
becoming more liberal again atter a period when Jews wer
voting for Nixon and Reagan:

SCHUMER: | don’t know if thev're becoming “more lib
eral” again. After all, on social issues I think Jews are libes
But on crime and on economic issues, they're not as liber

as lh::jn.' used to be. for obvious reasons. | think. though. that

Jews are atraid of the Christian Right. More than fea

because Jews are pretty secure in America these days and

thank God ftor that—Jewish people are to

erant people and
they don’t like it when theyv see all these negative attacks. It
turns their stomachs. One vear on immigrants, the next vea
on gays, the next vear on blacks. They say to themselves
this is not the place for me.

I've met lots of Jewish business people who are Repub

. . \ ' a
licans, who are not liberal by anv stretch of the imagination.
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but who are highly uncomfortable with the Republican way
of winning votes. I think that discomfort is going to con-
tinue until the Republican party becomes a party which
bases its appeal more on unity and on positive issues, even
issues | disagree with, than on saving “I don’t like that
group, so everyone vote for me.’

NEWFIELD: So vou see tolerance versus intolerance as a
fault line in American politics?

SCHUMER: Correct, | do. America is a remarkably tolerant
place. De Tocqueville said the great driving force in America
was toward equality. I think that’s still true in a lot of ways.

NEWFIELD: On that point, I know that you've said that,
other things being equal, vou would like to see a black or
Latino person, unnamed, be the mayor of New York City
after Giuliani. What is the principle behind that impulse?

SCHUMER: I didn’t say this when vou asked me the ini-
tial question about my legacy, but, if I could be somebody
who could heal the racial divide in America, then, atter
twenty-five vears, I'd go to my grave a very happy and satis
fied man. To go back to de Tocqueville, in the 1830s when
we were a nation of farmers, he said that America would
become the greatest country in the world, but the one poi-
son that could do us in was racism. Let me give you a sepa
rate example. | walked into the Senate chamber vesterday
tor the first time, and I saw all the senators: No blacks! No
Hispanics! America would be a better place, we would all
live together better, if minorities had more representation.

That doesn’t mean I'll always side with a minority over a
white. I try to judge the best candidate. But overall I think
that is a goal that we all should be working for.

NEWFIELD: How would you apply that goal to the next
election in New York City, in general principles?

SCHUMER: Well, in general principles, treat each person
on his or her own. That is an American ideal. I got where |
did not because of my last name, not because of good looks,
but because I worked hard and I struggled and I had good
ideas. So I'd want to apply those principles to the mavor’s
race. But there have to be more ways to encourage black
and Latino participation in elections, not even specifically
the mayoral race. I think it’s better for America, better for
New York—better for evervone—if minority communities
teel entranchised, teel empowered, participate fully. That’s
the way to bring us to true equality. Whatever I can do to
help that happen, I will.

NEWFIELD: I've heard you talk a lot about how vour
experiences at Harvard with radical violence-oriented stu
dents aftected vou politically and intellectually in terms of
opposing both extremes of the political spectrum. Given the
assassination of abortion doctors and the hate-crime murder
of Matthew Shepherd, is the threat of violence or the linkage
of terrorism to extreme politics now associated with the
Right the way it was with the Left in the late Sixties?

SCHUMER: This is how I got involved in politics: I was cut
trom the basketball team. A guy knocks on my door, says
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Demons, Dreamers, and Madmen
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here was a flasher loose in the stacks of Columbia
University's Butler Library, mv senior vear at
H;H'ILIEJ. } IL' ‘-i'{l'l'u'.ﬁ on at ]L'.!“-[ nine l.l”h'ftl'!l OCCd
sions, three of them within the last two weeks of
the end of classes. Entrance to the stacks requires a
Columbia ID, which meant that the pervert had credentials,
but that was hardly a consequence to strain the credulity of
a Barnard senior
There are twelve levels of stacks in Butler Library, and
they are murkily lit and largely desolate. Suspended bulbs
create puddles ol dimness just suthcient for making out the
call numbers posted on the ends of the bookshelves, The
objects of one’s search, the books, can be seen only once
one turns the dial of the timed light fixtures that are also
.H!;ll.’hL’R! [0 Ihr; L‘1H1r~ ol l.lu- bookshelves.
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The span allotted for illumination is not much. A maxi
mum of ten minutes, and the sizzle of the phosphorescence
gives out, the aisle once again plunged into thick gloom.

The possibilities for deviancy that lurk in the twilit
obscurity of the stacks had been recognized long before the
Butler flasher made his nine (at the least) appearances that
spring of my senior year. Several people I knew back then
claimed to have had sex in the stacks. This was, in fact,
rather a popular thing to claim—perhaps even, for all 1
know, to do. The secret life that went on in the more God-
torsaken areas of that very same building that has engraved
on its facade the iconographic names ot Western civiliza
tion—Homer, Virgil, Aristotle, etc.—was a source of fond
amusement and perverse pride, reaching out to embrace
even our man in the dirty raincoat.

How quintessentially Columbia, we seniors sentimen-
tally mused. In how manv institutions of higher learning
could a graduate student reaching for a copy of the Critigue
of Pure Reason—tor so it had reportedly happened on one
of the nine occasions—turn at the noise of a strangled apol-

ogy, to confront the Ding-an-sich? I would soon be moving
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noving Descartes’ Meditations along, the inge
nious strateev that underlies the intricate structure of his
attempt to validate reason, had given back to contemporary
philosophy’s favorite whipping boy at least some of his due.

\nd so it was that about a week betore classes were to
wer to Barnard’s Wollman Library—

far airier structure than Butler, though of course lacking

the latter’s vast holdings—in order to put Frankfurt’s book.
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had wandered into freshly laid pavement and totaled a new
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pair of Italian high heels I had extravagantly purchased in
anticipation of the entrance into adulthood that lecturing
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betore a class would entail

But then, even as we stood there, the peeving librarian
and the peeved-upon I, a political scientist I remembered

1 1
trom undergraduate days made his way, unimpeded, past

the barricade. heading straight for the reserve desk. Con
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fused, I tried to explain myself to Wollman's gatekeepet
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My Classes. "J...l*]’.“'-.'-. meant to nnisn. but she cut me oOIr.

“Read the sign.” Her voice was alarmingly measured, and
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her expression grim enough to shove me down off my tot

tering pose of maturity. I am rendered helpless betore ce

tain torms of anget k‘w]'ll.'t_'.dii'-. when they emanate trom an
authority hgure. To speak precisely, the irate librarian really
was not, in any shape or form, my authority, but neither she
nor I had anv realization of that fact at the moment

In many ways, | am a craven creature. I might have beei

at the age of twenty-six, quite ready to take on the powertul
Wittgensteinian cartel in contemporary philosophy. Still
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heeled sandals I had just bought to replace the cemented

pair, the attempt at sartorial sophistication had not inter

tered with the automatic response of the librarian
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was in danger ol being splattered
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truth that measured itself out in small signs and innuen not see his eyebrows beneath the oversized varmulke
does. Against this voice, | had mounted my own detense o drew them in as raised.

reason, which had been strong enough to carrv me this fai Was his judgment of me prompted by my having
| depended upon it. So instead of succumbing to the sense screamed? Who wouldn’t have screamed under the circum
of profound trespass that the librarian’s rebuke had stances?

brought down on me, I gulped my tea, although my hand His gaze was too direct, too interested, given the size ol
still trembled, crossed Broadway, and made my way over to the varmulke. Quite frankly, it would have been too inter
Butler Librarv. ested even with no varmulke at all.

| entered the stacks, and a vague uneasiness settled over “Are you HL’.;I}'}‘“ he r't“l‘w';‘:[t'nL as | stood there 5.1;‘-&5'5_'-.
me, thick with associations that constituted a sense of r analyzing.
located 1.Hﬂi]1l1|'ﬂj-. more comforting to me, at that moment “Yes, I'm UI\'.-.I‘_'.'. Of course I'm okay. I was just startled.’
than even the cup of MacIntosh tea had been. “Who wouldn’t be? I almost screamed myselt.”

The good old stack-haunting sicko, the phantom flashe But vou didn’t, I thought. I was almost positive, in fact,
| thought fondly, getting off the rickety elevator on the sixth that he had been smiling at the moment of illumination.
floor, where most of the philosophy books are shelved. My “I ought to introduce myselt,” he said—perhaps to fur
rate of success at Butler had never been very high. in con ther reassure me? “I'm Zachary Syke.”
trast to Firestone, where | always found my book [ had little choice but to tell him my name, which, given

The call number of Dewons, Dreamen the nature of that name, yielded him infor
and Madmen is B1854.F7, shelved in one mation that could hardly have been neu

T/
- ¥ ' ’ 2192 T I - . '
of the more desolately isolated areas of ] pere Wwds d miadn tral to him, again ;Luigll1:_.; bv t

y the size of his

Butler. I made mv wav through the torlorn varmulke.

F -
- T standing f{f? o )[ ng ' ' ' '
shadows, trving to muttle the silly clartes tanding €re, jacing His ambiguous smile returned, its sar

I o i es or [ .\1 I [I1roneet
wme. 1o more f/:’(”’? donic undertones grown slightly stronge

of my high heels. Locating the shelt, |

turned the dial for my illumination - with the increase in his knowledge. |

There was a man standing there, tacing tLwo teet awway. thought I detected the presence of vet
me, no more than two feet awa - ' more judgment: perhaps on my dress,

| screamed—I believe rather lustily which was, in addition to being immod
This being Butler, nobody came running, which in this case estly sleeveless, cut well-above my knees? A yvarmulke of
was just as well, for there was nothing observably wrong those dimensions brought out certain well-defined areas ol
with the man. I determined this reassuring fact even as my paranoia. It signaled a world I had rejected, a world |
screamed. His fly, in particular, was properly zipped. Ther had come to regard just as harshly as it regarded me.
was not a single noticeable sign of sexual deviancy The books on either side of us were philosophical, and

In tact, he was an Orthodox Jew. His was wearing the d this fact, too, confuted my pre-conceptions. The size of
riguenr dark trousers and white shirt, and his black silk Svke’s varmulke ought to have kept him away from the
yarmulke was singularly huge, encasing the upper dome of stacks of this section. My own family, to cite a non-random
his head and reaching down to cover his forehead example, had vigorously balked when I had first announced

[t was the sort of varmulke mv own father and brother my intention of studying philosophy—as well they should
wore, though in far smaller and more moditied versios have, for I had gone on to realize a great number of their
This was one of the most serious varmulkes 1'd ever seen worst fears. (They were still awaiting the announcement of

“I'm sorry,” he said. “I didn’t mean to startle yvou. The an intermarriage, the grandchildren who wouldn’t know
light had just gone out. Are you okav?” that they were Jewish.)

Both his voice and his manner presented a ereat deal of What, I wondered, would my family have made of
material for analysis, confounding me with contradictions Zachary Syke, standing there in the stacks of Butler Library,
both internal and in relation to pre-formed views. It was with a philosophy book in his hand?
apparent, for example, that he did not come trom the areas “What's the book?” | asked him out of curiosity.
of Brooklvn that the size of his varmulke suggested. His He held up Demons, Dreamers, and Madmen: Th
enunciation was impeccable, as pure as almost any I had Defence of Reason in Descartes’ Meditations.
ever heard at, sav, Princeton “Amazing,” I said.

The size of his yarmulke ought to have precluded, as “An amazing book?” He looked down at it. “I haven'
well, the nature of the ambiguous smile he was bestowing read it.”
on me, a young woman in a sleeveless dress. He looked to “Well, it'’s extremely good. But what I had meant by
be about the age that I would have looked had 1 looked my ‘amazing’ is that, believe it or not, that’s the very book |
d8C. There was the \!I.::}‘:h st sardonic edge to his smile; it came here to ;:UI."
contained a judgment of me, or so I judged. Though I could “Not so amazing,” he said.
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Viany times. over the course of that hrst semester. | had
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felt desperately madequate in dealing with the |

. . : ,

cal needs of my undergraduates iten found mysell wish
. : ,

ing I had picked up ver one more graduate degree—i
e . , . .

clinical psvchologv—betore hazarding pedagogy. The pow

. . Lina ] L o+l ' e : .
ers of wisdom. with -.'-.]!Iu" Lhig *i=u!='i'~ Nno :'li‘all VOUNECT
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their radical non-existence
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Svke and Dolores were sitting side by side on
Oranee couches 1 tne anteroom. facine one another i whalt

11

looked like well-established intimacv. D

middle of saving something when I emerged.

|
at ol el = ,I. | | Qi s ] Al
mid-sentence., and bpo sSNeE and VKT gapcd II]‘ il 1M
I}I.'IEI."]L"- '-\[5|| seemed to me to have the .’I':li.'lin.".l-"-li Of Pl
I' 1 I 1 1
I]Ll|."‘.“- eVEnN ;frlﬂ_jf ST ll',.'fl. L‘-.i"l'-_'kw!i”- With which she ha
1 i ] 1 ¥ 1 i
k'a&']*.i?h'l.& my olfice the week belore. dvke, on the othe
1 11 i
hand. was smiling. broadlv and benehicentls
[0 sav that | was shocked to see him sitling there in the
sanctity of the philosophy department anteroom hard

ili“t'.‘w justice o my statc

SVK¢ .i'.ii.--"i]!!x'xx!. rather unneces
| [; : e | = i = b haa 4 - I| arEr e

SArily. 1€ students crowding the room all seemed o Do

e 1
'-.".'.-'|i strangeiy \j:;_‘-l'ii'll‘.t__ CXDTIreEess1ons

“You remember me.,

staring up at me
What wouldn’t I have done to provoke such universal avid
ity during one of my lectures? I could barely even begin to
imagine what thev might be thinking about me and the mas

with the huge shiny varmulke bisecting his forehead
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have looked had anv been inclined to dote

the hell was he saving and why th '
me, here, within the sanctitv of the philosophv dej
anterooms

“It’s not possible,” 1 said

There were various wavs to inte
| meant them all

“I'll wait in one of the
moment to spare. Now go teach your
gave me the full batfling beatitude

| found him in room 328, where,
had delivered my final lecture in Introduction to
which had been on Hume'’s

skepticism as impossible to maintain as it is to unde

1
He was sitting in the center seat in the very first

Dolores’ 11':;1@; [ still hadn't »':--:-La n to her. She

before I'd gotten to see her this afternoon

“Look,” he said, pointing a inger at the board
a message tor you.”

[t was the phrase “necessary
discussing with my class Hume's argument that
perceive any necessarv connections in nature, the
that forms part ot his skeptical conclusions regai

justifiability of causal reasoning

However. 1 had not come to room

search after truth with the madman from the stacks

there for one reason only. I sat down on the desk and st

o
10 2O

him down, as severely as mv face wou
“How did vou find me?”

He laughed softly

*I could tell vou that I have powers. | could tell vo

[, like VOu- " he gestured toward the blackboard

MESSAgCs, 1 l._'UUILIf E&]Ii VO ‘ili [.i]tl.’ _1E.|..‘. LA MoOre _]I.Ixi l

all be true. But it's also true that 1 was able to

who had checked out Dewions, Drearmers, and Mad)

an officer’s card that allowed her to keep it out for

semester.

“I didn’t keep it. I put it on reserve
absurdly defensive.

“1 know that,” he said softly

[ stared at him, pondering.

“1 don't understand.” | finally said

“You will. You were made for understanding. It’s 1
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tant that | speak to you. Today. | must speak to you tod
Despite the mad insistence of his words, his tone wa

atively easy-going, his expression relatively sane. Bu

hell was he savi
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“1 see that vou're verv busv. You're a popular professor.”
. _ | |

‘But it's impor

5
OLlacl
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deepest attribute. Truth is vour calling. You were born with
a big soul. You were born with a great knowledge of truth
and beauty and goodness. No, wait a moment.” He closed
his eves. his expression one of concentrated attendance. “At
least a great knowledge of truth and beauty,” he amended.

[t was that elision that made me crack up at last, and |
laughed a good bit of a while, covering my face with my
hands.

When I looked again, there was Svke staring up at me
with his large and liquid eves, the look on his face one
which I can only describe as luminously tender. Really, I had

never seen anything quite like that expression betore. Men

had stared up—or, more commonly, down—at me with faces
sufficiently involved, even moved. But it may verv well
require the element of pure lunacy to produce a gaze quite
like that one.

The absolute vulnerability of the madman who would
offer me its sight astounded. I began to feel vaguelv fright
ened—not of, but rather for, Zachary Svyke.

“Why is that a message for me?” | asked, in the momen
tary confusion of my softening mood, pointing to my own
chalk marks.

“We'll get to that in a moment. There’s something | have
to discuss with vou first. It's Dolores. I'm very concerned
about her. I'm sure vou are, too, of course. What are vou
going to do about her? What are vou going to do to help
Dolores?”

“Well, I already told her, in the strongest possible terms,
what a mistake it would be for her to major in philosophy.’

Now it was his turn to stare at me as if barely able to take

in the senselessness of mv words

“Not to major in philosophy? What are vou rtalking
about?” He shook his head in disbeliet. “Dolores Delillo is
in love with vou. She’s infatuated with you. She’s not a very
strong person and I don’t think that her obsession is good
for either ol ‘_\'E‘ll}."

“Do you know Dolores? I mean did you ever meet he
before todav?” I didn’t ask him how he even had the con
cept of women loving women. Such an idea would never
have occurred to anyone in my tamily. Come to think of it.
it had been rather slow in occurring to me. The man was
one confoundment of pre-conceptions after another, and 1
felt correspondingly impressed.

He shrugged in a way that indicated that the answer to
my voiced questions were both no and irrelevant.

“But you know she’s not a very strong person. You know
she’s infatuated with me.”

“I could tell you that I have powers. I could tell vou that
| get messages...”

“And it would all be true...”

“And it would all be true. But I could also tell vou that |
spent a good hour speaking to her outside vour office today
and supernatural powers were redundant. Anyone with half

a brain could see the girl is in trouble. I'm concerned about

IATION BY OENO!




yut vou. Think truth-lover. You've been jilted b
vith her. This is a the wrong truth for vou
an't allow het His metaphor ma
to nip hei words glanced a raw nervi
pain that followed. It was Tavlo
ealized that
and I meekly
nissing brain-halt heartache.

itelv right. drama

“You've been jilted
by the truth because

it was the wrong

truth for you.”
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vays Plan B.” the blackboard, closely covered with my analysis of Hume's
skeptical conclusions. He laughed one more time, hi:
metaphysical folds. doing that thing again, then disappear
because we always [t was true enough, though, that I had been given a few

1
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ibout that. Free will new things to think about. That night | didn't devote the last
- Y :
moments of waketulness to the details of my Tavlored contu
sion, but instead considered issues of Syke. There were unan
1 1 1 1i
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been so insistent on speaking to

on precisely that dav? Was it son

sort of Kabbalistic thing? 1 was
student of Jewish mysticism and v
n't certain to what extent astrolo
signs are woven into the
madness. Had Svke been awain

& }‘k.‘ji‘rla_‘ coming to annov th al
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out some books bv Gershom Sholem

ous. How absurd that 1. without

continued to avoid the Kabbalal

hearing the echoes of my father and
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knowledge is so great that it ¢
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place all thoughts of Kabbalah-ma

ing in Butler’s stacks
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[avlior called me from Londo

come and be with me in New Y.
Taylor and I had been togetl
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my vear, so brilliant he'd n
weep with collective pride
human intelligence. He did ous
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accent, k'l‘ll!il.!. i.?h' sentences la
tences. Worlds rose up to glistes
superior to mere reality within
breath-defving sentences
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And though Tavlor spoke a
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a gitted listener as we ll. especiallv to m

a ECNCrosity of atrention that had n

Oon L';Il'i]!l 1]Ji! evel ‘u‘.hh_!k IME
that rose and fell in Tavlor's

stirred up by Tavlor’s sentences

['he problem—or at least a small

emerged—was that the senten
torm, went all puffy and inel
down on paper. It was of the ess:

be tugacious and in flight. Pinned
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disparity, so apparent to oth

Tavlor heard and Tavlor read. So he
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binding us all, and found ingeniou
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pointment these would bring up
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fessors continued to beam. tar lone
. o

anticipated, for he would go to them t

to listen to Tavlor was to be swept uj
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a dissertation had to be produced,
and this Taylor could not manage.
—— ] .
’ Eventually, the beams went to dim
. and finally to black, and the gold
i :,,_1‘3;?‘ leached out of the golden bov
. - -1
g I'he last vear of graduate school
NN T our relationship also darkened, as an

agonized Taylor began to insinuate,
with ever more nastiness, that the very progress of my own
dissertation was a sign of the shallowness of my thought,
while 1, reading those puffy sentences that never seemed to
go anywhere, demanded if he had any idea at all what it was
to construct a bloody valid argument,

Things eventually turned ugly between us, too ugly for
me to dwell upon. We parted—tor the best, we both agreed,
though the pain was a long time dissipating. I still wasn’t
even halt way at the goal of caring nothing more for Tavlor,

And now here he was, Tavlor—his voice, in any case,
which was undeniably his very best body part, in my ear,
telling me precisely how it was that | was feeling, for he
always could wonderfully describe my inner states to me.
tar better than I could describe them to myself. This was a
teature of his eloquence 1 particularly adored.

What to do? I resisted the inflaming properties of his
long transatlantic sentences, telling him I needed time to
think, that it might be disaster for us to start it up all over
again; I'd made some significant progress in separating, and
surely he had as well,

“But why ought we to do all this work in separating from
one another, when the very intensity of the etfort is a mea
sure of our love?”

[t was one of the simplest utterances I'd ever heard him
torm. and, tor that very reason, piercing. And besides, it
very nearly amounted to a bloody valid argument

We spoke every day for the next two weeks and at the
end of that time, the day after I'd told him that no, I didn’t
want him to come to New York, Zachary Syke showed up at
myv otfice door.

“Not today, Zachary. I've just been through a rough
time.

“I know,” he said. “You've been through a great spiritual
cleansing. 1 couldn’t come to see you until it had been
resolved. It was very important that I not influence you at
all. T just want to tell vou that vou decided the right thing.”

“Go away, Svke. Just go away.”

I'd told Taylor, of course, all about my Kabbalistic suitor.
He was enormously intrigued, asking me, among other
things, whether I'd ever confirmed the spelling of the
extremely suggestive last name.

“Okay, I'll go away. But here’s my phone number. Call
me when vou want to. I won't answer unless I'm told to, but
you can always try calling me.”

“What exactly do you mean that you won’t answer
unless vou're told to? Whose telling vou what to do?”

ILLUSTRATION BY CYN MAURICH




carriagg

i
'::|'!'I.!it'

[ft ,'h'.r’a”f'c"/{"c(,, O7i€

final luminously

loopy smile, and
he was gone.

of 89th S
u|'r'.1| tment
ij'\._'i,: O &0 L

T Was gum-

|

STOvDO(]

i | 1 1 1 1 1 1
'.-.'-lit'l‘-*..'l'_-z.' [ne blg DIACK Vi 1 [ ANnaiy i!':nH“lL'LlIL'uE

LT \!z;] L.

[ look around tor Syke, now and then, unable to
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two quite tantastic d: ve brought into the world
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lisappear alto together. In those two girls, | see the immensities of Tavlor’s

promise undimmed. Zachary Svke, 1 can only hope,

¢ came to pay long now on his own Plan B
semester of that “There's alwavs a Plan B.” I hear that voice
quietly sayving. At the oddest junctures, it will speak to me
lways have
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we alwavs have free wi
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MONEY & MEANING

Issues oF THE “New RICH” (continucd from page 31
- ¥ | *
encourage communication, and foster the building of

and family unity. We help people to create a family e

passionate mnterests and compassionate so 1al conceri

In working with families struggling with inheritance and

moncy L“h[I'i[HI[!HI‘- ISSUES, WE CnNCourage ~!:. '.I!'.':i.l'. IMC !
to contribute to the development of an ongoing set of
ily values about money,” as well as a family “ethi
articulates the values that the family hopes to convey to com
ing generations. These tools, in part borrowed fro
lewish tradition, encourage ta

to come together and pro-a

monev—how theyv want these y

. il 1 e
l'-‘|""5.L ived (Ooaay. as well as taugi {
the next generation. Our approacl
encourages people 1o asse
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then re-balance their ume a
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Our aim is to help people und
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stand the barriers—psvcholog

and social—to making changes that would ultimately
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We encourage people to find passionat

'[['H'nll:b:h which to CXPress their altruism, and once thes
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interests are identihed, infuse an expectation ol

action and involvement. In so doing. we advocate hindin
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least one thing that people can do to make a ditterence in

each of the four domains each and every month of
lives. While acknowledging the usefulness of “checkboo

philanthropy” we believe that the experience of gi

be more meaningtul and satistving when pe
degree of personal involvement in a charitable proj

L

Regardless of the side of the “financial class divide™ 1
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we inhabit, all of us need to move from a philosophy of “u

and them” to the possibilities of shared

resources. If vou are among the “us™ who inhabit

limited view of people with wealth, I hope these ideas will

open your hearts and minds to considering v

the perceptual gap that separates “vou™ from “them.” |1

i L

you are a person who has recently inherited money, or if

see yourself as a new wealth individual, I hope th

L IS

will inspire vou to hnd avenues of meaning for vous
and to open up channels of communication with
11

friends. tamilv. and people ot al
_ peof
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each of us to take the risk of transcending our usual inhibi
tions to share ideas, learn from each other, and forge he

ing relationships.
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clariv thelr values and desires about

yavs of bridgimng

| believe we are at the threshold of an emerging social
movement comprised of these New Rich individuals and
families who have the financial power to make a real contri
bution. I foresee that in the next five vears, as the baby
boomers move toward retirement and increasingly take
control over their inheritances, there will be a broad-based
expansion of interest from the media, the hnance industry
the non-profit sector, and political groups all focusing on
the psvchosocial issues that atfect money and meaning

These newly wealthy people will be pulled in a multituds

of directions with anxiety/fear, oreed/narcissism, and altru
ism/philanthropy all competing for center stage. Yet with
clarity of values and goals, the incredible energy and finan
cial resources of these individuals and tamilies could join
the many dedicated people of their generation who do not
have the resources but share the vision, so that together

thev could plav a powerful role in healing and transtormin

our world. o

EASTER, PASSOVER AND ALL THAT (continued from pave 49
cosmic Christ title—"lord”™ means governor ol the universe
All beings get wounded in this universe and all beings res
urrect. This cosmic habit 1s being attirmed by today’s sci
ence wherein we are learning anew that even galaxies, stars
and supernovas live, die, and resurrect (that is, they spew
their elements into the universe and thereby seed other
beings). The mystery of lite, death, and resurrection is a cos
mic mystery, not merely a religious one.

Easter leaves unanswered the question: What form does
our resurrection take? It does not leave unanswered the
question: Need we ftear death? In fact, it opens the doos
(the tomb? the stone holding us in our tombs?) to living
more fullv. That is its power, its hope. That is why its obser
vance in the traditional Passover season is appropriate: The
beliet of Jesus being the last lamb slain in the age of the ram
does not usurp the memory of the Passover liberation
events but might even carry them forward. To be liberated
trom our fear of death is an exodus happening. To be frec
to create is an Exodus event. Indeed, our creativity may be
the only way out of the moral dilemmas into which we paint
ourselves as a species. Can anvthing but creativity reinvent
an economic svstem that makes the rich richer and the poor
poorer? Can anything but creativity find alternatives to the
prison-industrial complex that is warehousing so many of
our disenchanted voung citizens? Thomas Aquinas taught
that the “first resurrection” is the spiritual transformation
that occurs when we overcome our fear of death. If we
undergo this, we have no need to worry about a second res
urrection, 1.e. that which follows this life.

When so many powers of death and pseudo immortali-
ties offer themselves to us daily, when Thanatos manifests
itself everywhere in a culture, deadening our souls and bor
i1‘:;_‘ us all in the process, It 18 ;_‘Um_{ to believe and even better
to act out a hope that Eros wins. a




WHAT's LEFT oF THE PEACE PROCESS
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WAl -J

CALUSE O

NONVIOLENCE (conitinued from p

]

[ N 1 - v 1 ]
of pain and suftering. A spirituality of nonviolence pushes

1 1 1 |
us to speak the truth publicly in a spirit of love and com

. § 1 1:1 1

npassion. It recognizes that in a world like ours. silence is
*.
i

complicit with the crime of violence. We have to condemn

violence wherever we see it, to resist systemic injustice and

" ¥ r
Lo \l"x':i|~. Out ror péace

decond, a spirituality ol nonviolence cha !2‘1':;&‘- s 1O

1 ] 1 [ |
seek justice, to dismantle underlving economic and l‘“iﬂime]

systems that crush hundreds of millions into destitution

.I!1l! th'xl-’h | |'._H IMCans ‘.‘-.“'.L'.]H'-__ .II._"|'.:_1". to end _E]l.lr]gl.'{ and

1 | 1 1 1 1 1
poverty, mciuding the hunger and poverty caused by eco
NOoOMmMiIC sanctions on !!'.iL|

.]-"' | Biri |'1| ) YLy 8 I 1 |

| hird, a spirituality ol nonviolence calls us to pursuc
e ] ; . e | ] | { i ] .
nuciear disarmament and the abolition of war, to hasten

I i i ¥ t Y - 0 ¥ " i 1 L % \ i 19
[saiah’s vision of that dav when we shall “beat swords into
;*lnx'- shares and studv war no more

] I]:J”'-._ d *-'!'I'I"::lli.'i‘-. of nonviolence ntroduces us tot

1C

God of peace. “Great 1s peace,” the ancients wrote in the
1 e H | « God ; .
Classical Tapoinic !*L.Iw.i 10 rOl S NAaAme 1s ]n,.u1L AS Wi

% 1

i
begin to wors 1np the ( yod of nonviolence, our hearts are

g+ P ] 1 " |
disarmed and we become people ol

I 1Il1!ﬂ'!iflt'“ki-

vrrl ¥ %
Whyv practice nonviolence? Because when we bomb

people who bomb, we become bombers. When we kill peo

1 1 1 i |
ple who kill, we become killers. When we execute people

1 | & 5 - ] "
who shoot people. we become executioners and murderers.

When we incinerate people through our weapons of mass
destruction to show that they should not incinerate people,
1
Wi |‘H_'t-i's‘.1]i_‘ I].h; :'-IL'|[1|L-H1.
The spiritual wisdom of nonviolence teaches us we can
do better. When we practice nonviolence, we become the
i\ 1 = i
people our God created us to be. We live up to our tullest
spiritual potential when we enter into the vision of God'’s
- " | - g
peace and discover that peace is at the heart of God.
i . : 3
Faith in the God of peace demands that we embark on
1 l: ] | .
an entirelv new wayv ol I]lll,' [owards a new tﬂ”?ti Ol L'nl]]lJ]L'.
| Y
rooted in peace and justice tor all
] l . | - | " - 2= l |
N Oy EUIL'L]LL' les at the ]‘.L_"IH ol everyv religion, indeed ol

every person. We have been created to practice nonvio

L

lence. Though our culture socializes us to 'IL'.“]"'H'IE]LI violently
at every turn, it is never too late to learn the ancient wisdom
of nonviolence. Martin Luther King, Jr. summed up the sit
uation the night before he was killed: “The choice betore us

* 1
between violence or nonviolence. It’s either

1s no longer
nonviolence or nonexistence.”

LLast November. the United Nations declared the hirst

decade of the new millennium a “Decade for a Culture of

Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the World.” As
we stand at the door of a new millennium, the times push

us to educate ourselves in the wav of nonviolence, and to

1i.. ] P ; ‘
ace 1t at [}lq_' center of out ‘.,H!}'. LIV ES. _\.L"n.'! Wds l.h-.,!r

a better time to implement the spiritual wisdom of non

D
I

violence than right now. If we do. we will discover the rea

meaning of spirituality -
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

A SPIRITUALITY OF RESISTANCE

oI ied

1 | 1 |
through, the writer and the read

ers of this book will not be

]

p{;u ed. and ;\;up?; in India will

We are not all attected equall
by everything that takes place in
%]lr world. _\i.sl'iu: :.illi'lt' Ring s
claim that we are bound by
“inescapable network ol
tied in a single garment of destim

be read in the most general of wavs
else we will paper over the ditterences
between the drowned and the saved. Yet
it is also true, I believe, that similar forces '
are at work in crazv dam projects. unnes

Casdly L'i*l':tiu |‘|J||i{i|':_: anda

FHS T I oo into connection with

Moving beyond my

ego takes me not only

and children’s seesaws power its
water pumps. In the shelter of the
Caribbean pines planted as a
renewable crop, an ancient rain
torest 1s regenerating. We can
marvel at the growth of the
organic food industry, the resus
gent forests of the American north

cast, [ht' return ol 1]‘.:; wolves to

Yellowstone. We can marvel at the
growth, in about a decade. of an environ
mental justice movement that includes
groups from Texas to Massachusetts, from
California to Georgia. All these examples
of resistance can inspire our own. They
are precious opportunities to know, as
deeply as we know anything, that the envi

]'n!'m‘nﬂl.il k't"lw'iw 1S 4 fime of ereat couragc

inditterence, and shortsighted thought ”-’4_,(1 H-__;{;ff”/&;;«f;}r;g ()f;?(-’}"‘; as well as great loss.
lessness carry their weight evervwher ' : ;
’ ‘
For that reason. resistance to one Is resis PO Adre /F"Hf?ff”f, bf--ff
tance to all : J., IE spirituality means, among other
\t times acts of resistance will demas ff.'f//ﬁ rne .f’?f()f'(’*f/j{”?* things, moving beyond my isolated ego

evervthing we have. Chico Mendes was

murdered for detending the raintorest
¥ .

and the people who live there. Ken Saro

\.""'.'l"-."-..:l "'-"..l"»is'lllﬂi.'_'!”'. rii‘.' \'\I_'_':."l.l:. covernment or resistind

[OXI1C &'HLkl“ Ol HII! Cxiraciion u NITCTIa—1INese ANd countiess

1 1 1
unknown others have put their time, moneyv, energy, and
even their lives on the ling

! II.'I'\".'L"\ I, SOMe aclts of resistance

: . +1 . 1 11 |
a little more than we are doing alreadv. We can make o
. . 1 ] 11
¢éxira :Jihiln' ~'.|-|. LOSS d 1eW Mo CGOLAars towardas ng |
‘|;-' 1.'-I| I 1 li--.- :l. |.i |~ 111
Nnization that 1s domne o00d Work. not buav the chemica
| . |
food, take the trouble to ask the ottice manager to use th
organic bathroom cleanser. Returns on such actions won't
be as erand or dramatic as those times when we iniles
. ‘ , .
oreater devotion. Still, thev can be essential parts both ol
e .]l ] AT P O ntal movement and our own. most
WOoridwlidade environmental mowvie CTIL and our Oowl 135

t 3 1 i 1 Q9
personal, spiritual life. Like a short but hearttelt p1

i : : |
dailv ten minutes of meditation. a briel

Psalms, each act of resistance can be a small but
acknowledement of our vearning to join the best withis

to the l‘lf\l tor others

Finally, in resistance we can keep up our hope. Optimism
is not always easy to hold onto, especially as we
and more knowledgeable about what is reallv going on. B
our knowledge should include successes as well as failures

our moments ol grace as a species and culture as well as ou

moments of degradation, We can read of Gaviotas, a tin

Colombian village that re- claimed seeminely barren land

= . 11 1
with sustainable aericulture, democratic decision making.

. 11
and an inclusive economic structure. Its windmills convert

mild breezes into energy, its solar collectors work in the rain

[‘}8 FIKKUN Vi 14, N

human as well.

(and this is, indeed, the way it is fre

quently portrayed) then resistance is that
movement. For in acts of resistance 1 go
bevond my isolation, my selt-concern, my very sense of
myself as fully separate. And that sense of moving bevond
my ego takes me not only into connection with the suftering
Others who are human, but with the more-than-human as
well. I can walk over to Jamaica Pond, pat the trunk of a
sugar maple tree I pass along the way and say, only hall
believing I won't be understood: “You and me pal—we're in
this together. Best of luck to us both.” I can know that my
kinship with the beings of this earth is essential to who | am:
and that I will not let them be wantonly destroyed without
some dehance. Paradoxically, if | put some of my soul into
resistance, | will occasionally be able to put down my bui

den of selthood and responsibility, that searing sense that |
must make it all better. There will be moments when I real

ize that I am merely a brief tlower of mind and feeling in
this vast meadow of existence. At my best I will try to be a
true flower and not some plastic rose that doesn’t bloom
and will not wither for a hundred vears. I will have offered
myself to all the other flowers, to the life and health and
blossoming of the rest of this garden we call the earth,
Having done so 1 will then be able to teel the tull sweetness
of the springtime sun, the evening rain, and even the
approach of the chill winter morning of my own natural, fit-
ting and jovous death. W

Excerpted from A Spirituality of Resistance: Finding a Peace
tul Heart and Protecting the Earth (Crossroad Publishing

Co., 1999). Reprinted by permiission of the publisher
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RELIGION

HILLEL INCORPORATED (coniinucd from pap

service upon vour return.” Students would then bring thet
particular Jewish energies home to their respective commu
nities, and would serve as catalysts tor the kind of Jewish
renaissance that Hillel hopes to spark. This Israel-inspired
dedication to Judaism could conceivably revolutionize the
ways in which American and Jewish college students explore
how their cultural and religious identities shape their e
day experiences: e.g., “It being a Reform Jew in Israel means

that I identity with such and such political party, how does

part
my _!Hgluiihl]‘l retlect on myv American political

T affiliation?” Perhaps then we might witness
¥ large-scale movement of American Jewish
.-'u"--"l'.'r:'-:‘fl H111.|i.!-.'l'!‘.'-- Ll .E'I"i_" d ICIic '-.'-LL! |._ wish

kS

\ faith and evincing strong currents of Opti

\ about the tuture of American Jew I\

"f” But the most basic problem is this: 1

I||_h|.i'.-.|1'| 1|i.L11 we ollet ‘.| Icrl:'__'il Ji‘-!
provide a substantive :
rialism and selfishness of American society
merely another one of the many variants of
ottered in the consumer marketplace, it will have littl
appeal to those growing number of college students wl
feel the need for something deeper. Judaism needs to be

ili[L'i'H.”i"x e 1o 1}51_' mainstream culture

1
not a celebration ol

it with Hebrew letters and Jewish cultural symbols. It
should be no surprise to anvone that the corporate stvle of
|

: . . s
(1illel increasingly reflects a corporate substance, a Judaism

with its confrontative and revolutionanry aspects submerge

1]1}[.! 1[‘\ k'll[{lll'k‘ llll"l'll'I:. i]]:ﬁl ._!Hl.ii!'-i_'- one ol ||!L_ IMany I:.:x=l !

through which American values can be consumed
[t has not been my intention to use these pages

argument for the irrelevance ot Hillel in the arena ol

student life. Indeed., as both a eraduate of the 1CS(

gram and a current member of Hillel's Board of Directors, |

E“H!‘hil.h'f l'I]"n.'HIL'H ]IItL"-. 1O COount among m\ -w-'”l.,.r'_'l.'-.h s 111

viduals whose drive, desire, capability, and Jewish passion
are boundless. And in choosing as my focus the wavys
which I feel that Hillel undermines its own mission, |
essarily omitted the volumes of programs that do speak
genuine issues in modern Jewish lite. 1 also havi
touched in these pages on the decidedly under-examin
point that _IL“-.‘-. ish students themselves must assume res
sibility for Hillel programming. If the Hillel “franchising’
campaign has a positive side, it is that it offers a substant
budget for innovative, student-driven programming

Yet, as it 1s Ll!l'l't'r‘lr]h run, | ||!I;'L! -.!||','=':Iili"
Its hxh!m'h sS€C IS ‘~E1'n‘!1_5'_.’|1.- In beliey ing that 1
corporate language without assuming a corporate soul, Hillel
proves itselt short-sighted, and fails to recognize the gra

crisis of meaning that the emphasis of symbol over substanci

: - & =7 :
renders inevitable. Until we ch iNnge course, we torce oul

selves to cling to the hope that kosher Chinese food and mat

zoh balls will carrv us through to a Jewish future d
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HEALING (continued from page 40)

When in these tents, we are summoned outside our ordi
nary schedule to a place where the mundane halts and
where we dedicate ourselves to spiritual activities. Hirsch
notes that moadim “interrupt the ordinary activities of our
life and give our spirit the power and concentration for
the tuture by redefining those ideas on which the Jewish life
is based.” By eradicating “such evil consequences of past
activity as are deadly to body and spirit” the moadim “thus
restore us lost purity and the hope of blessing.”

As we travel with them, moadim efttect healing. By annual
invitation we enter the tent of Pesach, where we are invited
to examine the individual relevance and polarities of slavery
and freedom, oppression and redemption, maror (bitter
and baroset (sweet), bametz (leaven) and matzab (unleaven
In calendrical turn we enter the next tent, Shavuot, where
we are invited to examine Sinai and the revelation and 1o
participate in the wedding of God with God’s people (with
the Torah as ketubah). Sukkot is the tent that puts in evi
dence the fragility of our material possession. From
Chanukah to Purim, we are invited to relive and resolve anti
Semitism and victory, conquest and selt-parody, ashes and
light. From the seventeenth of Tammuz to the ninth ot A
we are invited into the tent to re-experience fasting and
remembrance, pain and reconstruction from destruction

The orbit of the moadim are cycles of healing, and the
tents are the entry posts for accessing the process of healing
Another orbit finds the tent touching ground at Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, in which we are invited to
engage in forgiveness, repentance, and a personal encounter
with God. This orbit ends with the sealing of our destiny
and ;.n.-rlm;m an invitation to enter into another orbit of
tents in time, another chance to achieve oneness and to heal

the chasms within our communities

hese are the paths the Jewish tradition gives us to heal

ourselves, regardless of whether the need to heal
derives trom internal, interpersonal, or communal broken
ness. Here is where the real ilml‘ltlll‘l_u of the world b gins
from the inner circle of bearing witness to the devastation
produced by brokenness, love and generosity become a
commitment to act. !It':lli!]_*_‘ IS not a ph]hhn;ﬂm.ﬁh
abstract concept. Healing is the constant struggle to keep
balance. It is the struggle of the parent who needs to work
but who also wrestles with how best to care tor his or he
child. It is the struggle of a human being who doesn’t want
to be swallowed by corporate life, who knows that there is

something wrong with living just to work. It 1s the struggle
of the person who, in a moment of self-evolution, becomes
aware of his or her past failures and of the need tor repair. I
is the search tor love and the need to touch and be rouched
in the current ocean ot individualism and selt-supremacy.
[t is the moment of decision betore change when change
has to take place. -l




ART REVIEW

THE NATURE OF

God, Torah,
and Art
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1s given manyv names in ludaism. Almosi
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all of them are male. retlecting the patri

archal roots of the religion. But many
he Silence Within: A Beginning G
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ime Shechinah, the in-dwelling One,
(One that sustains and nourishes
[y c .E?l."l N 1O SErvices 1\‘11.'“_'["._' Ii]k 'iJEII&_'_lLI.E_‘_I.'
the liturgy is feminized and this name
is substituted for all the masculine God
names. Some feel more spiritually open
ith this language, moving bevond old,
egative images of God. I've also partic
ipated in services where onlv androgy
nous God-names are used, such as Yah,
or Creator, or Holy One, or Makom
Place). freeing evervone from the
ither-or choice of God’s gender,
['he exploration ol God-names
points the way to a deeper understand
ing of the nature of the Divine. Names
ire not just neutral tags; they help us
begin to experience the subtle balance
Of energles that are hinted at il]_!:.'u].*]’
mysticism, the balance of male and
temale., transcendent and immanent.
bevond and within. If we center oun
xi!i-"vfiﬂi}ﬂ about God's nature on the
exploration of God-names and what
thev emanate, we can be led to a rich.
ubtle, and nuanced spirituality.

a problem remains—what arc
ve going to do about the wav God is
represented in the Torah? Even if we
find meaning in the ditterent God
names and agree that God ultimately is
indefinable, we still are confronted
with the Torah God

The Torah, we are told, is where
God’s words are 1k‘[1L';11U1i. His laws
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male, always capitalized). According to

traditionalists, God dictated the entire
Torah to Moses, who passed it on to the
Hebrew people. The Torah is under
'«I:un.‘!. as fl.h i’!.'x e 'u'u]lt_['k' ( ;1?11\% nature
1S Most I‘.l”*-. and i_"'l’.i'T'{'[k']'k Fnul]ui
And what 1s this nature? The
ANSwWer 1S not easy tor many ol us to
accept. Although the God of Torah has
tlashes of compassion for the Hebrew
people and saves them from destruc
tion again and again, He is warmonger-
\‘:‘\..IL":I'
given explanations for God’s temper
|

and chauvinistic.

INng, sSexist

1 1
tantrums—they re developmental (God

! 1'|11-L'E| E_« irn 4 Process O mon ing trom

immaturity to maturity through the

[orah) or they're object lessons for
| l | |

humankind (God comes down to our
level and acts with human emotion so
']|.t| we CAn relare!

vith a queasy feeling

But we re *-HH 1L'|[
['his is not the
\ IHL! Ol Ol i"'.‘~*|t_.|-1| a."-‘l'fL'I Ience

What are we

reject the Torah entirely, and never read

to do? Some of us

it—except passages in the Haggadah at
i".huﬂ.yr Ur we i,_i'-!':*-uiL]L'] it 1o [‘L an
Interesting ston to do
with our own experience of Ultimate
Reality. Or we appreciate its historical
x_i:m_'_ l"u‘-1‘1|n._ Of us \lliii"l. jT ak]ppmu
over the sections that show God acting
in painful and unacceptable ways. Ox
we delve into the meanings behind the
1Vl1rl{\ 111 4l J[lLW?l}}[ D “[]I'1f]1 [!]F
[orah to its mystical tullest, away trom
literal meaning. Some of us have made
our peace with it, accepting this repre

sentation ot the Divine.
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Helene .‘I\\'IL‘IIL an artist whose work
has been exhibited in most major U.S
cities in this last decade, takes a radical
;l}"‘]”‘ﬂ;lt'}t to the guestion of Grod n
‘iﬂn]';;]]_ L;L"H.[ Ik‘:_'t{*& o ]‘-r Hhu dlc ki ~|
IL‘”.H 115, -Hh' Divine Being IJH'!I-i nol
have written this misogynous text. The
words of Torah are an ungodly projec
tion onto God, made bv those in
power at the time.

Aylon’s most widely-viewed piece
an elaborate installation entitled “Th
Liberation of G-d,” gets her point
ACTOSS In a most provocative way. In
one section, Hebrew Bibles are dis
plaved with their otfensive passages
LIl‘IH{II wartare, treatment of women
sacrifice of animals, and so forth, high

lighted in pink marker on translucent

[";‘!I‘(l‘llﬂu'!l[ [_':1\{‘1'“].5_: the pages. I'wo

|
videos show Aylon doing this worl

The swish-swish of the marker is the
only sound.

Most people respond to Avion's
! ! !

‘-A'HI'I‘L from !i'lk' | ":'*-'n

that might just succeed in bridging
the traditional chasm of the
Passover Seder between didactic
parents and yawning children ”

— Davip Biate, Tikkun rReview, 1998

To order A Different Night. the

Shalom Hartman Institute | laggadah

that will help transform your sedet

+ Write Haggadahs-R-Us, 1888 So
Compton, Cleveland His_, OH 44118

+ Call 216-321 6734

+ Fax 216-321-6717

+ ¢-mail thumpers@apk.net

FAMILY DISCOUNT
Single copy $15.95
Ten or more copies $10.95

Free SEDER PLANNER
with each order

vrite their responses to
the dilemma of the Torah God (or G-,
is Aylon, raised in orthodoxy, always
es). Over hive thousand letters have
been collected, most of them eXpress

INg ercat eratiiu I o i.1L’[' "..‘-.'HE'L'..

Since tl ['he Liberation of G=d.
Avlon has gone on to create three more
installation ['he Women's Section ™

ses the misogyny experi-
enced by her grandmothers), “My
hich expresses her sad-
ness about the perpetuation of biblical
| “Epilogue: Alone with
hich portrays the tug of
rthodox tradition, and
of walking away from it).
| pieces show how the
misrepresentation of God in Torah has
equences throughout the
t specitically for Aylon
in her family.
ielps us realize that the Torah
es us, at best, an incomplete under
tanding of the nature of God. Too

ided that serves p;nr'i;n'a'h;ﬂ

purposes, and too much is left out. We
come back once again to the realization
that the nature of God can never be
fully known, and that we must each hnd
our way to a connection to the Divine,
For some of us, this will include Torah
study—with the realization that the
Torah God is a flawed image. For oth
ers, however, the path will be through
meditation, or experiencing nature, or a
:"a.]‘.*«'.ln_'d]

daily spiritual practice

Judaism will help us broaden our per

ception, giving us language to describe
what we discover about the Divine

We can’t just dismiss the damage
that has been done through the propa
_ﬂiliftﬁ1} Ol 1111,' -i':u‘;[h ( ﬁhf, i‘lﬂ'\k'l.;'t. [ anf § §]-| W)
many people have been excluded from
the community, or suffered oppression,
or been wrongfully treated in His
name. Thus we take on the task of heal
ing, tiklun, as we seek to broaden our
own understanding of the nature ol
God. By doing so, we, like Avlon,
become part of the generations through

history who seek justice. J
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“Revolutionary!” — wsa

BY ALEX CAREY

NOAM CHOMSKY AND THE MEDIA

“Chomsky is in the
prophetic tradition and
you can no more truly
argue with him than
you could have with
Isaiah or Ezekial. In an
age of equivocation
and moral muddle,
Chomsky knows what
is good and strives to
serve it.”

Martin Woollacott

The Guardian

“Ashock to the system”™ —wy rost

DouBLE VIDEO CASSETTE EDITION $39.95 ($5 S/H)
CoMPANION BOOK $19.95 ($4 S/H) ‘ (n
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Or send your check/M.O. to; What's Left, PO. Box 18-A, Denver, CO 80218
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equally odd assortment of science

studies scholars and theoretically

minded leftists who really, really hat
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ssav, | was dmong the

tirst (of manv thou-
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fessor Sokal by email
in June 1996 to ask i
him what he thought
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ne d ;u‘.n.a”u accom
plished. Our subsequent

lengthy exchange, though
testy, was reasonably cor
L|!| J'!!l.lt [I‘.‘uh'fih'.lia'a]_ '-.[Hgl
s probably one reason why, when

the

Sokal was invited to speak at

University of llinois in 1997, he asked

his hosts whether he could stage his
presentation as a debate with me

(Over the past three vears 1 have
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Sokal's general aim, an aim shared by
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involves ;lt'lljll;l lettists to abandon co

tain allegedly “relativist”™ strains of con

remporary theorv (even the ones that
provide formidable intellectual grounds
for resisting racism, imperialism, eugen

ics, and the like) in favor of forms ol
thought that rest their claims to truth
on appeals to objective fact (as that
term is understood by its proponents)
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the idea behind

the work of antitoun
dationalist thinkers like Richard Rorty
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check the moral and intellectual hubris

k that therr neutral
i

of people who thin
objective account of the social wou
selt-evidently right and just
Having said all that, though, 1 hav
to admit being taken aback bv Fashros
able Nonsense. It isn’t quite the book
Sokal and Bricmont think it 1s (it's actu
J;”_‘u' two books, one of which is quite
thought-provoking), but it cannot—on
should not—be dismissed by the theo
retical left as another snarling, intem
perate broadside after the manner of
Paul Gross and Norman Levitt’s H:
Superstition: The Academic Left
f__a".'fu‘!'i": '.'I‘. _r'a'_r'.-’."" MC1€M¢ ||'|L_E.., cd
patient readers, those who are inclined
neither to burn the book nor to crow
vet again that the theory-emperor has
no clothes (a metaphor that appears
no fewer than three times in the book)
the book offers a lesson or two worth
learning. At the very least, Sokal and
Bricmont have made the case that ther
was something odd about the Frencl
'I““\'k'IHLIILIE‘a'H'L' 1&‘11 In [tn_ 1960s and
1970s, and that the oddness varied
directly with the intluence ot Jacque:s
Lacan (who, in his senescence, be
unfathomably odd himself). But this
halt of their book. though it gives the
book its title, isn’t the halt worth lean

1
|
|

ing from. The book’s other half consists

of a handful of essavs on the status of

L

knowledge in the sciences and the
humanities; it’s here that the book
otters something editving and usetul
and here that its areument is really

worth debating

T}IL' sections of Fashionable Nonsensi
that deal with individual theorists
(Lacan, Kristeva, Ingaray, Baudrillard
and so forth) are uneven and sometimes
(particularly in the cases of Gilles
Deleuze and Bruno Latour) simpls
crabbed and ungenerous. For the most

part, Ih&.‘}. are also unreadable—not

because of Sokal and Bricmont.

DLl
because of Lacan, Irigaray, Kristeva, and
Baudrillard, whose writings are (in that
order) quite vulnerable to reasonabl
critique. Try as [ may, 1 just can’t hnd

any point in detending these theorists
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once they start wriing 1.-mdnmlr. omni
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it physics and math.
Of course, sometimes the writers in
guestion are simply looking for a good
oopv metaphor, as with Lacan’s
moebius strip as an
image of subjectivity; no harm there,
no foul (though occasionally Sokal and

Bricmont eget liter

al-minded. com

targets do not “jus

11 th I ince Ol ,|;!F‘J|Et,;t[it\:|‘| Ol
their m etaphor And to be sure, the
tact that La ind Luce Irigaray are
\i'll. less .:E":'- 1 1ENCL {|“.L-;.,H'r i1'|‘k'ili!|
late their contributions to !‘l‘-_‘«.t_‘l‘ln

Even /] Lacan was
a charlatan toward
ff’t’c'ffnf r{/.[?fﬁ Z{f}’

who cares?

mportant things in this

school of thought. after all, have noth
me to do with fluid mechanics. and
cvervinin o with the 1i11_5.‘l|i:-1i+.'

“subject.” the hrm

listinction the subject and
e individua radical emphasis on
th ole ol the unconscious, ¢IIH1 'lt‘lk'

1sistence « he primacy of desire.
hese hvpo remain central to
many contemporary accounts of our
psychic and social lives, and even if
LLacan was harlatan toward the end

ldling with knots and

holding five-1 sham therapy ses-
L I 5 i {4
But whatever defense one mighi

1arsh ='. tor Lacan .:-".nl. CTrew, ti'w £en

€ |I IIMDres { :'!l.;i'|i'1.! ]‘i". .Ir'.c.-"'l.’-‘.-'ﬂ-"f"
e u1.|111i‘|i113_1n any
m ure: ror whatever reasons, there

was a time when certain French

1 1 | 1 !
[NINKErs evidently ¢ -',““l]lh]f..‘n, at every
Opporiunit n theoretical sciences

derstood. You'd think it
was part of the othcial job description

French Intellectual.
Foucault, Derrida, and
[« '|u ;'_L'I‘It‘!d”'a LHHLL!L‘LE

the impulse. Thus one iinds the usually

clear-headed Julia Kristeva writing sen
tences like

1N i!‘:' SYNTACTIC « J! eraions 1o

lowing
the mirroi stage, the subiject

already sure ol his uniqueness: his
tig

steniiving 1s xlup}u*d One thinks tor

it toward the “point 1”7 in the

, : ;
example of a set L, on a usual space
< 1
R’ where tor every continuous fune
I|I ¥ *" | 3 '-‘1 . AR 1
[on Oon /B and each integer \
the set of points X where F(X
-.:'~.L'k‘x‘-.i‘~ 118 bhounded., !|‘.v ancrons
1 1 1
ot C,, tending to 0 when the variable
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Kristeva abandoned this kind ol
[hin;_‘ more than twenty vears ago, as

Sokal and Bricmont admit. but it’s

1‘1_-111;|I‘E\11lv|a' nonet ‘I:.‘|L’.*~.- [}ml SOmeone as

INCISIVE as f\l'h[u"&;l N}H Inllwh felt, upon

1T arrival in l]lL‘ L;IR';IHI.IH L]lLlf"['L".' Ol

garia), that the

Paris (from her native Bu
way to produce a theory of language was
to haul out some of the technical impli
L”J[it'ﬁ]‘* Ol '2.Hﬂ!n_'| l"':w.;r'l‘lula‘-."N Sl liu'u!'.
and then casually drop phrases like
“dedekind structure with orthocomple
ments.” Interestingly, all the mischief
and faux erudition centers on math and
phvsics; for whatever reason, the French
mode of science-envy did not latch onto
simtlarly “toundational™ sciences like
biology or chemistry. As a result, the
posl Sokal debate on “science studies”
E'Ii]\ xlr.m:_-r]'_x FOC Llu'ai On h'l'!1]'-1. O
mm]u' ,s‘.gtl.s]}ix Ei‘m most "H]".‘-.'u"n'x e
[H:u,in._' Ol

scientitic  knowledge, as

opposed to, say, debates about evolu

tion, environmental degradation, me
ical practice, or genetic determinism.
[t is a shame that Sokal and Bric
mont, by compiling this book and
quoting its subjects at such length (they
do so, they explain, in order to avoid
the charge that they are quoting out of
context), have given such readv ammu
nition to our vast legions of English
speaking anti-intellectuals, whether in
the ftaculty [Hlin_ilt.' with their mee:
schaums or at the city desk with their
suspenders, who relish nothing so
much as contirmation of their convic-
tion that they need never bother to
read what I call “theory” and what one
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don’t think Sokal and Bricmont ofter
atistactory answers to these questions
on the contrary, they insist that they are
oncerned “only with epistemic rela
vism and not with moral or aesthetic
elativism, 'x'x']'ﬂk'h rdisc very 1“[1&'“'!1[
ues.” But they do the questions the
honor ot taking them seriously, and
weir position is less intlexible or dog
iatic than one would suspect
We can get a practical handle on
these abstract questions by asking how
» account for radical change in human
understanding, either in the natural sci
nces or the social sciences. To what
xfent are E!n'u' disc ]i‘l]1!‘:1.'*~ -.{L']!L'Hl.irv[
on social factors, ranging from funding
riorities to the political inclinations of
individual researchers? With regard to
he natural sciences, the hard-line realisi
position is that natural phenomena
mselves provoke changes in under
standing by showing that current theo
es do not fit tacts. The hard-line
onstructionist (or _,:“H[mm!ﬁ”.. I POSI
tion is that theories and facts are so inti
mately interdependent that ditferent
Interpretive }1;1;'1|n!i_~;mx are mmcommen
surable,” not resolvable by recourse
to Nature (or by recourse to reasoned
dialogue, or anvthing else). The middle
ot-the-road position admits that social
tactors play a role in how scientitic
knowledge i1s generated, but insists
that the knowledge itselt is observer
independent nonetheless. Sokal and
Bricmont generally trv to hold to the
middle position, but occasionally they
lai

lapse back into hard-line realism toi
polemical purposes, as when they fault
one science-studies textbook ftor hold
ing that “a theory is never wrong in
the sense that it is contradicted by the
facts; rather, l[‘l:: tacts L_'h.m;s_ whu:‘l the
theories change.” Clearly, it the “facts”
change when theories change, then
you ve I."["‘t'!'IL'Li. the door to all kinds of

mischiet, from radical “kL’["”k'j‘-”'l O

Holocaust revisionism. But as Sokal
and Bricmont themselves point out in
their critique of Karl Popper, it really
isn't possible to say that theories can
be unambiguously “contradicted” by

facts, either. Theories can be disputed
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by other theories. but at no point in ous st

poINt in « s the archeological viewpoint.” Sokal

lives do Facts simply raise their heads ind Bricmont maintain that the Zunis’
L’l"'ll'.] ‘*F"l_'J.I'-. in Natures own voi incestors d [ CINCTEC, A8 T]K';"ilir‘li
tell us that all our theories a 1% clai irface of earth from a
dead wrong subterra vorld of spirits™; they
That's why it’s so important for his emind us that most scientists place the
tortans and philosophers of science to Bering Strait migration about ten or
account for what happens when theo twenty thousand vears in the past. The
I'ik"- L"x"]iiL]L" iI fTacts ared . | | . ".:x: ni. nNno uin'l'.ll"’.. Is IMOre H'i-
pendent of theories, then evervthing wi entifically accurate than the first, and it
“know” depends on how one theory S a4 Strety st, to consider the two

At no point in our lives do Facts simply raise their
heads and speak in Nature’s own voice to tell us
{/.7{'33‘ .{'f!/ OUr f’f’c’r’u";‘ﬁ S are wrong, ;r"fi’u'f,:'} wrong.

vy

comes to ;],l“i‘-].u'-.\ another. What. thet \Cocount uall valid.” (Their
dArc !l;tl't.i ]il]t' CONSIructionists savins INCOMIIMT rabilitv 1s not [E‘IL' sdme
when they insist on the “incomn | | quivalence.) But since
[}ii"i]”\.” Ol i".l!.ll;]:_".i!" ? E! 1.I' C 1TCall l t] C ISSLC Al : xlk:: [O '..]“ 1'-\.\.“t-| .\L‘iL'H
science, they re SUggesiing that theores [1STS asscrin their "l.ul‘llf‘. {OT at ]k';’l\'I
a]H; L‘n!‘l]‘a when 1L ':-i;-;" ' rents o thetr Nnee ) I|_ up hu'rr_-L[ }”,uni
because it theoretical paradigms buri | whv should Sokal and
are incommensurable, then no o cmont go after Anvon? Why are
eets persuaded to adopt a newer theor Zuni beliefs being measured here for
in place of an older one. In the realm ol their pre validity”? The etfect is
human attairs, where constructionism is o substit in epistemic dilemma of
more plausible, thev're sensiblv cau how two groups understand a tact for
tioning us acainst thinking that there 1 n ethi and that’s a suspect
one universal moral code to which wi Mo as if the group with the
can appeal when protound cultural dis “best” account of human prehistory
putes arise, In both realms, tho - ( t wants with the tossil
mav verv WL'H "1; l_l'..15 SN :.|: COnsti [ 1-_11'&}\;- h-'i"Pk'” O lu_'
tionists tend to speak too readilv about standing on (phyvsically and philosoph-
the incommensurabilitv of paradigm icallv). H sokal and Bricmont claim
without stopping to ask how it might b that it’s possible to detend native land
that different paradigms might be mad claims 1 ‘endorsing uncritically
intelligible to each other—as - ly) their societies’ tradi-
surely happen time and again, whe n  myths,” but they
ever anyvone, moral philosopher os decline to explain how it’s possible, or
astrophysicist, experiences a profound vhen it's necessary, to decouple epis
change of worldview ism about fossils and DNA
The question of epistemic and et vism about other peo-
cal relativism, then, tollows directly ple’s creation mvths.
trom the question ot how theories [ b these questions are so
change. And on this question, Sokal mportant, | think, and so worthy of fur
and Bricmont do some wattling of thei ther inquiry, is that when we leave the
own. They cite. for instance, a 199¢ realm of math and physics for more
dispute about Zuni land claims, with dicev sciences like genetics or primatol-
'|'|~'.1'.'-“'L! 1§ \'-.,'l]'l[]] HI ;;[ih-l'l Al i -.':'.'-"~' Oy, I aCtul wly :"-JHHVIL‘H h]il-l[L't]H-hL":I][ o
Roger Anyon reportedly claimed tha specify the point at which we can be

the Zuni world view was “just as valid sure that the phenomena we observe are
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not of our own making. and conse

quently dithcult to distinguish episte

mological relativism from its more
innocuous cousins. (For a vivid illustra
tion of this point, just tollow any recent
1"-.a'|‘..1|‘!&1u' between Steven lav Gould
and Daniel Dennett or Michael Behe on
[]H‘ LI!':!L"*UI mn Of ‘ﬂ'!':{ii]:,_'] I }.1.‘"'-'- IN1ian evo
lution is purposetul or random.) What's
at stake here, ultimatelv, has to do with
the status of the boundarv between
what John Searle calls “brute fact” and
“social realitv”—a boundary which, for
Sokal and Bricmont as for manv others

provides the distinction between where
it’s unreasonable to be a relativist (with

| to the existence ol \\L'j"?.lt‘-'a. sS4y

rCEard
and where it’s often morally necessan
(when moral claims are advanced in
radically ditterent registers). While |
want to suggest that Sokal and
Bricmont are right to insist on brute fa

'h_‘-\l.h'i wen, gravity, ;ﬂu]'uﬂ.n' clusters) as
an “observer 11'anil_';"|c1‘|iic1‘rr” realm
want to suggest that it is in fact (ahem
h.ll'kln;r. o ah\lilt_}.‘_lﬁ\h [‘k'l“ﬂ.'t'&']! E~g-;:r=__ Tacl
and social reality than Sokal and
Bricmont care to admit, This point,
however, will remain obscure so long as
these disputes are plaved out over math
and physics; it the science in question
wWere E‘I]Hk'ﬂﬂl.’"!k'i. rmg o1 k'ﬂ'..'."!l“_."'x I'.“-. (M

trast, it would be quite clear to many
laypeople and scientists alike that the
reaim of “observer-independent obje

tivity” is harder to attain than Sokal and

Bricmont—and their supporters—are
Hl
]L'H!HEHIE
But since the Sokal-Socual T wHan

has usually generated more heat than
light, it’s gratitving that Fashionabl
Nonsernse

[|1k' L!L'}"JTE [O 1}1ih !L'\ Cl of '{L"-‘.'i"f& X1y

in its best moments, raises
Readers who take the Intermezzi and
= i 1 1
Epilogue seriously will find the book
capable of repaving their interest with
interest. and those who hanker afte:

2O d L‘mi\lll.ifthlfi{\!‘lh Ol

quantum
physics, advanced math, and science
studies can consult the book’s copious

and helptul suggestions for turther

reading: for unlike the notes in Sokal’s

parody essay, all the footnotes here are

real. and offered in good faith. =




BOOK REVIEW

PART OF HIS TIME

H
{
|
1
k
R, -
" ¥ I
X
&1 1
1
R
1
- i 1
i
1 I 1
| 1] 117
oD 111
I L’
iy BN ¥
I
cITl | I 14
! | s
IRLIRY
i
| il
; ion. OF the
INis 18 i (]
1
) i t {
L CIT1 L) .| |.
() sLd i | l.l|
II
centu L IMeTri
i §
| \ 1 (Y]
™1 ]
VTl {
1 | 5
1 R
% L | -
l\. %
T |
T ™,
[he Nation, L

Murray Kempton's Depression Decade

ek lad e of : 1
»OIMNE DUCKIed under the weignt o

(8"

! ;
12 sense of melancholyv and vearni

MUSS1E

mmagery of American sacrifice in W

vere whole city blocks without lig

artiticial heat

:
. .1

;1:“":""5._ '-‘_'-!!g_'\. "'._i.l_ [Ne CO 11111

'.il.u.f [| L '.]iLk!IL.!l_L'li ) |! A\ H ..":.|Ix§l. I

sidered the Thirties “a low dishon

" :
ecade, l\1_}1]11r41_r; Saw I T

T :
od hlled with 1dealism and sacribice

]

1 1 1 )
Lhe various mdaimniduals |IL' describes

] + ! |
dlisin., '-"I]".i'." cnaured .I1!:|

1 - 4
Ciull Cltizens. nt lhk'kl L!-‘f.Hf'1

|

rcasm have replaced idealism and

:1!1::|1‘|||-.'1.i[.:'rl:-;.""I{}.'. III.”" TS0 LI

g de . 1 , '
Tl 11!"'||"-.1UH. "\[||!| SlOWS W ][]'! A [CVer1s

1
¢

'.I!l

id high,” writes Kempton. “All t

ancient values he represented seemed

!

to wither around him.” As Americ

eclined—192.000 workers were

rike in March 1937—manv turned 1

t

revolution. Stalin was building the
w lerusalem.” These davs the culture

industry 18 eager to manufacture

Jar 11, but the bleak period that pre

ceded 1t is routinely forgotten. Part
I"}_-_._r ||I

instance. how in Detroit in 1932, “there

their water turned off that the schools

dishonest decade, when 1rony and

2 i (
NSy, 1"'1”. It IMparts an “\.kl-.'-l:k I

% 1
vear 1931 was not a time whet

the American businessman held h

0] ]!'J"'ui"'ll..l!]i}llﬁ |l WAas PDOSSIDI

believe that, as Lenin had achieved

Orid

L I.i]\'t“\ LUs 1}1'. e, .I!'Iui We see, Ion

1L O1

. so manv families had

| ]
1 1Y - | y S11 | 1 { m
i 1 | i
1 Y
!" 11K || ol | | || |
: | | l
I 1 1 L 1] T L | 15
1 L 1 1
[ | i
5 ! L 14 | I 'll |
(VS | M the | th ol th
. .
T | i 1%
II'- v I | I L3N ’-'~1'\_||_i O
1 14 | |
LS i i VAas a racalcal
LI L | it |'l ""Eil 11
1 ¥
( M L1 l ¢ I- 11 -ELl [!‘: |r|"
" 3 |
k"‘-'wi!.! | ! | | LINAErstoOd 1
o a3 L
| all % Vi il ! L
N 1
\".l!..l 1 IS { OIS "||1| ne ti
" i 1
" l
[rUue comrades ho ha Touent
1
1 ]
I 11CE 1IN 'l SR 1€ CITIL
""a.l!- <18 '-.[:I.I_!llr 1
111 I T 1.1 |
il & { | 11 i IT1i g 0V 1L
] | I
i .rl"'k. | | | A7 K INd DOOKS 1K DI
| | A }
yYInClanr s 1 Saul Almskv s Je
] [
L | recrea 8

1 1
1SIT) h FOTIT 10y it the | otherh
i ) 1
) l"‘il.lxl"" \ I | S: The WAVSSK
i 3
wng lett-wing actors from New Yo
1 11 1
[[,1! VWLV OO 1,||k 15 (3l
¥ ' ¥ ) | A
L.OMmimul { wadllonal ‘-'||'
| \ Yorl
| 1 O] L™ T'l':.l “\.I' | A

[(NE gquest Ol :l'l. |‘:.k'!f:|';u’ !"Il'.'l": I's

: . .
organize Detroit s auto mdustrv. We sec
I N 11 1 i
lames 1. Farrell refusing to vield to hi
- I .|I.I . | F. * ™ .:| » i
arv Stalinism: Alger Hiss struggling
. e n “shabbv-genteel” B
[O €sCape Irom  shabbv-gentes )
1 I .} |
tumore: and 1B Viatthews J o
: : = ke
McCarthv's hatchet man in the Fittic
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stage of Madison Square Garden

Kempton's method, for the most part
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is to construct each chapter around two |
oppositional personalities: one whosi i

radicalism led him into the Communisi (

Party, and one whose radicalism kept

him out of it. It's an ingenious, if prob

; = - .
|+.'|u;ma, organizing principie for a book. -
;1m! achieves its maximum eftect n

“The Dry Bones,”

]

forgotten men, Gardner “Pat” Jackson

and Lee Pressman

The chapter begins with one Boston

morning in 1926, when Jack

1.|.'I"! Lo | |I|_'.

peering over her morning paper, prod
ded: “Pat, there's something strange
about this trial down in Dedham. Why
don’t you see if you can ind out som

thing about it?” Jackson, a young

reporter on the Boston Globe, immed
ately realized that Sacco and Vanzetu

1 . «1 1 1 11
were being railroaded, and quickl

'IL"."*|_L:”L"-.i irom the (lobe 1o head thett
. 1 1

LE'-.'jt'Hh\' commitiee. 1“.1' VETdiCl enci

;,‘iiu.i an entire generation ol mtellectu

L!I'L wWe

Jackson to

W .':'ﬁ!':'-'!:"l"l'.

where the New Deal was in its most ide

als and eventually

government service 1n

I alistic and heady phase. He was o
A the bright young men in the Agricultural

Adjustment Administration (AAA), and
he intended to use his influence to help
' poverty-stricken tenant farmers. But

Jackson’s illusions were shattered when

his boss, Henry Wallace, purged the
department’s young “extremists” in an

ettort to curry tavor with conservative

mm[]u'rn Democrats

Lee Pressman., following a stint at

Harvard Law School, also joined the

AAA and was dischareed along with

Jackson. Unlike Jackson. Pressman was

a Communist. One evenine in Pitts

¥ 1 | 1
a Irtend casuallv aske

burgh in 1937,

him when the killing in Russia would
“Do vou

replied with astonishment, “that vou

y 3
mean Pressm

CCasg.

reject fht' [15.".{1\‘! * ,“ e 1 Iit! l

ressinagan

and cunning subsequently made him

- 1 ¥
an influential tigure in the CIO, but

atter the war the Partv’s influence in

1 1 1 i
the unions reached its nadir. In 1948

the CIO’s president, Philip Murray

decided to make an example of Press

man: Murrav told him that he would

have to resign i he ;n-:'usmw! in his sup

78
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1orced 1o

L-."'.'|‘;.k'l|] i“\ |11~1I!| WO 1

MO

t of Henrv Wallace’s ill-tated third-
arty presidential campaign, where the
ommunist Party made its last stand.
hoose between his career
sion of history,” Pressman
latter, and, in the wake of
lace’s deteat, tound himselt under
n by the House Committee
rican Activities.
For Kempton, Jackson and Press
t two distinct breeds of
r his departure from the
c:son joined the leftist daily

1ad a hard time finding the

Issurar permanent commit-
r 31 kept at it: “He worked

h the peratives; he spent him

f in ca ranging trom civil liber

ties to the American Indian. And most
vhat he did, he did for nothing.”
Pressman, on the other hand, took
ire of himself, sending the CIO an
$83.000 bill for some routine paper-
ork he Tatt-Hartley Act. To the

end, he remained an unrepentant
it a loose-lipped witness
HUAC, naming his closest
friend. Kempton's final judgment is
widic: “His disasters were his own ..
not just a friend but his
just a dream but his

oniv triend. not

ind not just the sale of

S0 .."-i'!i r (e IT, ]“.l[ !]h: F.I]L: HI' I‘li['ﬂ
selt.” Wher lcave him, “there were
{ "W [ 1 sallldll Wds jll!L'I'L'Hll'L{

in Israeli real estate; an old enemy

commented that he was still seeking
history a solid six per cent.”
In a sis vav, Kempton examines

the distinct trajectories of Paul Robeson
Randolph. Kempton's
s with Randolph, the inde

pacifist. socialist, and labor

2 o :
leade ed the Pullman porters to
victory a later, bv threatening a

1

Washington, plaved a deci
desegregating the defense

industry and the militarv itself. About

Robeson, however, Kempton is

came to Harlem onlv

1
\kxlll':'l-"!'.-_‘ 1C

upon special occasions,” writes the

author, “almost always tor assemblages

honoring thi

INegros [‘-Ht;l[]'x e identifi-
cation with the Soviet Union.”

Kempton concludes Part of Ow
WL

on those Americans who joined the

- | 1
with a stunning hnal chaptes

anti-tascist struggle in Europe. We are
told that Sam Levinger, a twenty-veat
old leftist from Ohio State University,
“is dead in a grave which is eithes

unmarked or desecrated in Franco's

Spain”: betore he perished. he wrote in
|

a poem: " omrades, the battle 1s bloody

and the war is long/Still let us climb the
hills ’ |

gray and charge the
Concludes Kempton on the last page

TLINS

Those are tired words. and thes

have absorbed all the agonv which
]“1. !I"

i .
]H:f |I|'IL"'. are undeteated

is the truth of

resigned.
Bl | | 1 |
['hev do not sugeest that somebody
R R Pl briomr sl

CISC CnArge tnc guns. 1 ncy Know [ni
worst. but they will make the charge

themselves. I miss them verv mucl

and I wish we had them back

f Lee Pressman, Paul Robeson. and
:[.""y|,l_'L'1 Hiss were the “ruins” of the
Thirties, the “monuments”™ were A
Philip Randolph, Walter Reuther, Pat
Jackson, and James T. Farrell, “whose
. was in being true to

X ].t"t"lxl'li:_'

nearlv halt centurv later. we

real triumph
himselt and his calling.’ back
Cdan 54%
that Kempton was correct about his
monuments. To the very end, despite
some twists and turns, each remained

JI]ki

true to himsell his calling
Randolph to civil rights, Reuther to
trade unionism, Jackson to journalism

! [l

and Farrell to the novel. Part of Ous
Time insists that very little was accom
p“‘*h‘.'t! E‘I‘_~ radicals in the Thirties, but

Kempton’s heroes bequeathed a con
Crete ]L'.L‘.Lx"..

Ht'hﬁ;”’t!lﬂl;l the villains, however, the
record is a bit more ambiguous. Con
sider his treatment of Paul Robeson
Robeson “did not know the Negro,’
proclaims Kempton. His view ol
Robeson as a Stalinist robot and aspir
ing aristocrat falls short, especially in
light of Martin Duberman’s monumen
tal Paul Robeson. Kempton could have
produced a more nuanced portrait ol
Robeson, but the architecture of Part of
Our Time—which entailed a stark juxta

position between rigid Communists and
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SHORT TAKES

Short Takes

A Look at What's in Other Monthlies and Bi-Monthlies

¢re 1IKKUN continues Ol o our hives. Uu .'-.i'-'i-i. ]‘;'&IL'.\ .Hll!ﬂl.lli{ hk‘

conversation with Amel consistent witl 0Ll ]'I‘IHHIIHH.‘H ;H‘td

can intellectual, political, beliets. The “virtues of caring and

and cultural monthly and empathv in our personal lives ... must

bimonthly magazines. replace ethiciency as the paramount
! 1 1 | .Lki =

The Atlantic Monthly

/
T S, b
R“?ﬁ"-'|'*"’51.l]]=.,h':-:\‘;'-.'!Iil'!j..' in the janu 'l\‘]“""" €7 ’IF”"{ )
ary issue of The Atlantic Mot 1 the Februanr

- ]
Vv ISSUE O] ,ﬁ';}_r'ﬂ.".i’llr r F”".“'{"'-.

examines how modern culture ‘achary examines the

ticularly in universities, romanti Hluence of American culture on the
evil in “When Evil is Cool.” Shattucl world in “The World Gets in Touch
||."',_“"‘-L'h On :.E]R_' way y |} Call I:"i.' Iinseried L ITS |'!:'.'. | CIlc .ll]:i }l‘ik'” .\-Lll'i(k‘[h,
INto a story that “obliges us to PON Workaholis ind Manic Consumer-
an implied greatness of evil—its clain ism.” American corporations and cul-
on our admiration as a dynamic element ture are changing the way countries do
of reality.” Shattuck looks at Dostoe business and individuals conduct their
“]'L.E._ ( -l]f!';h'u""l.. E-lllk | i'l':"i"'.i’.": trial (1 I' Il I ' wWomen ihl.u”” i.".
Leopold and Loeb, and the film Pulf having Ams babies, while the
Fiction in arguing thai acceptance an : countrv’s new constitution embraces
admiration of evil 1s dangerous. Sha individual rights over Asian communal

" 1 ¥ i i »y
tuck warns that “Our culture, in par rms like “shareholder value” and

ular the institution of the university, has risk-taking” have entered the vocabu-

contrived over the past tew decades to lary of Asian and European markets.

transform sin and evil into a positive But Zacharv observes the dark side: for
term: “transgression. He concludes, example, growing disparities between
“On an intellectual level ... evil can b rich and poor. And while “ American-
supremely cool.” 1zation seems unstoppable,” he notes

» France and Germany,

T ¥ F ¥ ) » ‘r 5
[ /!-Ji Utne Reade “are taking steps to
quities tostered 1‘!}{ their

IH Il‘u,- |'|.'in|t~tt_x 1ssue of | 45 \ the 1ne
Reader., Andrew Kimbrell writes own embrace of the American model.”
about work in the twentv-first centur Ll

in “Breakine the Tob Lock: Imagine a I.“i : ]_u;{ VFicdr [ }U}.P{;L!
World Where Pursuing our Passions Iiz the lanua

I";I}.:« ll‘lu.‘ HI”H ||1 er“'uL 0Ol ~!|I= Il::x receni

: : g
[February issue of The

i: ,.,'.'!: I Frricr

ect, Anthony Lewis

technological advances, Americans ar examines “The Prosecutorial State:
working harder than ever, and mosi Criminalizi American Politics.”
workers feel that their jobs are mear

1
I LLOWIS pOants ot

at “instead of debat-

ingless. Kimbrell notes that the kind of ing uses of public policy, we focus more

work that Americans are performing is and more on allegations of personal

important, and that work should ewis sees this trend not

‘-'-.H'II!:_'i|H]|!*_' |

good for the mind, body, spirit, family just in the Starr investigation of Clinton,

and community. We should re-envision but also in the government’s investiga-

work so that it i1s connected to the rest tions of nobelist David Baltimore.

80 TIKKUN Vor. 14. No.

Stanford University president Donald
HUHHL'{!_\.. former HUD secretary Henry
Cisneros, and finally, agriculture secre
tary Mike Espy
American leadership, corporations, or

le'i'll..!k'n'!i'._ 1]14; ELHL' 1‘!L'L;tlﬂu‘ more col

Lewis doubts that

rupt. What has changed is the level of
cynicism that Americans now have with
regard to their public otficials and insti

tutions. “There lurks in all of us a lust to

see the great brought low....”

Lingua Franca

Mit'hdri Z. Wise contributes “To
tem and Taboo: The New Berlin
Struggles to Build a Holocaust Memor
ial” to the December/January issue of
[ingua Franca. In this article, Wise pro
files James Young, a professor of English
and Judaic Studies at the University of
Massachusetts who has written widely
on the value of Holocaust memorials
Young has become a pivotal member of
the memorial’s design panel in part

because he is the only foreigner and

Jew on the committee. Ironically, in his

past writings, Young has been openly
dubious about memorials, questioning
whether they ultimately deteat the pur-
pose tor which they were intended.
Wise guotes Young saving “once we
assign a monumental form to memory,
we have to some degree divested our
selves of the Hh“g;lfim‘; to remember.”
Now that the Social Democratic Party is
in power, the government seems to be
adopting Young’s former position with
respect to memorials. All this debate
has put Young in the position of re-eval-
uating many of his earlier works.
although he still feels that it would be
better to have “a thousand years of
Holocaust memorial competitions in
Germany than a single ‘hnal solution’ to
Germany’s memorial problem.” J
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The Language of Truth

The Torah Commentary of the Sefat Emet

Translated and interpreted by Arthur Green
(Jewish Publication Society, 1998)

Arthur Green. best known for his

powerl 1 MOLrapny ol Rabbi Nahman

] i = 1 ..
8] |".:"~!.'.”-. Ml KES A0 0 ""h"-!l:‘;l:' in ”I .
i | i
DOk | Irl"'r mportan 'i.:"":i;'-
] I i | 1
teacher: Rabbi Y icda Leib Alter o

| i I
Lireen s setection endc o ampury e
[ | .3
nvsiical heritace th his Hasiclie
| i
master sol L;'H"'u'r-'-.-'.i':;:!:;I'H.'um-lln
1 -l | | | - . i
WiCH !':!"-'II':i'_I comments on the

i
commentaries make this book a sig

mhicant conitribution

The Post-Corporate World

Life After Capitalism

David C. Korten
(Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 1999)

[David Korten, chair ol ':‘]-:-i’f-|||,uiq LIFF
: : - AFTER
Centered Development Forum and WTER

!
author ot When Corporations Rule

e Bkt ot beiot Corporare
development is causing social and wU[ﬂ

» - - - i [ ]
environmental deterioration. In this

CAPTTALISM

new book Korten argues that we

must understand the universe as a selt-organizing system
L'ri._;.r,;l':'! in the realization ot ils ]|r|~~u'.':'|||||-,:-u. ::-||”||-:|”| 3
continuing Process ¢ it transcendence toward c"-..n'!-ili;,ihi‘l
levels of order and self-detinition. That ||x:‘-‘.'_; organism 1s
now threatened by the cancer of capitalism; Korten's
book is designed to show us how to fight this economic
cancer while preserving that which is valuable in market

eCOonaomies

Turbulent Souls

A Catholic Son’s Return to his Jewish Family

Stephen ). Dubner
(Morrow, 1998)

tephen Dubner's family history is one of spiritual misdi

rection, as both of his parents independently converted to

nch their
rildren knew nothing of their Jewish origins, or, for that

Christianity, then raised a Catholic tamily in w

L
matter, that their Jewish mother was the tirst cousin ot
Ethel Rosenberg. But Dubner does eventually tind his

wav back to Judaism, and has written a lvrical and at

times achingly tunny and poignant memoir ot the mysti-
cal roads of return that are sometimes traveled without a

compass, but with deep spiritual instinct

Uniter of Heaven ;?tﬁ?s?&*nf
and Earth  Hewtver and

Miles Krassen (f,’aﬁj
(SUNY Press, 1998)

[-ETE SR TTL R e
Phrlict ant Fruivadly ol
his book is a mastertul, scholarl e -4

1 | I [ P .
study of Rabbi Meshullam Feibush : 3

'-: ” fﬁ-"ul-‘ f E’rﬁﬂ‘t‘u

Heller of Zbarazh and the rise ol

Hasidism in Eastern Galicia.

Oberlin College’s director of Jewish Studies shows how

Hasidism moved from its original democratic faith in the
il'*.‘ul*nh masses o a I[H'wnlr‘li'-1|| emphasis on inherent limi
tations of the masses and the need to have faith in ext
ordinary exemplars of spiritual wisdom (the tzadikim ot
|

who would soon create their own courts and dynastie

e |f"x"».i‘-1] |h|‘~: .|‘:]4| Lhi conlemporary | Ll--.||i:~ masters

Sephardic-American Voices
Two Hundred Years of a Literary Legacy

A BURRR © i ARDIC
: | AMERICAN

VYOI (4 '

Though they comprise a majority of
the current Jewish residents of Israel
."wph.ntin‘n have alwavs been a
small minority within the American
I{ﬂ.kl*«h scene, their culture otten
ienored and their literary contribu
tion minimized. Matza's exciting

collection should rectifv this hring

ing us a rich array of talented and
important writers too rarely included in the official Jewisl
canon: Ruth Behar, Victor Perera, Stanlev Sultan, Ruth
Knato Setton, Herbert Hadad, Ammiel Alcalav, Jordan

Elgrably, Rebecca Camhi Fromer, and manv more

A Spiritual Life

A A Jewish Feminist Journey

" ‘ Merle Feld

HP” |llh"\ (State University of New York Press, 1999)
When Merle Feld takes on her own

llrl\: [u~.'m']r|.|] “lewish tfeminist journes
wie ;L;t'I a o ce torce ol | elry. retles
Live accounts of dailv lite by a woman

alsm, and

seriously committed to Jud

wondertul moments of tresh insight
Feld locates spiritual growth in the daily lite of a daughter
mother, friend, rebbetzin, and rebel. Her distinctive voice

is Characterized bv a ‘wl1]l|i||1 itv and honest humility that

its all the more starthine

|

renders the profundity of her insig
Feld has a gift for making that which seems esoteric,
accessible: and that which seems ordinary, transcendent
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Tikkun (te-kiin) ... to beal, repair and

transform the world.
All the rest is commentary

Lettuce in rebellion

Bland almost as water,

you are meek and prolific as mice.
You are the carrier of sharp news,
a pretense for dressing you up,

a hanger, a clothes horse,

but with a certain shy sweetness.

You sit there demurely in the garden
rows with almost no pests.

Then one day you stick up

a tower of leaves

and turn bitter overnight,
sculptured, tall, inedible.

You have escaped us:

our sharp teeth and our salad
bowls, our sandwiches and rolls.
Instead like a green rocket you rise
hot and spiky, joytully bitter
waving your own new flag.

—Marge Piercy
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It’s not enough to support our principles ...

Please subseribe to TIKKUN.
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